
GreatFlightbyMr.WilburWright.upwardroundtheparadeground,tillhegotituptothe200feetlevel.Therethegoingwaseasieragreatdeal,eitherbecausethepuffswerequieterthere,ortherewaslessdisturbanceoftheaircurrentsfromthehousesandtreesneartheparadeground.Beforethemachinecamedowntherewasastrangeincident.Adove,attractedbythemonsterwhirringalong,startedinpur-suit,andmadedes-perateeffortstocomelevel,keepingitupforover300yards.Butthe"man-bird"easilyhelditsown.Brainsandmachin-erytriumphedoverinstinctandperfectknowledgeofflying.Mr.Wrightshotaheadofhiscompeti-tor,thebirdbeing''outflown,outclassedandoutrun.''Cheersandwavinghandker-chiefsproclaimedthevictory,andtherewasagreatdealofshout-ing.Themachineeventuallycamedown''alightingsoftlyinacloudofdustandahazeofcongratula-tions,withshoutslouderthanever."Thenextdaythetriumphalprogresswasresumed,withgreatnightsinfiguresofeight,andthespeedregisteredbyanemometerwas391/*milesanhour.Thenextdaytheaeronautwentupwithmiof-ficerofIheAmericanArmy,andafterhehadbroughthim.safe-TheFirstSuccessfulFlightZeppelin'sFirstPlightandAnchorageItappears,fromthereportscomingtohandinordinarycourseofmail,thatOrvilieWrightmadehislonghourflightsbeforehisbrotherWilburhadgottothatstageinFrance.OntheBthofSeptemberhenewforonehourandliveminutesroundtheparadegroundatFortMeyer.Onthe9thhestayeduplonger,andgotthecheersandwavingofhandkerchiefsofseveralthousanddelightedspectators."The'aeronef/"wroteaneyewitness,"speddowntherailandmountedimmedi-atelyintotheair....Thecrowdaftergivingonecheerasthebigbirdrosequietandmotionless,stoodwatchingandwaiting."Afterithadbeenflyingstead-ilyroundandroundthecourseforthreequartersofanhour,thewindsuddenlygotupandblewtenmilesanhour.Atoncethemotionoftheaeronefchanged.Gonewastheeasy,steadymotionhithertosore-markable.Nomorestatelycurves;shebeganto"dipanddive"somethinglikeashipinaseaway,"risingupsuddenlyandthenrushingheadlongdownthesteepslopeofanaerialwave,untilbroughtupsharplybythesteadyhanduponthelevers,thefigureguidingthemachinesittingalmostmotionless.Nodifferencedidthebreezemaketothemanwhohasnegociatedwindstwiceasfast,andbutlittledifferencewasnoticedinthespeedwhenthewindwasononeside,inspiteofthepitchingandtossing.Butagainstthewindthespeedwasperceptiblyslower,andwithit,asthemachineswungroundthecurves,itseemedaveritableaerialexpresstrain,someteoricwasitsflight."Thetravellinggettingmoreuneven,theaeronautdecidedtotrywhattheairwaslikehigherup,andsenthismachineonalongseriesofspiralflightsOrvilleWrightinAmerica.lyback(afterastatelyflightattherateof38miles)toearth,hestartedupagain,andremainedintheair,goingfast,forover74minutes.Buttherewasasadendinprospect.Itcameonthe16th.Theflightbeganustheothers,withgraceandspeedbird-likeineveryway."Wrighthadapassenger,Lieut.Selfridge,oftheU.S.Army,andastheyswungroundtheparadegroundinstatelyfashion,thelieutenantwavedhishandrepeatedlytofriendsbelow.3ivery-thingseemedtobegoingquiteshipshapeandBristolfashion.InthemidstoCthispleasantscenecametheend."Suddenly,onroundingacorner,themachineappearedtoloseitsbalance,iikeabirdkilledonthewing,andfelltoearthwithasickeningthud.''Thefallwasesti-matedbytheonlookersatfrom75to100feet.Manyrusheduptohelp.Theyfoundthemachinesmashedtopiecesandtheunfortunatepassengerslyingamongthewreckage.Anotheraccount—DailyMad—givesthefollowingdetails:—"Theaeroplanewasmaiiingitsfourthcircleoftneparadeground,whenthegreatcrowdwhichhadgatheredtowitnessthenightssawabladeofthelefthandpropellerflyoff.Instant-lythemachinefluttereduncertainlylikeawoundedbird.Thenitturnedcompletelyoverandplungedseventy-fivefeettoearth.Agreatcloudofdustrose,instantlyshut-tingofftheviewofthewreckage.''Allaccountsagreethattheprimarycauseoftheaccidentwasthereplacementoftheoriginalpropellersbyapairsome-whatlonger,forthepurposeofincreasingthespeed.Therewasnotroomenoughfor,thenewbladestoworkfree,hencetheacci-dent.Thereissomecomfortinthis,foritdisclosesthatthecausewasnotanyuncer-taintyordefectintheaeroplaneitself.TheflightsofOrvilleWrightarethusre-corded::—•Sept.9—lhr.2min.13sec.Sept.10—lhr.smin,42sec.Sept.12—lhr.14min.20sec.ThedayaftertheaccidentWilburWrightwastocompetefortheMiehelinCup,andmanythousandsmettoseethesport,butonreceivingthenewsoftheaccident,heburstintotears,andshuthim-selfupaloneinhisaeroplaneshed.December1,1908PROGRESSZeppelinNo.i.theLastFlight.(Details—from"TheTimes''—ofcabledcondensationUvomonthsago.)"AtLeMansonthe21stMr.WilburWrightsurpassedallpreviousachievementsinaeroplaneflights,bothfortimeanddis-tance.Itwasnotuntil4o'clockintheafternoonthat,thewindhavinggonedown,theaeroplanewasbroughtoutfromitsshedinthepresenceofMr.HenryWhite,theUnitedStatesAmbassadorinParis,andacrowdestimatedat8,000persons.Muchprecioustimewaswastedinthreefalsestarts,butwithhishabitualimper-turbabilityMr.Wrightpersisted,andat5.17rosesuccessfullyintotheair,and,fly-ingataheightof15to20ft.,steeredforthefirstturningpost.Thecourseismark-edoutbythreeturning,postsformingatriangle,ofwhichthesidesare1,000,700,and300metresrespectively.Oneofficiallapistherefore2000metres,butintakingtheturnsmoredistanceisnaturallycov-ered,sothatalapgenerallyamountbtoatleast2J">OOmetres.54


