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EDITORIAL COMMENT.
Q] Oil Wells at Taranaki.

In another column we give some account
of the wells of Taranaki, as well ag pic-
tures of the plant and seene of operations.
It will be seen by readers of PrROGRESS that
the industry is in a more promising condi-
tion thap it has ever been m 1ts history.
Seme vears ago the only result was rank
failnre. But to-day ihe perseverance of
the true helievers, if it has not been crovwned
with suvcess, has come not far from the
suecess which its efforts have nndoubtedly
deseived, At all events, the whole business
now wears the air of something notl far
Trem a settled industrv

The fame of the wells, even il they are
only prospective, has got far beyvond
the houndaries of ‘the Dominion. A
cahle message during the middle of
the month speaks of inguiries re-
ceived from DLondon and prospects of
purchase. The story reminds us that
the Admiralty is said to have made
up its mind to abandon coal for the navy
and take to petrolenm to drive the King’s
ships. as those of the Czar are driven in
the neighbourhood of the Baku oil district,
and ag many ships are driven now all the
world over. There are many advantages
in favour of the newer fuel. the chief of
which is that there is less chance of damage
from labour dicorganisation. Oil flows of
itself to ithe surface or has to be pumped
with a minimumn of labour. But coal must
be won by hands, and the owners of the
hands are now digplaying some rare
powers of ‘‘sticking up’’ the wholé husi-
ness of the world for their own ends,
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Withont going mto the controversy that
rages round that point, 1t 19 easy to under:
stard that this is a power most inconvenient
10 a nation dependent upon its figet for the
very life of its people Of what use is it
to build Dreadnoughts and subinarines and
torpedo boats and cruisers 1f there Is no
coal for driving them. At the eritieal
woment there may be a sirike of colliers,
and the whole fleet of a country mav he
paralysed. What wounld be the leelings of
the nation if two annonneements appeared
suddenly in the morning papers. one of a
coal strike, and another of (ke German
Fleet pacing scross the North Sea. hound
for a British port?

Of conrse the Admiraliy keeps a stock of
coal for emergencies The nation wonld
not. therefore, he in a panme al the double
announcement above menfioned  Bui there
would he dive fear lest the supply gathered
hy the Admiraltv might nei be sufficient
for the nceds of the coming war. As it
would be impossible to replace the miners
at a moment’s notice, for mining is a
skilled profession, there would be no telling
what a few weeks might bring forth. On
the whole, the decision of the rulers of the
King's Navee to use oil fuel as much as
possible is eommendably pradent. It is
probable enough that the reeent request
for imformation comes from the Admiralty.

It 15 possible at the same thne that 1t may
have come from some German or American
house. Although Rochfeller seems to have
got tired of the monopoly of piling up
dollars throngh the oil pipes of his gigantie
concerns, it may be regarded as tolerably
vertain that the others of the gang who
have been blecding the American peopile
and the world for some years are deter-
mined to enjoy their repasts some time
fonger, At any rate, they ave go-ahead
cnongh to see great possibilities for this oil
business cpening out in this new and far-
off country. Ii, has been their habit
through life never to negleei the prospeets
of rising fields.

If the Glermans were to gel possession,
there would be no fuel for the Admiralty
when occasion arose, except on the terms
dietated by the Kaiser. If the Americans
zot ahead first there would be exploitation
of the national resources by strangers for
strangers. 1t behoves the Government of
the Dominion to keep a wary eye and to
advise all concerned that they shall touch
these wally at their peril. A great national
resource ought not to be allowed to pass out
of the hands of British subjects. That can
not be prevented now. The only resource
would be the imposition of such taxzation as
would make the holding of the property

financially impossible, By the time the
Parhament meets it will be possible to go
by a shorter and better road, nimely, by
the passing of an Act prolibiling the sale
of national property to foreigners under
any pretext whatever,

Repairing the Kaipara.

In some illustrations of the present issne
we show the shipwrights working at the
“Raipara’ m the bottom of the Dock of the
Auvckland Harbour Board It is a suffiei-
ently commonplace husiness {vom the point
of view of the man acenstomed to life in
the neighbourhood of the great dockvards
of the Old Country. Bul here it is in reality
a speecticle unique and suggestive.  When
the direct steamers ran into greatness it
was objected by the erities, who are always
tiuid, that their repair in case of accident
would be the oceasion of the owners’ un-
doing. Now here i* a dock in which a very
serions Jdamage is heing Tepaired with
cheevful promptness. It 1s good news for
the merchant shippmg of the Dominion and
for the ships of the King’s Navy also.
What is more, there 15 a touch of two local
colonrs that do not usnaliy blend well
The dock is Auckland enterprise, but the
contractors for the repairs are Messrs.
Hutchiron and Campbell, of Wellington,
and Adams, of Auckland. The combine
has distingnished itself hy cffacing all
the other contractors, and has shown its
mettle by the manner in which it has
overcome the diffienlty presented by the
absence of rolling machinery for the plates
it requires for its work. It has just man-
aged with jacks and blocks. This is the
gpirit of the early pioneers in the midst of
modern appliances. The ploneers may be
thought to have had the best of the deal, for
they had to improvise everyibhing. But, on
the other hand, the men of to-day, when
they have to improvise—a thing which few
of them ever think of doing—have to find
something to do the work of wvery big
machinery, On the whole, the business
about the ““Kaipara’ in the Auckland Dock
is decidedly interesting, and, as we have
said. snggestive, {

The Dominion Water Power. !

- - 1
At last the Government has determined to
ntilise the water power under State eontrol]
spending half s million a year. As it eatimates
being able to sell power to the publie at one-
tenth the price of private enterprise, there is
much reason to applaud the Government ‘for
aceepting so practically a responsibility of sueb
moment.



