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EDITORIAL COMMENT.
Progress of Auckland.

It 18 of course possible {o say that the
progress of Auckland is the progress of the
Prowminion.  But the faet that the northern
vity has outstripped the rest of the Do-
minion in progrvess canuot he gainsaid. We
are glad to see [rom an article veprinted
in our building section, that the progress
mciudes the beantification of the city hy
the erection of fine buildings. It mukes
one open one’s eyves fo read that the sum
of £490,000 is being spent on a few named
huildings, It also is surprising to read so
" modest an estimate as the writer's, which

contents itself wilh putting down the
extras for so many buildings over such a
large aggregate at £10,000, or about two
per cent. Ile is evidently fhinking of the
millennivim and praying for its advent.
He has reason, because the building pro-
gramme for the next decade which follows
in the article will call for some very large
contracts.  We trust the huilding stones of
the country will not be neglected by the
men responsible for this programme. We
trust alse that the possibilities of concrete
now so vastly greater than they were but a
few wyears ago will tempt the architecis
of taste, who abound in the northern city,
and, indeed, are not rare in the Dominion
---in spite of the rash and altegether
“wrong headed eriticism of Lord Plunket,
our late Governor, to the conirary—to
eonsider the heanty of the streets for which
they are designing edifices. We trust also
that the Municipal authorities will, while
enforeing the sanitary rules, now getting
to be so well understood, not forget the
claims of beauty. = Tt is time now to think
of the uniformity of street lines, of the
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planting of streets with handsome timbers,
and the dignified ornamentation of the
street fronts of all buildings. Some inter-
esting remarks on this subject in the letter
of our Christehurch ecorrespondent (‘“Arts
and Crafts) show what the practice once
was in this respect and what it 13 now.
This is only another way of saying that the
jerry-builder is not to be encouraged in
any possible way. It must be evident that
if the architects were encouraged by the
men who build, to insist on drawings and
models of all ornanmental work requiring
artistic skill and distinction, they would he
heiter able to seeure the essentials of
building stability also. Consider for one
mgrient the medley of hideous piping pro-
Jecting agegressively [rom the roofs of a
city in omr day and you will weep or be
moved to hilarious laughter according to
vour tewperament. T.et house owners
read the small sketeh they will find in cour
building section, *‘ What the Chimney said
to the Vent Pipe,”’ and they will realise in
a mowment what a responsibility is theirs.
They should understand—it is high time—
that there is no need to stamp the brand
of ngliness hard down on everything that
is necessary or nseful. The prosperity of
the Dominion as typified in the building
figures supplied from Auckland is going fo
aive grand opportunities for ‘‘the eity
beautiful”’ of the future. Let the matter
aply be taken in time.

The Navy.

In another column we illustrate and deseribe
an entively new process of launching devised by
Sir William Armstrong and Co. at their Els-
wick yards, and also a4 new method of building
which shortens materially the time of eon-
stiuetion, and lesseng the cost appreciably. In
soine respeets the private yards beat the Ad-
wniralty yards, as this incident shows. Of the
strength of these establishments we get a
glimpse at the same time. This vessel repre-
sents, tor example, the one hundred and thirty-
fifth warship built by the firm, at n cost, we
may safely assume, at anything between fifty
and sixty million sterling in the aggregate.
The reverse of the medal is that mere than half
has been consiructed fer the foreigner, If our
builders arc buikiling for the forgigner as good,
if not Detter, warships than the Government
builds for itself, and if our mercantile marine
is to be manned largely Dby Lascars and
CDutehies,’’ what are we coming to? It is
pleazanter to refleet on what extended use might
be made of these fine privaie esiablishments,
of which this of the Armstrongs is the preatesi
and best managed in many respeets, - The Ad-
miralty is, however, now making more use of
them for its owa programme, which is ome
comfort, and may become a greater. Another
is that the ship owner is finding the baek of
his sailor men up against the ‘‘Duichy’’ and

the Tasear. We eon ouly trust that the Brit-
ish sailor, who is, aceording to some anthorities
(who happily exaggerate} nearly as extinet as
the Dodo, will end by sweeping ‘“Dutehy’’ as
completely from the decks of the mereantile
marine of Britain as his fathers swept him
from the face of the seas, These are the feel
ings inspired ont in these overseas by the
state of things in the Navy and the mercantile
marine. We trust that the thoroughly repre-
sentative eharacter of our Prime Minister who
was present in his representative eapacity at
the lanmeh of the Dreadeought ¢ New Zea-
kand,”? will be understood as covering this anti-
Dutehy sentiment. We are all ready to sub-
seribe to the Navy, even to go on building
“Drcadnonghis® if it i neeessary. But if
the British shipowner is 1o be allowed to spoil
the source of the Navy’s man supplies, we shall
very =oon get tired. These shipowners are not
Pavourites with ns for anether reason, namely,
that they Leep up freights against us sa that
it iz sometimes cheaper to buy in America
goods a dittle dearer than the same are in
Britain. The British ship owner is getting a
trifle too cosmopolitan for the endurance of
Rritish folk, and it is high time he were made
to feel it. anl something more: ridelicet the
need for mending his very nnpatriotie mammers.

Wireless Telegraphy.

Two articles in another eolomn are faseinating
vesding, One from our Paris eprrespondent
fells the story of the seientific snecess in the
measnrement of time which has obinined for
the Fiffel Tower a free pardon for the wn-
pardonable sin—in Paris at all events—of ugli-
vess. The other translated for ws from the
German, narvates the marvellons discovery by
which wrireless telegraphy is made absolutelv
safe against all possible prying and all con-
eeivable inquisitiveness Tt is the invention of
Capt. Hovland, of the Norwegian Navy, who has
male n great vecord. The marvel of ingenunity
Leve is o evvher which is sent throngh space to
e destination, which keeps np its incognito
all the way, and on arrival antomatieally frans-
lates itself futo ordinary (printed) letter for
tlre informafion of the porson entitled to receivn
it, and for him alone. AVl that is necessary is
for twe stations to ngrce om is a letter com-
bimation. and after that a  simple regulator
keeps  the two  instruments in tune within
negliveable limits of ervor. Tt will be secen
that neither Maveoni, wor de Forrest, nor Valde-
mar Paulsen, nor the Telefunkeu people possess
this deviee.  Ttistheinvention of the Novwegian
officer, mul max be applied to any svstom.
We trast the New Zealand Governmenl will
display its wsual promptitwde in the provision
of un installation.

Architecture of the Future.

We publish {o-day o picture of Torvd Isling
ton's seat in Wiltshire, and also one of the
design fov the NB Wiales Paorvliament Tfouse,
The first is too late for Government Ilonse,
but is worth the stundy of those who wish to
build with dignity and comfort on a large
seale in the country. The sceond is an admnir-
able design for the pending competition, whieh,
we trust, will not be postponed on a2uy acconnt.
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