
that it is now confidently expected that a
vigorous scheme will soon be actively
prosecuted. A Board, known as the
Thames Deep Level Development Com-
mittee, has already been constituted, with
Messrs. E. H. Taylor, M.P. (chairman),
and A. Bruce as Government nominees,
and representatives of the May Queen,
Waiotahi, Saxon, Victoria, Moanatairi,
and Caledonian Companies. This body
will have power to arrange the basis of
contributions from those interested com-
panies, who will be benefitted by the sug-
gested large cross-cut tunnel at the 1000
feet level from the Queen of Beauty shaft
to the Caledonian shaft, which latter will
have tobe sunk to the same level. Itwill
also be entitled to receive from the Gov-
ernment the subsidy towards the work to
the amount of £5000, the entire cost being
estimated at £17,000. The successful car-
rying out of this workshould herald anew
era for goldminingon the Thames, and all
advocates of progress are anticipating the
best results.

Before closing,Iwill add a brief de-
scription of this fine plant. The boiler-
house contains 10 Lancashire boilers, in all
1000 horse power, and capable of working
to a depth of 2000 feet. The large com-
pound engine will work up to 400 h.p., and
the air compressor plant is good for 100
h.p. A Tangye 2-cylinder first motion
Mrinding engine operates two cages, and is
equal to a lift of four tons, while a power-
ful capstan engine will lift up to twenty
tons from the bottom at once. The pumps
can throw 1400 gallons perminute;besides
this;, there is an electric lighting plani
which can be extended below if desired
The management of this large plant has
been under the control of Mr. A. C. Mac-
Diarmid since July, 1809.
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IN THE OHINEMURI.
There is not wantingsome evidence that

progress is being made in this centre for
the branchrailway to the celebrated "Waihi
gold mines. The most noticeable advance
is manifested in the completion for the
Thames ValleyCo-operative Dairying Co.,
Ltd.;-of the very complete factory which
was opened on December 6th last. The
building is from the plans of Mr. E. E.
G-illman,' architect, of Paeroa. It is of
brick,' with,tile roof,' and stands on con-
crete 'foundations. The butter room'is
60ft. x 36ft., the separator room 36ft. x
28ft., engine and boiler rooms respectively
measure 28ft. x-18ft: & 20ft./and there are
two insulatedchambers, each 16ft. x-12ft
6in.,onthe coil and pass air systems. Nine

HAURAKI.

About the year 1896 the Hauraki Gold-
fields, Ltd., erected a magnificent pump-
ing and windingplantat the head of wha,t
is known as the Queen of Beauty shaft.
The plant, which is said originally tohave
cost £45,000 in England, was transported
to New Zealand, housed insubstantial iron
buildings, with permanent foundations,
and this work including the sinking of the
shaft to a depth of 800ft. is said to have
involved the company in a total outlay of
£150,000. This splendid property fell into
the hands of the Government about the
year 1900 or later, and has latterly been
operated by the Thames Drainage Board
of which the Hon. E. Mitchelson is chair-
man, the other members being the Mayor
of Thames (ex officio) an elected repre-
sentative of the Thames County Council
and representativesof various mining com-
panies interested. Pumping is being car-
ried onby this Board, and the May Queen
Company, subsidised by the Government,
and the Thames County and Borough
Councils1 sank the shaft from I<he 800 to the
1000 feet level. This work, including the
extension of the pumps to the bottom, was
completed about June last. Since this
time it has been recognised that something
more should be done for the development
of the.field;much controversyhas resulted
and negotiations have so far progressed

AUCKLAND.
(From Our Own Correspondent.)

The contract for the rebuilding of tho
Strand Arcade in Queen Street has been
secured by Mr. J. D. Jones at £21,957.
Architect, Mr. A. P. Wilson, Victoria
Arcade.

Mr.Alex.Wiseman is preparingplans of
a bungalowinwood for Mr.E.H.Mitchell,
of Tonga. Cost, about £1000.

Mr.Morran, City Chambers,has inhand
the erection of a brick shop premises at
Devonport for Mr. Watkins. Contract,
£1376.

Mr.Cecil Trevithick,Victoria Arcade, re-
ports as follows:—The erection of a ferro-
concrete warehouse at Tahiti for Messrs.
Donald and Edenborough; contract, about
£4000. A two-storey residence at Remuera
for Mr.J. W. Shearer, to cost about £750;
builder, Mr. W. Thompson. Bungalow at
Remuera for Mr. G. B. Winkfield, to cost
about £870; builders, Messrs F. Livock &
Son. Butter factory at Opotiki forMessrs.
Mason, Struthers & Co., Ltd.

Tenders are beiiv; " for shortly by
the above architect for a bungalow at
Mount Eden.

A new theatre is shortly to be erected
here for Messrs. Fuller & Son, the success-
ful tenderer beingMr.W. E.Hutchison,at
£7777. Mr.E. Bartley is the architect.

