
The Albion Commercial and
Pleasure Cars.

Messrs. Trengrove,Howard Brothers, and
Scott, were returning from Levin the other
day, and found themselves at the steepest
pinch of the Paekakariki hill in difficulties.
The Decauville ear (16/20) came to a stop
because the carburetter was left "high and
dry in consequenceof the low level of the
petrol in the tank. For the moment there
seemed noprospect of relief short of a long
journey. But Mr. Trengrove was equal to
the occasion. He unscrewed the tank plug
and got one of his passengers to blow into
the tank (connected a human pump, in
fact), with the result that the carburetter
filled at once and the engine started away
to "work once more all right. The "pas-
senger" in question states, weunderstand,
that but for the intoxicating effect of the
petrol fumes,he could see no reason why he
should not undertake to blow the car from
the bottom to the top of the tortuous and
steep incline of the Paekakariki. It is a
big "but."
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The coal supply of the Philippines has been
found tobe much larger than was anticipatedand
of a uniformly good character. It is stated that
a large vein crosses the entire group of islands,
and it has been clearly traced in one vicinity foi
twenty-five milos.
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tish motoi manufactory. The Swiss, and es-
pecially the Amencan, machine-made watch,
was the ruin of the splendid hand-made English
lever, and when America gets dow n to business
and standaidiscs motor parts, she will be able
to sell a leally fiist-class motor cai in London
at prices which will leave no maigm of profit
to a cai not built on the same system. The
cheap American car assembled fioni standard-
ized paits made by factories, each one specially
litted up to make one paiticnlar pait, will not
be as good as a hand-made car, but it will suit
the purpose of the great majority m the same
way that a Waltham watch has leplaced the
Knglish level

Imperfect inflation is responsible, to a greater
extent than anything else, for tyre "bursts"
and quick disintegiation. When a tyre is not
sufficiently pumped up the walls are continually
bending backwards and forwards as the car
moves, with the same result as when a wire or
piece of metal is bent backwards and forwards,
that is, heat is engendered in the threads, as a
result of which they soon weaken, and in a
short time the inner walls aie no longer strong
enough to support the air pressure multiplied
by the weight of the oar, and "buihts" result

Lack of lubrication m a particular cylinder
may sometimes cause so much friction that the
cvlindei will lag, and, especially at low thiottle
openings, will add little or nothing to the
power of the engine TTnder such conditions
the particular engine will probably heat ex-
cessnely, and become so hot as to develop pre-
ignition and "knocking." Conditions sitch as
these aie, however, likely to be detected during
the operation of starting the motor, or _by a
squeaking sound when the engine is running.

secretary, Mr. C. M. Bai'ks, lion tieasmei,
Mi. E. Buchok; hon. auditois, Messrs. Os-
wald Beeveand A. E. Win re

The pioposal of the committee to hold a two-
days' leliability trial was confirmed. The
loute will be fiom Wellington, via Masteiton,
Pahiatua, Palmerston North, Paekakanki and
back to Wellington. A stop will lie made the
first day eithei at Pahiatfua 01 Palmerston
North. A gold medal will be awaided to each
car which makes a non-stop run on the two
days. As the cars have to go over the
Rimutaka and the Paekakariki Hill, the test
will be very severe for such a short run. The
date of the trial will be decided by the com-
mittee presently.

t5 C\R — An oldBe/m 3£ hp bought and lestored
for £5. This is the car for moderate means.

suffice. There seems to be a general misunder-
standing even among those who would be ex-
pected to know better, as the advocates of
three speeds nearly always take the line that
with three speeds one can go as fast as any
reasonable person would amsli, pnd that if the
engine is big enough practically all ordinary
hills can be climbed upon the top speed. They
seem to think that the advocates of four speeds
must want four speeds because of a sinful lust
for high speed. It does not occur to them
that if two cars are taken both with the same
top gear ratio, and therefoie the same capabili-
ties for maximum speed, the one with four
speeds will bo pleasanter to drive than the one
with three.

