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A Great Reform: Control of the
“ Inconsiderate Motorist.”

In July last the President of the Loeal
Government Board—John Burns to wit—
gave a very significant warning to the in-
considerate motorists who had then made
life unbearable to the majority of the users
of the roads thronghout Britain, He said.
in answer to some questioner, Cathcart
Wason, the persistent ex-New Zealander. if
we remember right—

““Motorists would be well advised if they
realised that publie opinion was hardening
consgiderably against the man who owned
a motor-car and drove it under conditions
and at a speed which were not in aceord-
ance with the neighbourly and kindly
amenities that ought to exist among all
drivers on the roads. They would be well
advised if they recognised how public
opinion was moving, and did not provoke
the department to go to the extreme length
anti-motorists had advised them to go,
which he would be very reluctant to do.
They had fo be told and, if necessary, com-
pelled to put their house in order.”’

How true these words were may be esti-
mated from the lengthy ecorrespondence
which we published from the Times and
various other journals in our November
igsue. No one eould go through that cor-
respondence withont eoming to the con-
clusion that the motor drivers of the Brit-
ish world have among them some wvery
black sheep indeed, whose bad behaviour

the most important questions of motor poli-
ties at the present time.’”” It went on to
cotddemn the behaviour of certain motor-
ists, a small proportion, it is true, but such,
nevertheless, as to cause grave inconveni-
ence and discomfort, and frequently con-
siderable danger, to other users of the
King’s highway. For fear lest this shonld
prejudicially affeet mo-
ior legislation in the
near future, the commit-
tee advised the Automo-
pile Club to take the
matter up, organise all
the clubs under itself,
leaving each to supervise
the motor traffic in its
own distriet, and to do
30 by getting each elub
to appoint a committee
for the purpose, called
the “‘ Inconsiderate Driv-
ing Committee.”” It ad-
vised, in addition, the
establishment of friend-
ly relations with all the
cyclist organisations, the
issue of an invita-
tion to the general public to report all
eases coming under their cognisance io the
local club, the latter undertaking to keep
the correspondent informed of all proceed-
ings and their results. Also to come to a
proper understanding with the police on
the subject, so as to convert what iz now
a hostile basis into mutual relations of
help. The following is the text of the
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justifies the public feeling setling in so
strongly against the motorists of Britain.
Later in the year the Royal Automobile
Club took the matier up and drew the at-
tention of its general comunittee to investi-
gate and report. That bedy did so with
most commendable promptitude. Driefly
it devised a scheme for the suppression of
what it styled ‘‘a nuisance which is one of

veport as to the repressive mcasures re-
commended as a working systom :—

Rerressive MEASURES.

It has heen agreed that any necessary ve-
pressive nieasures are {o he taken hy the
elub in whose aren the car complained of
is registered. The name and address of
the registered owner of the car may be ob-

tained by application to the proper regis-
tration authority on payment of the fee of
1s. It is necessary in order to obtain such
informaiilon to give adequate reason for re-
yuiring it, and if it is stated that it is re-
quired for the purpese of investigating a
complaint of incongiderate driving, the in-
formation will at once become fortheoming.
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In an ordinary case in which the offence
is the first known to have been committed,
or is of a trivial nature, it will probably be
sufficient if the offender be seen personally
whenever possible, or failing_that a letter
should be written to him pointing out the
importance of displaying every considera-
tion on the road. In more serious cases
stronger action is mecessary, and the fol-
lowing are among the steps which may be
taken :—

1. Where, in the opinion of the loeal
club, the circnmstances demand it, to ang-
gest prosecution,

2. To expel from membership of his
automobile club.

3. If a professional driver, or one other-
wise entered on the competitors’ register,
to recommend removal of his name for a
certain period.

4. If a driver holding R.A.C. certificate
or registered for employment to recommend
withdrawal of certificate or removal from
register.

The local club will keep a proper record
of every complaint which, in the opinion
ol its Tneonsiderate Driving Commiites, is
justifiable, and a **complaint book™ will be
supplied for this purpose.  The Incon-
siderate Driving Committee will periodic-
ally examine this record with a view fo tak-
ing special action in anyv case requiring
sich a eourse.

The essence of the scheme is:—

(n) Aetive co-operation between the
loeal elubs and the police.

(6 A closer union between the local
chibs themselves, and combination to sup-
press inconsideraie driving.

{c) All investigations into reports of
inconsiderate driving to he conducted by



