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A Wholesome Ghost Story.

The Matrons® Counal of Great Britaim
and Ireland gave a complimentary dinner
at the Gaiety Restanrant on SBaturday to
Miss Isla Stewart, its president. in recog-
nition of her public services and to mark
the completion of her 21 years’ work as
matron of St. Bartholomew’s Tlospital
Mrs, Bedford Fenwick presided.

Miss Stewart, replying to the toast of her
health, said that she had had experiences
that were full of human interest. bt she
would content herself with telling of one
that seemed to he more than human  Sowe
vears ago, in one of her wards. lay a little
boy who was dying of hip disease. He
was an orphan with only one hrother. a
sailor then serving on the China Station,
of whom he was very fond. One morn-
ing the boy told her that he had had such
a happy night. as he had dreamt that
his brother was with him at his hedside.
‘When the night nurse eame to report to
her, she said that she had had a curions
experience. When looking along the ward
dnring the night she had been astomshed
to see a sailor in the ward beside the boy's
bed.  Resenting the intrusion. she had
gone to the bed to inquire into the matter,
when she found there was nobodyx theve.
but twiee afterwards during the night <he
had seen the same apparition At last
she turned down the gas and altered the
position of some plants.  After this she
did not see it again.

There are a great many things truly in
Heaven and earth that are not in the
philesophy of everybody, and among them
1t seems mmst he placed the trieks played

on the imagination by gas lights and pot
plants in the witching hour. In this
case there was no coineidence at the ex-
pense of the relation fellow who was con-
sidlerved to have “‘returned’ as the French
SAY. Moreover let us he thankfn! for
the practical common sense of the nurses
that have taken the place of the immortal
S RBairey Gamp.”” Salrey would have in-
voked ““Mrs. "arris. ma’am’ and told “‘an
‘orrible tale.”” which nine of every ten
Hyveatehers  would have swallowed with
tremors, more or less delicious Let s
rejoice also that nobody undecerved the
poor Httle soul who was made happy by
the deception of the pot plants; for. of
conrse. ~0 kind a unrse would not have
spoiled the little man's comfort.

Liverpool and the Atlantic Liners.
“The renevwed reports of a proposed
transference of the Cunard Company s
mail steamers from the Mersey to the Eng-
bish Channel may or may nof be correct,
but sooner or later such a step seems inevi-
table.” says the Mawehester Guardia.
““When 1t comes 1t will be a serious loss
to Liverpoel., which has made gallant ef-

forts to overcone natural obstacles and
improve natural advantages But it is

hopeless to fight agamnst geography 7

One wmnst rememnber that this comes from
AManchester. a place which can afford to
he sorry for Liverpool At the same time
it is hard to fight against geography Liver-
pool did overcome geography by dredges
and doeks. but geography has formidable
allies in the growing numbers of the mam-
moth steamships of one time

A~ atesult of long experiments macle 1n Sieily,
the Ttalian DMinistry of Agriewiture has been ad-
vised that rubber trees can be suceessfully culti-
vated in that part of Italy, The rubber secured
frem the experimental trees has heen earcfully
tested by 2 Milan manufaeturer, and ha~ proved
to be of good guality, The official report declares
that eonditions of soil and temperatule mie equal
m Sieily to those m the best 1ubber raisiug coun-
tries. Tt i+ estimated that fen yeurs of preliminars
cultivation is neeessaty there to hiing t1ees to pro-
fitahle productiveness, and as it is impossible for
the country to tide over such @ period, the assisi-
ance of the Government has been acked and is
hemg considered.  As the proposition has ieached
the Ministiv, it 1» said to contemplate the fice
Government distribution ot young trees and monev
awalds for sueees-ful eultivators.

The petroleum reservons of the distriet of Con-
sianza, Roumania, during 1907 took eare of
460,900 tons of petroleum. The quantity exported
by the tank steamships represented a value of
$65,000, Twportant improvements mie In progroess
at the petioleum station, and it is estimated that
wrthin 2 short time the poit of Constanza will he
able to export 10000600 fons of petioleum per
annunm.

The 1'vench automobile exports during the fivst
five months of the year were valued at 53.691,000
franes, as compard with 71,099,000 franes for the
fust five months of 1907, Only Russia, Turkey
amd Algiers inereased their imports during thiz
period, all other countries showing a decline. The
decline in the toral expoits for May amomnted to
about 7,000,000 franes.

% oe.

A chauflenr iu the emplov of King Leopold of
Belgiam on June 19 was fined £22 for having
kuoiked down and injuwed a bicyelist. King Leo-
pold was eited to appeal in the ease, hut he pleaded
ihiplomatie immunity.,  The summeons for him was
subseyuently  withdvawn.

Aceording to the last Belgian automobile eensns
thete were in that eountry on December 31, 1907,
3262 autemobiles, or 311 more than one vear be-
fore. There were also 4,002 motoreveles, 213 less
than the vear hefore.

ILLUSTRATION OF LAND TYPE BOILER

VISIT OF THE

AMERICAN FLEET

TO NEW ZEALAND

THE FOLLOWING VESSELS OF THE PACIFIC SQUADRON ARE FITTED WITH

BABCOCK

WATER TUBE BOILERS

CONNECTICUT, 20,000 iu.p.
KANSAS, 16,000 l.p.
LOUISIANA, 16,000 1t p.
VERMONT, 16,000 h.p.

RHODE I[SLAND, 14,920 h.p.
NEBRASKA, 14,865 h..

NEW JERSEY, 14,930 h.p.\“

MINNESOTA, 16,000 h.p. J

SOLE AGENTS FOR NEW ZEALAND :

JOHN CHAMBERS & SON, LTD.

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, DUNEDIN, CHRISTCHURCH




