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homogeneous enough for any one. Hard
by is the Railway headquarter building,
one of the finest buildings of its size in the
world ; of excellent design, homogeneous, a
gracious ornament to the city. Further on
there is the Customs Building, a handsome
characteristic, well-designed pile, as far
from deserving the offence of the Empire
Reviewer’s defence as is the dome of St.
Paul’s, London. TIf the reviewer wrote of
the Year One he might be forgiven. DBut

writing of te-day he must be convicted of
not koowiog as much as he ought abont
what he is writing for the information of
others. The evidence of the public bnild-
ings in Wellington alone is conclusive
against him.

It does not stand alone, for there are
publie buildings in every one of our cities
using the term for the four chief centres,
public buildings which are an ornament to
their city and a credit to the profession
that designed them. Take the Railway
Station of Dunedin, an exceedingly hand-
some building, criticised much for many
things locally, but admired with unanimous
decigion in all gqnarters. Take the old Uni-
versity building of the same city, one of the
finest in the Dominion erected forty-two

finished. Wellington has a Basilica and
two ehurches (St. Peter’s and St. An-
drew’s) which ought to keep critics from
spending all their ink in negation, and the
old pro-cathedral of St. Paul is a striking
proof of how well the pioneers of colomisa-
tion understood the vequisites of church
building in wood. Christehureh has a
Gothic cathedral (Anghican), not designed
by a loecal architect it is true, but forming
part of the Pominion archifecture. and
therefore not to be passed gver silently by
anyone undertaking to speak of the build-
ings erected by the people of the Dominion.
That is a cathedral of magnificent design
and proportion, small as cathedrals go
truly, but a wonderful church for so small
a community to have built. The Catholic
Cathedral is also on the small side, but at
the same time creditable to the community
that built it, and a fine example uf Italian
architecture. Napier has a splendid
cathedral in brick and stone. Dunedin has
three fine church buildings, First Chureh,
Enox Church, and St. Joseph’s, and Inver-
cargill has two. There are besides churches
of all swies scattered throughout the Do-
minion, correct in design, striking in ap-
pearance, and in the aggregate hfting the

square, Christchurch; Lambton quay and
the reclaimed ground, where the big ware-
kouses are, Wellington. These are good to
leok at, and the beginnings of a state of
things of which the next generation will be
proud.

Take Lambton quay between Woodward
street and the foot of Willis street. Along
that stretch the fine buildings are the rule,
some of them very elegant, and all designed
with considerable taste and regard to their

s+ positions and porposes. The same applies
to the mneighbourhood where are the
National and Australasian Bapks, Nathan's
Building, and a good many others; part
of a list they are comprising for its highest
examples the Bank of New Zealand, King’s
Buildings, the Bank of New South Wales,
and others too well known to require re-
capitulation.  Among all these one ean
pick out many examples which give the
contradiction emphatic to the generalities
of banality which the reviewer of the Em-
pire mistakes for sound criticism. Their
style and materials, together with the work-
manship in their construction, will stand
examination of the most searching order,
and have nothing to fear from comparison,
no matter how close. Of course there are
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vears ago, but requiring no apology from
any critic faint-hearted or otherwise. The
Post Office of Christchurch is far above
the level described by the Reviewer, so is
the Supreme Court; and the old Provineial
Couneil Building, besides being of very
handsome exterior, eontains the handsomest
hall in the Dominion, one that would pass
muster in any part of the world for im-
poging design and exquisiteness of detail
The Post Office and the Land Office at
Auckland are standing eontradictions to
the reviewer, and asg for the smaller towns
there are public buildings in many of them
which are excellent examples of what they
ought to he. Moreover, the school build-
ings scattered all over the Dominion con-
tain some very good examples of the school
as reason would have it.

Our ecclesiastical architecture is not in
a state to compare with older conntries
filled with master pieces as they are, ve-
presenting the product of many eenturies
of effort.  Siill there are some fine ex-
amples, quite enough to redeem the Do-
minion from the reproach of the super-
cilious and the reputation of the Dominion
architects from the sweeping disgrace of
the reviewer who is afraid to give sympathy
where he undertakes to defend. There are
fine churches in Auckland, at the head of
which, for beauty and correctness of form,
stands the Chureh of 8t. Matthew, lately
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architecture of their towns from undis-
criminating condemnation,

To those who know the hy-ways of the
Dominion, a recollection will occur i this
connection readily. It is of the little
parigsh chureh at Otekaike, buili in the old
Norman stvle, of Oamaru stone, solid
chaste, & very gem of simplicity and ele-
gance, correct and typical, from the design
of Mr. Kane, of Christehurch, who built
so many fine schools for the Provineial
Council and for the Canterbury Eduncation
Board in his day.

Neither do the ordinary strect buildings
lend themselves to a eriticism which is a
mere negation. In some of the cities,
notably  Auckland and Wellington, the
chief defect of the new buildings is that
they are stuceo. The parsimony of the
men who order the buildings shuts out all
congiderations of the beauty of material
and of the honesty of plain brick and
stone. But the defect apart, the architec-
ture is often of an order to be treated with
respect. The chief cities are at all events
emerging from the old state of unconven-
tional beginnings to a style of much pre-
tensions and some beautv., There are some
streets in no way deserving the slurs of the
reviewer.  Queen street and Wellesley
street, Auekland, Princes street, Dunedin,
together with the streets by the railway
station, Hereford street. and Cathedral
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mean buildings still in the streets named,
and more of them in the other sfreets, and
as you get outwards towards the outskirts
of the city the state of things architectural
i~ deplorable. This is paralleled in all the
cities and towns of the Dominion—it is but
another way of saying that the Dowinion
is yet young. That, however, is not a
reagon for unreasoning comprehensiveness
of hostile eriticism, neither is it for faint-
hearted negations of defence.

Ag to the adviee of the man who wants
the individuality of a city fo be preserved,
ihe first thing needed is the individuality.
If there ig no individuality it can not be
preserved. Fach architect can have his own
individupality, and a murrain on those who
would do anything to stifle it. On the
other hand, the suggestion is not bad that
some check should be put npon exuberance,
so that there may be secured a certain
homogeneity of style, so far as is com-
patible with all the eonditions surrounding.

For the present, however, let us, above
all things, learn to respeet our own so far
as it ean be respected worthily. There can
bhe ne better foundation for greatness—
arehitectural ag of other kinds—than
honest appreciation of modest worth, just
as there can he none worse for the builder
than the exaggeration of modesty into
genius,



