
Acorrespondentwritesenthusiasticallydeclar-ingthatthegrowingpopularityofthehandylittleMotosaeoehehasbeenfrequentlyremarked,butitisnottillone'sbusinessorpleasuretakeshimtoremoteandthemoreinaceessablepartsofNewZealandthatthequalityofthispopularityisproperlyunderstood.Iam,liesays,anai'clentadmirero£thisnatty-littlemotorcycle,andwatchwithinterestitscon-questofourcountry.Thiswasforciblyimpresseduponmerecentlywhenafellowpassengerinthes.s."Kahu"informedmethathiswayhometoCastlePoint,ontheEastCoast,layoverthesideofthesteamer(withhisMotosaeoehe),intoasurfboat,andthencepermotoralongeightmilesofoceanbeach,brokenhereandtherewithpatchesofhugebouldersoverwhich,ofcourse,itwasnecessarytolifthismotor.Again,whengazingfromthetrainatoneofthestationsontheMainTrunklinewiththewonderingeyesofastrangerinastrangeland,abackblockeronapack-ladenMotosaeoehelookedsogrotesquelyup-to-datethataninvoluntarysmilewentroundthecarriage.Awell-knowntravellerforanAmericanoilfirm,wasrecentlymetcrossingtheOtiraGorgetoChristchurch.HehadhiswifeonherordinarycyclecoupledtothesideofhisMotosaeoehe,andhisproudandtolerantsmileasthepairglidedby,clearlyshowedhehadnodesiietoadoptsuchobsoletemethodsoftravellingascoaching.IntheWai-Kato,Kotorua.theroughbushtracksfromGis-bornetoOpotiki,overtheRimutaka,Hokitika,thegoldfieldsofCentralOtago;infact,every-whereistheMotosaeoehefindingitswayintoman'severydaylife.Onereverendgentlemanconsidersthefactthatmorningserviceisseparatedfromhiseveningserviceby50miles,ofverymixedroad,nothingextraordinarynowhehasaMotosaeoehe,whilecountrydoctorshailtheirMotosaeoeheasthegreatestblrssingofthecentury.Itisthefactofitsextremeadaptabilityonallclassesofroadsandtracksthathasmadetheordinarybicyclepopular,andIhavenottheslightestdoubtthatinashorttimetheeasyandluxuriousMotosa-eoehewillnotonlysecureenormouspatronagefromthenon-cyclingpublic,butwillalsolargelydisplacethepushbicyclehere,asontheCon-tinent.theclubinwhoseareatheoffenceiscom-mitted.(d)Allrepressiveactiontobetakenbytheclubinwhosespherethecarisregistered.Ofcoursetheclubwastoco-operatetotheutmostofitspowerwiththelocalclubs.Itwasaschemecompleteandfair-lyworkable,and,aboveallthingsremark-able,forthegoodwillwithwhichthelead-ingmotoristsoftheKingdomwentintoit.Almostatoncethewholeofthelocalclubstookupthesuggestion,andthemotorworldisnowengagedinthebusi-nessofsettingitshouseinorder.AtthesametimetheLocalGovernmentBoardwasnotidle.ItaddresseditselftotheCountyandBoroughCouncils,anddis-coursedtothemanenttheevilsofthemotortrafficduetotheinconsideratenessofthefew.whooughttoberepressed.Onereadsthedocumentwithmuchattention,seeingthatitsauthoristhepracticalJohnBurns,andtheobjectistohelpthemotor-istswhoaretryingtohelpthemselves.Be-foredecidinguponfreshlegislation,theBoarddrawsattentiontotheprovisionsoftheexistinglaw,which,itthinks,shouldbesufficienttopreventmostoftheevilscomplainedof.Inparticularitconsidersthatracing,eitherbymotor-omnibusesorothermotorvehicles,onthepublichigh-waysshouldberigorouslysuppressed.Thecircularacknowledgesthataspeedoftenmilesanhourmayoftenbeexceededwithsafety,andofferssomeadviceastotheconditionsinwhichthelowerspeedlimitmayproperlybeimposed.Afterinvitingtheroadauthoritiesthemselvestohelpindiminishingtheriskofaccidentsbytheroundingoffofstreetcorners,thepruningofhedges,andothermeasures,theBoarddiscussesthedustnuisance,which,itfears,cannotatpresentbealtogetherremoved.Itrecommendstheroadauthorities,how-ever,frequentlytowatertheroadsTheMagneto.TheMotosacoche.PROGRESSDecember1,1908Anadvantageofthisfuelisitscheap-ness,aswehaveshownfromtimetotime,butitisanadvantagethatfallsshortofpredominance.IthasnowbeendiscoveredinQueensland,weunderstand,thataper-centageofthemolassesrunningfromthesugarmillsisalcohol,whichcanbeseparat-edatacostamplyrepaidbyasellingpriceofsixpencethegallon.Mr.Cheal,whowritestousonthissubjectfromAuckland,suggeststhattheGovernmentwoulddowelltotakeuptheindustry.HecitesthecaseofRussia,whichmakesalcoholaGovern-mentmonopoly.Russiais,ofcourse,notexactlythemodelforafreecountrytoformitselfupon,generallyspeaking.Buttheremaybeexceptionalreasonsinthisease.Anymoveinthedirectionofcheapfuelwouldbewelcome,especiallyifittooktheshapeofalargenationalprofitincon-nectionwithwhattheProhibitionistswouldcallaninnocenttrade.TheonlywayforastartwouldbetosecuretheoptionoverthewholeQueenslandandFijianoutputofmolasses.HowlongtheGovernmentsofthosecountrieswouldpermittheresultingprofitablemonopolytobeenjoyedbythisDominionisanothermatter.PossiblythemonopolywouldfinditselfsooninthecategoryofthingsthatgetshortshriftAtanyrate,