No one thinks that all eais should have four
speeds,butthevastmajontyaremuchpleasan-teitodineandtousewithfourspeedsthanwiththieeWhenenginesothugepowerandlemaikdbleflexibilityareused,thieespeedsmayTheQuestionofSpeedVariety.ThethirdannualmeetingoftheWellingtonAutomobileClubwasheldsomedaysagointheEmpireHotel.MrG.TV.Shirtcliffe,avice-president,occupiedthechair.Thefinancialpositionoftheclubisverygood,andthereportandbalancesheetwereadopted.Thefollowingofficerswoieelectedtoithepresentyear.—President,Hon.T.WHislop;vice-piesulents,Hon.Dr.FmdlayandHonDr.Collins,DiGibb,MessrsA'deBBiandonW.H.P.Baiber,M.P,CElgai,G.WShirtcliffe,JJ"\Allhamson,andT.M."Wil-torcl,M.P.,committee,MessisAdeBBrandon,AVmCrichton,TInghs,JHOwen,a.W.ShirtcliflPe,Jl.Waulell,.).,)William-son,Drs.GibbsandPrendergast-Knight;hon.WellingtonAutomobileClub.Mr.G.Y.Shannon,ofCliftonTeirace,wasseenleceutlyonanewear—hehastakende-liveryofthenew20h.pRoveiwhichhehashadonorderforsometune.Theonewesaw,equippedwithStepneysparewheel,Capehood,andallappiutenaneesnecessarytocom-foit,ispaintedausefuldust-greycolourandwastiavelhngverysweetly.Mr.Pinnock,oftheTioeadero,Wellington,isapropermotorenthusiast.Wellingtonianswillseehimoutthissummerinanewsix-cylin-derStuartcar.Thiscaiispaintedgreenandupholsteredinblack,andpiesentsaveryrak-ishfiont,whileasregardsnoise,thisisnotice-ablebyitsabsence.Britishmanufactuiorswillprobablybethelasttotacklethequestionofstandardisation,andifsotheirbusinesseswillreeenetrehdeath-blowWehearongoodauthoritythatAmericanmakeisofcaisandcomponentpartsaieworkingtobringaboutthestandardisationofthemorevitalcomponentsofmotorcars,suchasmotortiansmissions,clutches,andivni-veisaljoints.OnceAmericanmakerscometoanagreement,itisalmostgood-byetotheBri-NOTES.Itisamostpopulartrip,andtheAlbioncarsusuallytakeafullcomplementofsight-seersandtheirbaggage,etc.TheGovernmenthavesinceplacedanordeiwithMr.HamiltonGrapesfora16-passengervehicle.InviewoftheinclinationofthePostalau-thontiet,heretocollectthemailsbymotor,itisinterestingtolearnthattheFederalGovern-mentofAustralia,afterexperimentingwithvariousmakesofcar,haveorderedAlbionfortheMelbourneservice,andintendtoinstalsimilaivehiclesthioughontthevariouscentresintheCommonwealth.makersstockandsealedalloveriftheylike,thatiswherewearepreparedtocomeinanddoourbestinthedevelopmentofthelight-motorvehiclewithoneofourstandardPhoenixcars.ThepublicwouldseeofwhattheactualcartheybuyiscapableAtpresenttheyonhseewhataspecialcaronwhichmoneyhasbeenlavishedwholesale,andwhichisquitedifferentfromthecartheypurchase,cando.EventheHighPriestsofthepresenttypeofracingareaskingthemselveswhetheiitisnottimetostopWewentthioughthe1,250milesTourdeFrance(oneoftheveiyfewreliabilitymilspromotedbvtheFrench),wehavebeentwicefromLondontoEdinburgh(adistanceofnearly400milesonastraightawayrunaveraging20mp.h.);andhaveinmanyotherwaysdemon-stratedthatwhichthepublicrequiretoknowconcerningtheactualvehicletheypurchase.NodoubttheothercaisnamedwiththePhoenixarecapableofequallygoodwoik,butitisnotbydisorganisingafactorytobuildaspecialteamofracingcais,whichprovenothingtothepublicconcerningthecartheybuy,thatareallysoundbusinessistobedeveloped,oranationalindustrymaintained.November2,1908PROGRESSRacingIllustratenV(!i,indPn\ModelNapier,suchasc.nnetoi^ieif.itBiookLindsonAugust3ACleverBitofWork.LowPetrolandHighResource.Mr.HamiltonGrapeshasjustreturnedfromabusinesstriptotheOldCountiyandtheContinent,wherehedevotedaconsiderableamountofattentiontothemotorcar,bothasabusinessandpleasure\ehicle.ItwillberememberedthatMr.GrapeshasbeenforsometimetheNewZealandrepresentativeoftheAlbionMotorCo.,andwasmnningasoniceofcarsatRotorua.ThenewAlbioncarsaiewellmaintainingthereputationoftheoldermodels,andhavereceivedanimmensepatronagetheworldoverforcommercialpurposesparticularly;theAl-bionCo.arespecialists,anddevotetheirat-tentiontoonemodelonly,16-20hp,whichfulfilsallnecessarylequisites.TheNewZealandGovernmentareusersofAlbionsfortouristpurposes,andhavefourinusebetweenCulverdenandHamner;thesearefittedwithchar-a-bancbodiesandcarrytwelvepassengers.ThedailyrunisfaromCulverdentoHamnerandback,adistanceof48miles26


