26

PROGRESS

NovEMBER 2, 1908

makers stoch and sealed all over if they hke,
that 18 where we are prepared to come i and
do our best in the development of the light-
motor vehicle with one of our standard Phoenix
cars, The public would see of what the actual
car they buy 1s capable At present they onls
see what a special car on nwhich money has Leen
lavished wholesale, and which 1s gquite different
from the car they purchase, can do.  Even the
High TPriests of the present type of racig are
asking themselves whether it 13 not time to
stop We went throueh the 1,250 miles Tour
de ifrance (one of the very few relability taus
promoted hv the French), we have been twice
from London to Edinburgh (a distance of nearly
400 miles on a straiwhtaway run averaging 20
m p.h.); and have s many other ways demon-
strated that which the puble require to know
concerning the actual vehicle they purchase. No
doubt the other eas named with the Phoenrx
are capable of equallv good work, hut 1t 15 not
by disorganismg a factory to hwid a special
team of racmg cars, which prove nothimg to
the public concerning the car they buy, that a
really sound busmass is to be developed, or a
national industry maintamed.

Wellington Automobile Club.

The third annual meeting of the Wellington
Automobile Club was held some days ago in the
Emprre Hotel, 3Tr G. W. Shurteliffe, a vice-
presilent, oecupied the chair, The financial

position of the club 15 very zood, and the
report and balance sheet wero adopted. The
following officers were elected tor the present
year:—President, Hon. T. W Huslop; vice-
pesidenss, Hon. Dr. Findlay and Hom Dr.
Collins, Dt Gibb, Messrs A de 13 Biandon,
W. H. P. Baiher, M.P, ¢ Elga1, G. W
Shirtehffe. J J Wilhamson, and T. 3. Wil-
tord, M.P., commttee, Iessis A ¢ B

Brandon, Wm Crichten, T Inghs, J H OQwen,
G. W. Shirteliffe, 1, Waudell, J. J William-
son, Drs. Gibbs and Prendergast-Knight; hon.

Ii is a most popular trip, and the Albion cars
usually take a full complement of sight-seers
and their baggage, etc. The Government have
since placed an  order wath Mr. Hamilton
Grapes for a 16-passenger vechicle.

In view of the inchination of the Postal au-
thorities here to collect the mails by motor, 1
18 Interesting to learn that the Federal Govern-
ment of Australa, atter experimenting with
varions makes of car, have ordsred Albion for
the Melbonrne service, and intend to instal
similar vehicles thioughont the various eentres
ir the Commonwealth.

NOTES.

My, G. V. Bhanmnon, of Clifton Teiruce, was
seei rteceutly on a new car—he has taken de-
liverv of the new 20 h.p Rover which he has
had on order for some time. The one we
saw, cquipped with Stepuey spare wheel, Cape
hood, apd all appuitenances necessary to com-
tort, 1s pamnted a usetul dust-grey eolour and
was ttavelling very sweetly.

A

Mr, Pinnock, of the Trocadero, Wellington,
15 a proper motor enthusiast.  Wellingtonians
will see him out this summer 1n a new <ix-eylin-
der Stuart ear.  This car 15 painted green and
upholstered 1 black, and presents a very rak-
tsh fiont, while as regards noise, this is notice-
able by 1ts absence.

Britislh manufactwiers will probably be the
last to tackle the question of standardisation,
sud Jf so  their buosineswes will recene then
death-blow We hear on good authority that
Anierican makers ot ears and component parts
ale working to bring about the standardisation
of the more vital components of moter cars,
such as motor fransmissions, clutehes, and uni-
versal joints. Once American makers come to
an agreement, it 1s almost good-bye to the Bri-

The Question o Speed Variety.

No oue thinks that all emis =hould have four
speeds, hut the vast majouity are much pleasan-
ter to dinve and to use with four speeds than
with thiee When engines of huge power and
remal kalde flexibihty are used, three speeds may

£5 CAR —An old Beamn 23 11 p honght and testored
for £5.  This - the car for moderate means.

suffice.  There seems to he a general misunder-
standing even among those who would be ex-
pected to know better, as the advocates of
three speeds nearly alwavs take the line that
with three speeds one can go as fast as any
reasonable person would wish, end that if the
engine 18 by enough practieally all ordinary
hills can be climbed upon the top speed, They
seem to thimk that the advocates of four speeds
must want four speeds because of a smful lust
for hiehh speed. 1t does not occur io them
that 1f two cars are taken hoth with the same
top gear ratio, and thercfore the same capahii-
ties for maximum speed, the one with four
speeds will he pleasanter to drive than the one
with three,

