
was,accordingtoallrecord*,,themostmagnificentcometthatliaseveibeenseenbyhumaneyes,andincomparably,therefore,themostfamousinthelist.Intheyears248,324,and399oftheOhiishaneiatherearerecordsofcometsof_re-markableappearance,alltruetotheHalleyperiod.TherestaieinthetableabovegivenbyProfessorWilson,anditwillbeseenthattheyarealloftheseventy-fheyearperiod,withaberrationsaccountedfornowbythesuperiorknowledgeofastronomerswhocanmakeallowancefortheperturbationsduetotheinfluenceofplanets.sincediscovered.Thisisthecometwhichmaynowbeseenatanymoment,accordingtoProfessor"Wilson,thoughtheoreticallyduein1910,whichundoubted-lywillbetheperiodofitsgieatestsplendourforthecurrentperiod,forthe~obsenationofwhichthepositionofthisplanetwillbefavourable.Itwillbeforusthelastluminouspointofalonghibtoiy,otnhichthefirstprobaolywasseenjustbotoietheRomanconquestofAsiaMinor.Itispiobablethatthebrightnessofthelastappear-anceoithisflyingvisitormayequalthatofthefiist,whichwassofamousthioughouttheworld.HALLEY'bCOMETTheOibitcomputed,showingpiobablcil.itcsofhistappe.u.inco.aidPeuhehonInancienttimestheappearanceofcometsfilledthepeoplewithterrorand''withfearofchangeperplexedmonarchs."InEnglandthemostnotedandthemostterri-fyingofthewholeseriesthatdisquietedthenation,duringfourteencenturieswastheCometofApril,1066.None,ontheotheihand,seemedtothepopularmindsoamplyjustifiedasaprophetofevil.HavingatthebeginningoftheyearperplexedthebraveSaxonKingHaroldwithfearofchange,andflownawayoutofsight,theendoftheyearbroughtjustificationwiththedecisivebattleoftheNormancon-quest.ThistrueprophetofoldtimehassincebeenidentifiedasHalley'scomet.ItwasseeninthefifthandeighthcenturiesoftheChristianera,butnothonouredbytheusualcalculations.Butitsthirdappear-anceanditssequel,theBattleofHastings,preventedmenfromforgettingitsexist-ence.Sincethenithasbeenprovedtohaveaperiodofbetween74y2and79years,havingreturnedtotheneighbour-hoodoftheSuntentimesduringthesevencenturies."Thequestionnowarises,"writesProfessorWilsoninPopu-larAstronomy,"willthenextreturnbeinfavourableorunfavourablecircumstances'?Shallweexpecttoseeagreatmagnificentcomet,asin1066or1456,oraninsignifi-cantobjectasin1607?Inordertoaidinansweringthisquestion,Ihavegatheredtogethertheelementsofthecomet'sorbitatthedifferentapparitionswhichhavebeenobserved,andhavedrawntheconse-quentialdiagram,"whichweproduceonthispageofthepresentissue.ApproximateelementsopHalley'sCometreducedtotheequinoxof1910.Thediagramwaspreparedb\theaidol"ephemeridesofthecometcomputedbyMr.P.E.Seagrave,ofProvidence,R.1.,andtheelementsdifferslightlyfromthosegiveninthelastlineofthetable,butnotenoughtoaffecttheshapeofthediagramappreciably.Mr.SeagraveadoptsMay10thforthedatewhenthecometwillbeatperihelion.ThecomputationsofMessrsCowellandCrommelinpointtoanearlierdate,probablyaboutApril8forperihelionpassage.ComparingthiswiththedatesHalley'sComet.