Mr. John Routlyis preparingplans of a
villa at Remuera for Mrs.McElwain.

Mr.B.C. Chilwell is carrying out altera-
tions,inbrick and eternit, toMr. W. Cole-
man's house in Princes Street. Contract,
about £1600. Builder,Mr. James Webster.

IN THE WAIKATO.
Mr. J. W. Warren, F.N.Z.1.A., reports

the completion of a handsome new block of
shops and offices in Hamilton West, to the
order of Messrs. G-avin Wallace & Sons.
This splendid addition to the architecture
of this pretty town is in the renaissance
style, and finished in pressed bricks. On
the ground floor is the large shop, occupied
by the owners, which measures 28 x 70
feet. There is also a smaller shop. 20 x
50 feet, with a general entrance to the
suite of offices, which occupy the first floor
Within the building1 are two strongrooms
and a developing room for sun printing.
The whole is finished as a modern structure
should be, with latest appliances. The
offices are occupiedby Messrs. J. W. War-
ren, architect, Thomson & Ferrier. sur-
veyors, and P. Watts, solicitor. The build-
ing was completed last December and cost,
with the lnnd on which it stands, £6700

Last year the same architect supervised
the complete erection of a red brick block
of shops and offices almost opposite the
foregoing in Victoria Street for Mr. Felix
McGuire, late M.P. for Egmont. This
block contains four shops on the ground
floor, with offices above, and is finished in
brick and stucco. I± is in the Queen Anne
style of architecture, and the cost was
some £7000.

Mr. J. W. Warren, F.N.Z.1.A., also re-
ports progress inmodern buildings,in con-
nection with the dairy industry in Wai-
kato. What is admittedly the largest and
most up-to-date factory has recently been
completed for the CambridgeDairy Co. at
Hautapu. Built on the level floor system
in brick, lined inside with white tiles, the
structure contains separator room, cream
and manufacturing rooms', and cool cham-
ber.Thestagesareinsolidconcrete,andnowood,savewindowanddoorframes,hasbeenused.Thecostwas£3000,ex-clusiveofmachinery,whichabsorbedan-other£1000.ThesamegentlemanhasalsoseencompletedfortheEurekaDairyCom-panyanewbutterfactorytoreplacethatdestroyedbyfire.Thisisonthegravita-tionprinciple,andcost£1872,besidesma-chinery,about£700.InecclesiasticalarchitectureMr.War-renispreparingplansforanewAnglicanChurchinVictoriaStreet.HamiltonWest,whichistoreplacetheexistingbuilding.ThenewChurch,whichwillbecruciforminshape,andwillaccommodateacongre-gationof550,willhaveatowerandspirerisingtoaheightof124ft.Itwillcontainamorningchapel,chancel,sanctuaryand2vestries,andwillbebuiltinredbrickandstone,atatotalcostof£10,000.subsidiarycjreameriegactasfeederlstothismodernfactory,whichhasbeenequippedwithnewmachinerycosting£1600,whiletheolderplanttransferredisofthevalueof£3400.Thecostofthebuilding,includingmachineryfoundationsonlyandcion'cretefloors,wasi£!2550.Twelvehandsareemployedduringtheseason,andnineatthecreameries,andthecapacityofthefactoryisequal1tosixtonsofbutterdaily,asubstantialresult,anJdecidedlyless,uncertainthanmining.Tendersarebeingcalledfortheerectionofasix-roomedresidenceforthemanager.Messrs.J.Lye&Sons,ofAuckland,werethecontractorswhoerectedthefactory.Mr.E.E.Gillman,architect,ofPaeroa,reportsanumberofcottagesandprivateresidencesbeingerectedintheOhinemuridistrict,includingTeAroha,atacostof£400andunder.Atthelatterplaceaprintingofficeisincourseoferection,andablockofshopsandofficesisbeingrein-statedunderhissupervision.ThePres-byterianmanseatPaeroa,whichisbeingerectedbyMr.J.W.Forrest,istobecom-pletedinApril.ItisfromMr.Gillman'splans.Thecontractpriceis£630.Althoughitcannotbesaidthatbuildingoperationsareotherthandeadonthiswell-knowngoldfield,yetevidencesofpro-gressarenotwantingintheborough.Thecivicauthoritiesaretobecongratulatedontheevidentimprovementsinthehigh-ways,andspecialmentionshouldbemadeofthesplendidlykeptfull-widthasphaltfootpathsandconcretewaterchannels.Thebare,tunnel-pierced,tip-besprinkledhillsidesinthebackgroundofthetownarepleasantlycontrastedbythegreenparksandbeautyspotsalongtheforeshore,andthewell-paintedchurches^,schools,andotherpublicbuildingsdottedherea,ndthere,amongtheshopsandresidencesofthepeople.Buttheenquirerafterpro-gresswasdivertedonallhandstotheproposedoperationsforminingdevelop-mentonalargescaleatthe1000feetlevel.206


