
"Bombarded with stone is the some-
what striking title of an article in a con-
temporary designed to depict the sorrows
of some much-worried Mayor. We wish
the same could be said of every Mayor of
the Dominion,and of ever}- individual who
is building a house for any purpose what-
ever.

Stone Construction.

Strip and coat walls with tie following priming:
Boiled oil, two parts; red lead, oue part; to be
blushed on veiy thin at lea&t twenty-foui hours
befoie painting. For buff washed walls coat with
abo\e without washing oft. Hall's Distemper
would be cheapest.

Oil paint does not foim a good key foi dis-
teinpei To prevent leeurience ot tionble cleaicole
01 coat with priming.

Some wallpapers are more susceptible to
the action of light than others, and fade on
exposure rather badly. Colours, such as
mauve, magenta, violet, and some of the
more delicate greens, are very apt to fade
or bleach under the action of the sun. In-
grain papers are also very liable to fade,
indeed, it is to be doubted whether there
are any really permanent ingrains on the
market. In all these cases the fading,
however, will take at least several months
before it becomes noticeable and then it
would not be conspicuous unless the posi-
tion of pictures or furniture were moved so
as to expose portions which had been pro-
tected. The fault or trouble we now refer
to is inpapers which fade within a week or
so of being applied. Usually discoloura-
tion takes place in patches. It may arise
from an excess of alum being used in mix-
ing the paste, and it is wellto observe that
at the best alum is a dangerous thing to use
in paperhangers' paste, especially so when
the colours are delicate or when there is
any "gold" used in the pattern of the
paper. The object of the alum is to stiffen
the paste and prevent decomposition, but
it is doubtful whether the last advantage is
a real one. .V few drops of formaldehyde
willhave a much better effect in keeping
the paste sweet and cannot possibly affect
the colour unless used in excess. Fading
or discolouration of papers frequently
takes place when the paper is done over
fresh plaster, either in the case of anewly-
built house or where extensive repairs hcue
been done to the plaster. The material
actually employed for repairing plaster

walls is plnster of Paris. "Albastine" is a
material which may be used for the same
purpose, and will not set so quickly, and
is much more convenient. When papering
over newly-plasteredwalls, it is almost im-
possible to hope that the paper will stand
without becoming discoloured unless some
protective measures are taken. Lining
with plain white paper is sometimes re-
sorted to, but a much better plan is to
apply one or two coats of a material called
"Rubberose," which is a liquid made by
Messrs. Morris and West, of Chester. It
canbe appliedto the fresh plaster, whichis
hard, and gives a surface which may be
safely papered upon or distempered with-
out fear of discolouration. Sometimes in
hanging paper, particularly ingrains, a
colour is found to be imperfectly fixed, and
the paper, when pasted, smears under the
slightest touch. In such a case a test
should be made by tearingoff a few scraps
of the paper and placing them in a tumbler
of water. If the colour is properly fixed
it will not be affected. If the water is
tinged with the colour, one can be quite
certain that the paper was not properly
made.— A. S. Jennings, in Illustrated (kir-
pmter and Builder.

The foundation stone of the new V.M.C.A.
building, Christchurch, was laid on Monday. Sep-
tember 7th. Thei building, which should be
finished m about twelve months, will be a hand-
some and commodious structure. Architects,
Claikson & Ballantyne; contractors, Hughes &
Hansf'oid.

The contract time for the erection of the new
warehouse for E. Malcolm, Ltd. (on the site o± the
late big fiie), expires at the end of Octobei, but
tie buildeis state that the building will be finished
before the end of September. Architects, Clark-
son&Ballantyne; contractors, Hughes &Hansford.

There is in eoui-=e of erection on the Xapier
Hills an up-to-datecottage residence for Mr. John
Ringland. The building is timber framed, finished
externally with lath, pJastei and lough cast. In-
ternal timber finishings and joinery are of oiled
rimu. Aichitect, (' Tilleard Natus'eh; contractor,
John fiuffin

Tender ha\e been called foi the erection ot a
Chinch ol England Sunday School at St. Albans.
Aichitects. Clai-kson & Ballantyne.

Paperhanging Fads.
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The Welsbach Light Co.
of Australasia, Limited

102 & 104 VICTORIA STREET
-

WELLINGTON

Prices and full particulars obtainable from

A NEW WELSBACH LAMP combining all
the advantageswith none of the drawbacks
peculiar to the majority of Incandescent

Oil Lamps on the market

I^T Adjustment Required ft|\IIWick Trimming
"

11V-r Blacking of Mantles •

70 CANDLE POWER LIGHT AT A MINIMUM COST

Incandescent Kerosene Lighting
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