A daugerous twin dnumg the July Scotch donbing ttials, the

hp. Adler having toppedl suddenls, foremg the 20 hp Talbot

to a ~harp turn of extremce danger to get past at 40 m p h

secretary, Mr. C. A Bavks, hon
Mi. ¥. Bucholz; hen. auditors,
wald Beeve amd A, B, White

The proposal of the committes to Liold a two-
days’ 1eltability tral was confirmed, The
1toute will be trom Wellington, via Masterton,
Pahiatua, Palmerston North, Paekakarik: and
haek te Wellington. A stop will he made the
hrst day either at P’ahiatua o1 Palmerston
North. A gold medal will be awarded to cach
car which makes a nen-stop run on the two
days. As the cars have to mo over the
Rimutaka and the Paeckalariki Hill, the test
will be very severe for such a short run. The
date of the trial will be decided by the com-
mittee presently.

The Albion Commercial and
Pleasure Cars.

Mr. Hamilton Grapes has just returned from
a busiuess trip to the Oll Countiy and the
Contment, where he devoted a considerable
amount of attention to the mofor car, hoth as
a buginess and pleasure 1ehiele. It will he
remembered that Mr, Grapes has heen for some
time the New Zealand representative of the
Albion Motor (o, and was 1umning a senviee
of cars at Kotorua. .

The new Alhmon cars e well mantaining
the reputation of the older models, and have
received an immense patronage the world over
for eommercial purposes particularly; the Al-
bion Co. are specialists, and devede ther at-
tention to one model onlv, 16-20 hp ., which
tulfils all necessary requisites.

The New Zealand Government are users of
Albions for tourist purposes, and have four in
use hetween Culverden and Hamner; these are
fitted with char-a-bane hodies and carry twelve
passengers. The daily run is from Culverden
to Hamner and back., a distance of 48 iniles

treasute;,
Messrs, QOs-

tish motor manufactory., The Swiss, and es-
pecially the American, machime-made watel,
was the ruin of the splendid hand-made Enghsh
lever, and when Amevica gets down to bosiness
and standardiscs motor parts, she will be alle
to sell a really fitst-class motor car 1n London
at prices which will leave no margim of profit
to a eal not hwit on the same system. The
cheap American ear assembled fiom standard-
ized parts made by factories, eack one speeially
iitted up to make one particular part, will not
be as good as a hand-made car, but 1t will suit
the purpose of the great majority 1n the same
way that a Waltham wateh has 1eplaced the
Knglish leve

Imperfect inflation is responsible, to a greater
extent than anythmmg else, for tyre ‘‘bursts’
and quick disintegiation.  When a tyre is not
sufficiently pumped up the walls are continually
bending backwards and forwards as the car
moves, with the same result as when a wire or
prece of metal 1s bent backwards and forwards,
that 1s, heat iz engendered in the threads, as a
result of which they scon weaken. and in a
short time the muner walls a1e no longer strong
enouch to support the air pressure multiplied
by the weight of the car, and “husts” result

Lack of lubrication m a particular cylhinder
may sometimes cause so much frction that the
cvlinder will lag, and, espe¢ially at low throttle
openings, will add Lttle or mothmg to the
power of the engine T'nder such conditions
the particular engine will probably heat ex-
cessnely, and become so hot as to develop pre-
igmtion and “knocking.””  Conditions such as
these ate, however, likely to be detected during
the operation of starting the motor, or by a
squeakmg sound when the engine is runmng.

RACING ILLUSTRATIND
v oGrawd Py Model Naper, such as came to merf
at Binoklands on Angust 3

A Clever Bit of Work.

Low Petrol and High Resource.

Messrs. Trengrove, Howard Brothers, and
Scott, were returning from Levin the other
day, and found themselves at the steepest
pinch of the Paekakariki hill in diffienlties.
The Decauville ear (16/20) came to a stop
beeause the carburetter was left ‘“high and
drv’’ in consequence of the low level of the
petrol in the tank. For the moment there
seemed no prospect of relief short of a long
journey. But Mr, Trengrove was equal to
the oceasion. He unscrewed the tank plug
and got one of his passengers to blow into
the tank (connected a human pump, in
fact), with the result that the carburetter
filled at omee and the engine started away
to work once more all right. The ‘““pas-
senger’’ in question states, we understand.
that but for the infoxicating effect of the
petrol fumes, he could see no reason why he
should not undertake to blow the car from
the bottom fo the top of the tortuous and
steep incline of the Paekakariki. It is a
big “‘but.”’ oo

The coal supply of the Philippines has been
found to be mueh larger than was anticipated and
of a uniformly good character. Tt is stated that
a large vein crosses the entire group of islands.
and it has been elearly traced in one vicinity for
twenty-five miles.



