
The air is so pure in the Arctic regions that
aftectious of tl'e throat and lungs are unknown
theie. The legion is also entirely free from con-
tagious maladies.

Municipal,Theatre, Mexico.
(Steol frame construction).

Continuing. Mr. Lewis writes:— "Rein-
forced concrete is said to be fireproof but
\u25a0everyone connected with the building in-
dustry know> that it is not."

Surely this statement is not made ser-
iously, but Ishall refrain from comment
•mid submit the following evidence:—

After the San Francisco fire and earth-
quake, the National Hoard of Fire Under-
writers called for a report, which was sup-
pliedbyMr. Albert Reed, the Board's Con-
sulting Engineer. According to this re-
port, there were 31 fireproof buildings in
San Francisco built of ferro-concrete all
of which -went through the fire with but
very slight damage.

The Age (Melbourne) commenting
upon this subject, says:— "San Francisco
is at present being largely re-built with
this newmaterial, as it is admitted that the
fire, more than the earthquake, which was
the main cause of that city's disaster.
could not have occurred had the city been
built with reinforced concrete."

The Daily Telegraph (Napier) April,
3rd, 1908:— "The value of ferro-con-
crete buildings from the point of view
of protection from fire was testified to
yesterday, by Captain Hennah, Govern-
ment Fire Inspector, in connection with
thenew Caledonian Hotel. Learningthat
Captain Ilennah was in town, a represen-
tative of this journalasked him if he had
seen the newbuilding, and. if so,, what he
thought of it as a fireproof building.

Captain Ilennah replied that he happen-
ed to have thoroughly inspected the new
hotel, and had formed the conclusion that
it was the most up-to-date fireproof build-
ing south of the line.

"Of course," he said, "the absolutely
ideal fireproof buildinghas yet to be evolv-
ed, for in that, no portion, however small,
would be combustible. In the new build-
ing, it seems to me that all that science has
been able to achieve in that direction has
been carried out. Iwould have preferred

Reinforced Concrete.

(Mr. C. F.Macdonalds Letter concluded.)

no fireplaces."he continued,"all the warm-
ing being carried out by a system of circu-
lating hot water,but people like fireplaces,
and with that reservation. Ithink the new
Caledonian is as perfectly fireproof as it
is possible for a building to be.

"
Under date .March 18th. 1908. Mr Frank

B. Raniby. Chief Fire Department. Depart-
ment of Public Safety. Da>ton. Ohio,
writes: —

\u25a0

"Inreply to \our favour of the 10th in
which \ou refer to the1 recent tire m the
new Reinforced Concrete Building at the
Dayton .Motor Co.'s plant. Iwould state
that this being the first fire we have had
m a building of concrete construction. I
am very highly pleased with the results of
this fire. WhenIarrived on the scene, the
fire had extended over the entire fourth
Hoor. The entire contents of this floor
were destroyed. The building, however,
escaped with slight damage.

"Through the absence of fire doors and
the inability of our Department being
able to withstand the intense heat and
smoke, the fire communicated itself through
an opening into the adjoining five-story
brick building,and was confined to the two
upper floors. The biggest fight was carried
onhere, and it was in this buildingthat the
greatest loss was sustained. The lower
floors being occupied by the offices and
wareroomsof the Company, suffered great-
ly from water.

"The new building being of concrete
construction aided us greatly in preventing
the fire from wiping out the entire plant,
as we were able to concentrate practically
our entire force on the old building, it
requiring but a small force to subdue the
fire in the concrete building."

Mr. Lewis says. "Actual photographs
tell the truth," andIenclose a photo of
the buildings above described, taken after
the fire.
Iam tempted to continue, but must not

encroach further upon yourspace. Ileave

Theio :ue 2-40,000 wrieties of insects.
Uee->e inmigiatmg often tia\el o\er 6000 miles.
The Letchwoith Garden City lias now a popula-

tion of 5000, of Y\hieh 900 aie employed in model
factories.

the evidence produced to bear testimony
as to the value of this material, and as
further e\ idence of its worth is made mani-
fest b\ the erection of other buildings in
our midst. Mr Lewis will have his best
answer.

Yours faithfully,
C. FLEMING McDOXALD.

Dunedin. July 28. 1908
IThe photograph shows the result of a

\evy remarkable and complete fire test for
Reinforced Concrete It shows how the tire
started on the fourth floor of a reinforced
concrete building, and burnt itself out as
narrated in the text without spreading to
Hie floors above and below.— Ed. P.]

BirminghamTelegru>h stores Built of K<ihn
Bais tlnoughout (Indei constiuction.)
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ETERNIT

A PART from the manifest advantages above" * set forth, the ultimate saving is relatively
e\en greater, for after weathering three months
the material becomes impervious, indestructible,
and ashardas iron. The cost of Upkeepand
Painting incident to other roofing is thus
doneawaywith,asalso isdamageby violentgales
or traffic on theroof. Moreover, "ETERNIT"
Slates, hawng been stripped from one building,
may again be used for successi\e roofs without
loss of efficienc\

Full Particulars
upon Application

MURRAY, ROBERTS & GO.
WELLINGTON

Agents for New Zealand

DORMAN LONG & CO.'S STANDARD STEEL JOISTS
AND GIRDERS

NORTH EASTERN STEEL CO.'S STEEL RAILS AND
FISH PLATES

KINNEAR STEEL ROLLING SHUTTERS—
Protection against Fire and Burglar
Operated with Ease and Speed

WANNESMANN STEEL SOLID DRAWN WATER PIPES

INDENTED STEEL BARS FOR FERRO-CONCRETE

FERGUSSON'S GENUINE WHITE LEAD

"COMET" AND "MARS" GALVANIZED CORRU-
GATED IRON

WE ALSO CONTRACT FOR :

CAST WATERWORKS PLANT
STRUCTURAL STEEL FOR BUILDINGS AND BRIDGES
PORTLAND CEMENT

JOHN DUTHIE & GO.
LIMITED

WELLINGTON

AGENCIES :

For Inside and Outside Use.
Fire-resisting and Non-
absorbent. Weather-tightand
damp-resisting. Great tensile
strength and elasticity....
Weight - saving, economical
and durable, and appealing
to the aesthetic taste.

Asbestos
Sheeting and Roofing

SLATES
(Hatschek's Original Patent)


