
WhatamistaketheFrenchmadenottoholdtheirSalonthisyear.Theirreasonwasthatabadseasoncalledlorretrench-ment;buttheywillsurelyregretthedaythattheyletLondongetinahead,fortheEnglishmanufacturernowiswideawakeandintendstoholdthelead.TheOlympiashowhasprovedseveralimportantthingsandforeshadowedseveralchanges.Firstitestablishesthepopu-larcarasthe12-18h.p.;itoffersthewormdrive,theen-blocengine,frontwheelbrakes,detachablerimsandwheels,andcomfortablebodies,andittentativelyholdsoutpneumaticsuspension,insteadofpneumatictires,springwheelsandslide-valveenginesfortheapprovalorother-wiseofthepublic.Theslidinggearisparamount,butIcantellyouthatthereis,atthisverymo-ment,anewsystemwhichwillshortlybemadepiJaJic.ImaybeabletogivethedetailsIholdnextweek;forthepresent,however,Iamboundtosecrecy.Iwilldivulgethisamountofnews,namely,thatitisbeingheavilybackedbyacoupleofNewZealandengineers.Carburettorshavebeenlefttotwoorthreefirmstoperfect,andtheClaudel-Hobson,"WhiteandPoppe,andG.L.,aremuchinevidence.TheClaudel-HobsonissplendidlydesignedandcalculatedwithMotorCauserie.Continued.TheJudge'sdecisiononthesetrialswillnotbeavailableforaboutaweek.Mr.J.0.Bidwill,thewinneroflastyear'shillclimbandreliabilitytrials,hasthesympathyofaU,asheputupbyfarthefastestandbestclimbtothelastcorner,whenheskiddedandfellwithin50ydsofthefinish.Here-mountedandfinished,butnaturallyspoilthistuneMrBid-willrodehistwincylinderMountaineer,whichcarriedhimthroughthe200mileswithoutafault.Mr.L.A.Edwards,dinneroflastyear'strials(opentoallclasses),alsoonatwin-cylinderMountaineer,putupasplendid,non-stopperformancetoLevinonthehomejourney,wherehehadthemisfortunetospringaleakinhisbenzinepipe.ThelittleMotosacochessurprisedallbytheirsuccessfulrunning,andalthoughonlyiy±h.p.,theysawmanyoftheirbiggerfriendsleftbythewaysideduringthe200milesrun,whichhasbeencriticisedasoneoftheseverest200milesofroadinanycivilisedcountry.Thebehaviourofthelightweightsgenerallywasthesurpriseoftheevent.changehascomeovertheshow,andvisitorscouldnotfailtonoticetheextraordinaryamountofinteresttakeninthemotorcycles.Thatsoundsthekeynote,themotor-cycleisintheascendantandthe"push"bikemerelymarkingtime.Ofcoursemanysmallimprovementsarenoticeableintheselatter,3-speedhubisaremovepopular,the"AllBlack"cycleisutilitariantoadegree,beingcoveredinXylonitesheathingallovertheusuallyplatedparts;butherethenoveltiescease,andwemustjointhelittleknotsthatcrowdroundthemotorcyclestands.Andthisisahealthysign,foritisbroughtaboutbyavarietyofreasons,which,brieflyput,wouldinclude:"Standard"design,variablegearsandfreeengines,fewerfreaks,andaltogetherveryfewbadconceptionsofdesign.Anovice,letloosewithafew£10notesintheshow,couldhardlyhavemadeamistake.Buttherealpointthatstruckmewasthealmostuniversalcultofthevariablespeedgear,orpulley.Takingasteamengineasthemodelofflexibility,itspetrolbrotheristheessenceofthereverse,andIwillbedogmatictotheextentofstatingthatonlywithinaverysmallrangeofrevolutionsisthepetrolmotoratallefficient.Itisthere-forelogicalandnecessarytoprovidesomemeansofchangingtheratioofenginespeedtoroadAvheelspeedandsoincreas-ingthetorquewhenoccasiondemands.Andwhyisthisnotrecognisedmorefully?Itisrecognised,buttherearetworeasonswhyitisnotfulfilled;first,becausethemechanicaldifficultiesinthewayofmakingasuitablechange-speedgearonabelt-drivenmachineareverygreat,andsecondlybecausetillquitelatelythesupinemanufacturerhasmerelycateredfortheacrobatic"runningstart"and"jumpoffandpush"youth,whileheneglectedthestaidandstableclasswhichisnowtakingupthesportofmotorcycling.Thatthemechanicaldifficultiesofpro-vidingamachinewith(1)afreeengine,(2)changegear,(3)alloperatablefromthehandlebar,aregreatiswitnessedbythefactthathardlytwomakersusethesamesystem,and,moreover,theyaredividedintothreedistinctschools:(a)Thosewhofavourthehandle-barcon-trolledpulley(aprecioussmallsectun-fortunately);(b)theepicycle,two-speedclan,and(c)thecar-typeofsliding-gearandconeclutch,suchastheF.N.andT.A.C.Myconversationswithexhibitorsledmetotheconclusionthatthehandle-barcon-trolledpulleyiswhatiswanted,butthedifficultiesofprovidingsuch,anarticlewithallthenecessarycharacteristicsareastonishinglygreat.,s
malhematicaccuracytogivethebestre-sultsatallspeeds.Thatreadslikeanadvertisement,butitreallyisgenuineadmiration.Itwouldbeinvidioustomentionanyonestandashavingattractedmoreattentionthananother,butIcanatleastsaythattheworkingdiagrammaticmodeloftheSilentKnightenginecausedaregularblockinthetraffic.TheAA.areatalosstoknowwhatcoursetopursuenextyeartofightthepolicetrapnuisance.TherecentdecisionoftheAppealCourt,inacaseinwhichascouthadbeenfinedforobstructingthepolice"intheexecutionoftheirduties,"hasscoredthedoomofthisinvaluablede-partmentoftheA.A.Thelineofargu-menttakenbytheA.A.wasthatifascoutwarnedmotoriststhattheymustnotexceedthetwentymilelimithewasactu-allyhelpingthepolice,sincehewaspre-ventingthelawbeingbroken,aningeniousandsoundargument;buttheAppealJudgestookapracticalviewofthematteranddecidedthatitamountedinfacttoanobstruction.Whatevertheethicsofthistestcaseare,thefactremainsthatpolice-trappingsystemiswrongandcon-stitutesaregularscandal.Iknowofdozensofcasesofcarefulmotoristswho,throughexceedingtwentymilesonanopen,emptyroad,haveincurredpenaltiesoffrom£3to£10.Thecorrespondenceinthemotorpressincludesseveralplanstowarnmotoristsoftheexistenceofatrap.Onemanwritestosuggestthatallcarsshouldcarrycon-fettiandthrowahandfuloutifhedis-coversatrap!AnotherthinksthatasystemofsignallingpassingcarsAvouldbepossible;;andyetanotherproposestoerectsignposts,likegallows,withacorpsein"blue"suspended.Thisaffair,hesays,couldbejuststuckinthegroundinsidethefencelineateachendofatrap.ThemostpracticalideaIreadofwastoputpressureontheauthoritiesandgetthemtoadoptthecolonial''reasonablespeedundertheexistingconditions"regu-lation;andIagreewiththis.TheSilentKnightsuccesshasappar-entlyturnedeverysecondmanintoanengineinventor,andthenewpatentsarelegion;andalso,inmanycases,ofdoubtfulutility.Thiscomingyearpromisestoevolveatleasthalfadozenreallygooddeparturesforthepoppetvalveengine.N.Z.Motor-CycleReliabilityTrials.MotorsMotoringPROGRESSMarch1,1910TheAgricultural,Hall,Islington,isthevenueofeycledomwhentheStanleyShowison,andthisyearhasdrawncrowdsasbigandcriticalasever.InmanywaysaTheStanleyClydeShow,1909,(OurLondonCorrespondent.)158