(AfterH.C.WilsonINPopularAstronomy.)AssoonasHalleyhadcompletedhisresearches,thecometof1682appeared.Heatonceobservedandexhaustivelystudiedthenewarrival,display-ingextraordinarypowerofmathematicalanalysis.Hefoundtheplanetmovinginaplanebutlittleinclinedtotheecliptic—wequotefromProfessorMitchells"PlanetaiyandStellarOrbs"—andinaneclipseofverygreatelongation,andreced-ingatitsaphelionperiodtotheenormousdistancefromthesunof3,400,000,000miles;andhecom-puteditsperiodatseventy-fiveyears.Lookingoverhisresearchesbythelightofthesedata,hefound,asitwere,astringofbeads:cometsappearinginlineatseventy-fiveyearsdistanceapproximately.Theeailierportionofthestringwasprobable,thelaterappearedcextain.ThefirstoftheformercategoiywasthegreatcometoftheyearofthebhthofMithridates,130yearsbeforeChrist.ItAstronomyinthetableweseethatthiscoincidesverycloselywiththatfortheapparitionin1066whenthecometwasafamousobject.Nowastothe1910apparition.ThecometisnowoutbetweentheorbitsofJupiterandSaturn.ItwillbewithinthedistanceofJupiter'sorbitafterMarchIst,1909.Itispossiblethatsomeonewiththeaidofagreattelescopeoraphoto-graphiccameramaycatchsightoftheex-pectedvisitorduringthewinterof1908-9.WemaybegintosearchforitasearlyasSeptember,1908,providedthatgoodephemeridesareathand.Almostcer-tainlyitmaybefoundbySeptemberorOctober,1909.Itwillthenbeonlyaroundnebula,whatevertailithasbeingalmostdirectlybehinditasseenfromtheHalley'sConnectionwiththisComet.PROGRESSDecember1,1908earth.IfthedateofperihelionshouldheMay10,thecometMillbelostbehindthesunintheearlypartofApril,reappear-inginthemorningskyaboutthefirstdayofMay.Itshouldreachitsgreatestbril-liancyinthelastdaysofMaybutthemorningdawnwillpreventitshavingthemoststrikingeffect.ItwillpassbetweentheearthandthesunaboutJune1,andthereisapossibilitythenofthetailex-tendingsofaroutovertheearththatitmaybeveryconspicuousinspiteofthedeeptwilightinwhichtheheadofthecometmustbeobserved.AfterJunefirstthecometshouldbevisibleintheeveninginthewesternsky,amoreorlesssplendidobjectaccordingastheeffectofthelessen-ingtwilightortheincreasingdistanceofthecometbethemoreimportantfactorinchangingitsbrilliancy.64a2^3«S22q«ffl53t"'&r2&-"S"w*rt"®m~tn»«O-300So"3-3-2Si12al§sflfsSII{Li-ij«3o1-3^3*"(^4ÔDe^reebDegreesDegiees451July3...1085533160.62760June11...107.552.5170601066Apr11145Apr.291222Sept.15...10565161650.671301Oct.221378Nov.8...107.7754671790.5841456June8...104825008176205811531Aug.25...104.305077170005791607Oct.27...107.2552.66171405851682Sept.14...109.265435177605831759Mai.12...110.6555.92176205851835Nov.16...110.645619177b05861910Ma)10...11l5457.1817780593%579.177.479.177.C77.ri75i76$74i78I76-374!Motionretrogiaile.a2^3«S22q«ffl53t"'&r2&-"S"w*rt"®m~tn»«O-300So"3-3-2Si12al§sflfsSII{Li-ij«3o1-3^3*"(^4ÔDe^reebDegreesDegiees451July3...1085533160.62760June11...107.552.5170601066Apr11145Apr.291222Sept.15...10565161650.671301Oct.221378Nov.8...107.7754671790.5841456June8...104825008176205811531Aug.25...104.305077170005791607Oct.27...107.2552.66171405851682Sept.14...109.265435177605831759Mai.12...110.6555.92176205851835Nov.16...110.645619177b05861910Ma)10...11l5457.1817780593%579.177.479.177.C77.ri75i76$74i78I76-374!Motionretrogiaile.


