
In these tables the Indomitables are in-
cluded witluthe Dreadnought class.

The writer. Mr Gerard Fiennes, has
many more figures showing our present
superiority in small craft, especially in
submarines He makes in connection there-
with some strong remarks. Among the
rest hesays

''
The nervous twitterings which

The Cause of British Alarm.
This is easily stated. In the ten years

1889-98 the German Government spent on
the German fleet an aggregate of
45,803,666, an average annual expendi-
ture of £4,580.366. In the next decade.
1899-1908, the expenditure aggregate
reached £108,650,000, with an average ex-
penditure of £10.865,000. Since the year
1900 three Naval Acts have been passed
by the Reichsrath. and the last of them
specifies that the battle ships of the pro-
gramme must be of the Dreadnought or

Under this head the British Foreign
Secretary recently said very reassuring
things in the House of Commons, to the
effect that the Government had made
enquiries and discovered that the capacity
of the yards private and public -was such
as to be able easily to keep ahead of the
rest of the world:quite equal at all events
to the maintenanceof any Two or Double
One Standard of Power. The only
uncertainty found, referred to the mount-
ings of cannon, and steps had been
taken to equalise matters in that direction.
Since that statement wasmade the head of
the firm of Sir William Armstrong & Co.,
has notified publicly that the firm is able

Great Britain and Germany.
The National Building Capacity.

Number and Tonnage of Warships
Launched, 1892-1908.

The Building of The World's Navy. Indomitable order: and the total material
of the fleet is fixed for the year 1920 as
the date to be worked up to— by annual
proportionate constructions, at 38 battle
ships, fourteen large cruisers, thirty-eight
small cruisers and a large number of tor-
pedo craft. B\ the last Act also the life
of the ships was decreased from twenty-
five to twenty ypars. The meaning of this
provision, asexplainedby Count Reventlow
whose name has figuredrather prominently
of late inconnection with these matters,and
whomoreover, is one of the chief organisers
of the German fleet, is that whenever a ship
reaches the age of twenty years a new one
is immediately laid down to be built as
soon as possible to replace it. The fleet
then of Germany is limited by law to the
above number and has to be kept up to it
with modern ships until such time as the
law may be changed. But in England
those who areconfronted with this explana-
tion as to the limit point to the fact that
this limitation is only one of three, and
they declare that it is quite possible there
may be a fourth Act. a fifth, and as many
more Acts as may be required by an am-
bitious monarch backed by a fanatically
nationalist people.
It is useless to point out that at present

the standard of the British navy is more
than two power, in spite of the lessened
expenditure of late years as shown in the
tables wepublish above.
It is interesting to note also here the

position exactly as it is with regard to the
two strongest of the Europeannavies, those
of France and Germany. The figures are
taken from one of Mr. Archibald Hurd's
publications:—

The standard is all that could be desired.
But the present quality does not count,
since the building of the Dreadnoughts,
and that is the crux of the situation. The
British view is that the Germans are
'"catching up"' and intend to come more
than level.

fill certain organs of the press at the ad-
vance of the German Navy alternately
impel one to laughter and make one grow
hot with shame to think that outpourings
so unworthy of a great and self-reliant
nation should be read on the other side of
the North Sea." He goes on to point out
that "unless attacked by some unthinkable
combination our position is unassailable."
At the same time he has his eye on the
future and he sees there abundant reason
ifnot for actualdisquiet at allevents ample
justification for an extended naval pro-
gramme. He certainly realises the impor-
tance of the Dreadnought change.

"Now these two things are as certain
;}j> anythingin themutable sphere of human
affairs can be:— (1) That Germany will
have twenty-five Dreadnoughts and Indo-
mitables at sea in the spring of 1915, and
possibly if thenew proposalsof the German
Navy League are adopted, another six
Indomitables, making 31 in all. But let
us keep on sure ground and say 25. (2)
That Japan contemplateshavingbefore the
end of 1913, a fleet of twenty modern fii\>t-
class battle-ships of which,even if we make
liberal concessions as to the efficiency of
her existing fleet, ten will beDreadnoughts
and then must be added at least six Indo-
mitables or their equivalents. There will
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