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DecemeeER 1, 1908

Orville Wright in America.

It appears, from the reports coming to
hand 1 ordinary course of mail, that
Orville Wright made his long hour flights
before his brother Wilbur had got to that
stage in France. On the 8th of September
he new for one hour and five minutes round
the parade ground at Fort Meyer. On the
9th he stayed up longer, and got the cheers
and waving of handkerchiefs of several

thousand delighted spectators. ‘“The
‘aeronef,” 7 wrote an eye witness, ‘‘sped
down the rail and mounted immedi-

ately into the air. The crowd
after giving one cheer as the big bird rose
quiet and motionless, stood watching and
waiting.””  After it had been fiying stead-
ily round and round the course for three
guarters of an hour, the wind suddenly got
np and blew fen miles an hour. At once
the motion of the aeronef changed. Gone
was the easy, steady motion hitherto so re-
markable. No more stately curves; she
began to “‘dip and dive’’ something like a
ship in a seaway, ‘‘rising up suddenly and
then rushing headlong down the steep slope
of an aerial wave, until brought up sharply
by the steady hand upon the levers, the
figure guiding the machine sitting almost
motionless. No difference did the breeze
make to the man who has negociated winds
twice as fast, and but little difference was
noticed in the speed when the wind was
on one side, in spite of the pitching and
tossing. But against the wind the speed
was perceptibly slower, and with it, as the
machine swung round the curves, it seemed
a veritable aerial express train, so meteoric
was it flight.”” The travelling getting
more uneven, the aeronaut decided to try
what the air was like higher up, and sent
his machine on a long series of spiral flights
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THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT.

upward round the parade ground, till he
got it up to the 200 feet level. There the
going was easier a great deal, either hecause
the puffs were quieter there, or there was
less disturbance of the air eurrents from the
houses and trees near the parade ground.
Before the machine came down there was
a strange incident. A dove, attracted by
the monster whirring
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7 along, started in pur-
suit, and made des-
perate efforts to come
level, keeping it up
for over 300 yards.
But the “man-bird”’
eagily held its own.
Brains and machin-
ery triumphed over
instinet and perfect
knowledge of flying.
Mr. Wright shot
' ahead of his competi-
tor, the bird being
““‘outflown, outclassed
and ountrun.’”’ Cheers
and waving handker-
chiefs proelaimed the
vietory, and there was
a great deal of shout-
ing. The machine
eventually came down
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had brought hin safe-

THE LAST FLIGHT,

ly back (after a stately flight at the rate
of 38 miles) to earth, he started up again,
and remained in the air, going fast, for over
74 minutes.

But there was a sad end in prospect. It
came on the 16th. The fiight began as the
others, with grace and speed bird-like in
every way. Wright had a passenger,
Lieut. Selfridge, of the U.8. Army, and
as they swung round the parade ground in
stately fashion, the lieutenant waved his
hand repeatedly to friends below. Iivery-
thing seemed to be going quite shipshape
and Bristol fashion. In the midst of this
pleasant scene came the end.

““Suddenly, on rounding a corner, the
machine appeared to lose its balance, like a
bhird killed on the wing, and fell to earth
with a sickening thud.’” The fall was esti-
mated by the onlookers at from 75 to 100
feet. Many rushed up to help. They
found the machine smashed to pieces and
the unfortunate passengers lying among
the wreckage.

Another account—2=Daly 3Mal—gives the
followmg detals:—*The aeroplane was
maiang 1ts fourth ecircle of the parade
ground, when the great crowd which had
gathered to witness the flights saw a blade
of the left hand propeller fiy off. Instant-
ly the machine fluttered uncertainly like a
wounded bird. Then 1t turned completely
over and plunged seventy-five feet to earth.
A great cloud of dust rose, instantly shut-
ting off the view of the wreckage.”

All accounts agree that the primary
cause of the accident was the veplacement
of the original propellers by a pair some-
what longer, for the purpose of increasing
the speed. There was not room enough for,
the new blades to work free, henee the acei-
dent. There is some comfort in this, for it
discloses that the eause was not any uncer-
tainty or defect in fhe aeroplane itself.

The flights of Orville Wright are thus re-
corded :—

Sept. 9—1hr. 2min. 13sec.
Sept. 10—1hr, 5min, 42s¢c,
Sept. 12—1hr. 14dmin. 20sec.

The day after the accident Wilbur
Wright was to compete for the Michelin
Cup, and many thousands met to see the
sport, but on receiving the news of the
accident, he burst into tears, and shut him-
self up alone in his aeroplane shed,

Great Flight by Mr. Wilbur Wright.

(Details—from *“ The Times’—of cabled
condensation two months ago.)

““At Le Mans on the 21st Mr. Wilbur
‘Wright surpassed all previous achievements
in aeroplane flights, both for time and dis-
tance. It was not until 4 o’clock in the
afternoon that, the wind having gone down,
the aeroplane was brought out from its
shed in the presence of Mr. Henry White,
the United States Ambassador in Paris,
and & crowd estimated at 8,000 persons.
Much precious time was wasted in three
false starts, but with his habitual imper-
turbability Mr. Wright persisted, and at
5.17 rose suceessfully into the air, and, fly-
ing at a height of 15 to 20ft., steered for
the first turning post. The course is mark-
ed out by three turning.posts forming a
triangle, of which the sides are 1,000, 700,
and 300 metres respectively. One official
lap is therefore 2000 metres, but in taking
the turns more distance is naturally cov-
ered, so that a lap generally amounts to al
Teast 2500 metres.



