
Quite tlie, pleasantest story told for
some years in any newspaper was told
late in September in the columns of every
newspaper of the Dominion. It went
round the country with a smile touching
all hearts, telling of the cure of a young
Maori leper at the dismal station on QuailIsland, the quarantine station of Port
Lyttelton. He had according to that ac-
count been placed there hopeless, left in
a hut to face alone the dreadful night-
mare, life in death, which is the lot of
the incurable leper cast forth from the
bosom of his family for the protection of
society. It was this class of suffering
that enriched the history of mankind with
the sublime story of Damien. A truly
noble story of self-sacrifice which will ap-
peal to the best feelings of mankind till
the end of time. But in that story
there is no hope of anythingbetter on this
side of the Great Divide.

This story from the quarantine ground
lacks the essential great element of tlie
epic of Molokai,but it has what the other
hadnot: an element of hope here below,
an actual return to life, honour, friends,
father, mother, brethren. It is told of a
speciality of treatment, of the gradual
return of health, of the final cure, and the
happy release. With cheerful humour
he who had been restored to life inscribed
"to let" on the walls of his dismal abode
where he had expected to die the death of
the lingering helpless; he sang and
shouted as he marched down to the boat;
he disappeared among men restored to
brightness, strength, and the joyof young
life.

The story went on to tell of the famous
Dr. Deycke who had, while in charge of
a. leper home near Constantinople, found
theantitoxin of leprosy,and effected cures,
establishing the work on a business foot-
ing so that the remedy could be got by all
and sundry at regular depots, for the ask-
ing. In this wayhad the Department of
Health of the Dominion acquired the need-
ful, and in this way had this pleasant
story come about. Later on it was said
that the cure had not been so great after
all, that the patient had not been really
badly afflicted, that, in fact, he had not
been under treatment for some time before
he left the island. It is hard to tell.
There are persons who will carp at any-
thing and everything. This willhave to
be cleared up. At any rate there are,
whatever may be the case here, many
very wonderful cures in once hopeless
diseases.

Medicine, since the middle of the last
century,has become a science of wonderful
discovery. It looks like making up for
lost time, for during the whole of the cen-
turies preceding the above date medical
science made what practically maybe called
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