thereisroomforaninventortoextractthealcoholattheprico.orifanin-ventorisnotrequired,theplacewillbeforthefirstenterprisingbusinesstripthatcomesalong.Sir,—Theviewswhichhavebeensowellex-pressedinyoureolumswithregardtodangerousmotorracinghaveinterestedandimpressedmegreatly.Ifeelthatyouwillrealisethatthequestionisaveryseriousoneforthemanufacturer.Therecanbenodoubtthattherapidde-velopmentoftheautomobilehasinthepastbeenverylargelyduetoracing,andthepublicun-doubtedlythentookagreatinterestinit;butyourrecentutteianeeshavedevelopedthefactthatthereisnowanimmensevolumeofpublicfeelingagainstdangerousracing,andthatthereisageneralideathattheautomobileisdevelopedandestablishedsosufficientlythatracingde-monstrationsofanextremetypearenolongerneeessaiy.Asonewhohasbeenresponsibleformostoftheracinginthiscountry,IthinkitmayperhapsbemydutyindeferencetopublicfeelingtobethefirstmanufacturertopubliclyannouncemyintentionofwithdrawingNapiercarsfromalldangerouscompetitions.InmakingthisannouncementIhopethepublicwillacceptmyassurancethatmysoleobjectinautomobileracinginthepastwastodemonstratetheabilityofaBritishmanufacturertoholdhisowninthishightypeofengineeringagainstanyoneinthisworld,notwithstandingthelongstartourfaultylegislationgaveourforeigncompetitorsinthisgreatindustry.Ifeelthatthatobjecthasnowbeenachieved,andthattheBritishmotor-carnowleadsintype,designandwoikmanship.AsIhavesaid,thismatterisaseriousoneforthemanufacturer,anditispossiblethatabsten-tionfromracingcontestsmay,assomethink,leactuponmyfirm.ImustthereforequalifythisdeclarationofmywithdrawalfromabnormalcontestsbyclaiminglibertytoleadthewayagainifIhavemistakenthetrendofpublicfeeling.Iwouldaddthatmydecisioninrelationtoracingwillinvolvenorelaxationineverypossiblescientificefforttowardstherefinementandde-velopmentoftheBritishmotor-car.AlcoholforFuel.Racing—ARenunciation.(S.F.EDGEINAitto-Car.)Theaveragemotormechanicregardstheworkofrenovatingmotorbodiesasex-clusivefyacoachpainter'sjob,andsoitiswhenithastobedonethoroughly,butasallofusaremoreorlessslavesofappear-ances—ourcustomersmoreso—itmaybeusefullynotedthatacoatofvarnishontopofdullpaintmakesacarlookasthoughithadbeenrenovated,andasitisquiteeasytodoitquicklyandwell,thereisnorea-sonwhyitshouldnotbedonebyrepairersoftenerthanisthecaseafterathoroughoverhaul,andwhentheearownerhasneithertimenorinclinationtowaitforthecoach-painter'sslowandmethodicalpro-cedure.Theconstantwashingofcarbodies,ofcourse,destroystheoriginalcoatofvar-nish,andthepaintworktakesonthatdeadlack-lustreappearancewhichmakesitap-pearasthoughr-pointingisessential.Forinstance,vichaveacarinourrepairworksnowwhv-khasnotbeenpaintedandlinedfortwoyears,yetthepaintonthebodyandHieenginebonnetisgood,thoughdull.Aftersomeextensiverepairstoen-gineandchassis,Ihadthepaintedpartswashedquitefreefromalltracesofgrease,andlikewisehadtheworkshopfloorsweptfreefromdustandveryliberallywatered.Then,afterclosingtimeonSaturdaynight,twoofusputinacoupleofhoursovertimewithavarnishbrusheach,andhalfagallonofbestpalecarriagevarnish,whichweappliedasthinly,evenly,andde-liberatelyaspossibleupontheclean,dullpaint.ThusSaturdaynight,Sunday,andSun-daynightwereavailableforthevarnishtobedryingwithincloseddoors,inanat-mospherecomparativelydustlesswithwhatitisduringtheordinaryweekdays.Thecarbodyhasnowquiteasmartappear-ance,whichisinkeepingwiththeextensiverepairspreviouslyeffected.Theessentialstosuccessinthismatterofre-varnishingarebestqualitycarriagevarnish,goodbrushes,asurfacefreefromgreasetoworkupon,andanatmospherefreefromdust,—AManufacturerinPrint,ConcerningVarnishing.Ifgivenafairchanceagoodmagnetoisamostreliableinstrument,butwemustsaythatmanymagnetosdonothaveafairchance.Theyareputinsuchapositionthattheyareconstantlybombardedwithsplashesofoilfromtheengine,flywheel,orgear,andveryoften,too,theyareexposedtowetnotonlywhenthecarisover-copi-ouslywashed,butwhendrivinginheavyraintheyaresometimesjustinapositionwheretheygetquitealotofit.Now,alittlewetoralittleoildoesnothurtthemagneto,butwhenthemachineiscon-stantlysoddenedwithoneortheothertroubleisapttoarise;infact,itissuretoariseeventually,anditcouldallbeover-comeifthemagnetowerecovered.Manycarshaveaneat,strongleathercoverwhichcompletelyenvelopsthemagnetomachine,andwecertainlythinkthisisadesirableprecautioninthemajorityofcases.Itistruethatsomemagnetosaresoplacedthattheyareprotectedentirely,oralmosten-tirely,fromwetoroilsplashes,buteventhesewouldbebetterforbeingcoveredup,asthecoverkeepsdustoutofthemachine,andthatmusttendinthelongruntoalongerlifeofthedistributerandworkingpartsgenerally.51


