
PROGRESS.OLD-WORLDARCHITECTURE.VII.Ourillustrationsto-dayareconcernedwithtwocharacteristicspecimensoftheminorarchitecturalmonumentsofoldtime.Inthesedaysofwaterpowersanddrainageschemes,wellsarethoughttobesignsofacivicstateofaffairsbutlittleremovedfromtheignoranceofprimitivebar-barism.Therewasatime,how-ever,inthehis-toryoftheworldwhentheyplayedanimportantpartintheaf-fairsofmankind.Thewellwasthesourceofwater,andinfortifiedtownscouldnot,likethewatersupplybroughtbyaqueductsfromafar,becutoffatwillbyanenemyintentonsiegeoperations.Beforethat,inthemoreprimi-tivestateofso-ciety,thewell,asthepermanentsourceofwater,washeldtobesacred,andthecultofbenevo-lentruraldeitieshad,inmanycountries,grownuparoundthem;indeed,thegreatnecessaryele-ment—water—withitsmanyvaluableproper-ties,wassacredinmosteyes;afeelingtowhichmanyriversoftheworld,nota-blytheGanges,tothisdayowetheretentionofthebeliefintheholycharacteroftheirwaters.Thesentimentwasacknow-ledgedallovermediaevalEu-rope,andno-wheremoresothanin"MerrieEngland,"inseveralcountiesofwhichthecus-tomfof"welldressings"—"—theofferingoffloraltributes—re-mainedinforcetoalateperiod.ThesewerespeciallyfamousinDerbyshire,Staffordshire,WestmorelandLndLancashire."(Christianity,"remarksarecentchronicler,"substitutedasaint'snameforthatofthelocaldeityofheathenism,butthewaterworshipcontinuedasundilutedasthecrystalfountainwhichhadfirstclaimedthegrati-tudeofmen."Inthecourseoftime,springsincertainpartswerefoundtopossesshealingDwynen,intheIsleofAnglesey,issaidtobegoodagainstlovesickness;atSefton,inLancashire,thereisawellintowhichmaidsthrewpinsinordertofindoutthedateoftheirmarriagesandtotestthefaithoftheirlovers,andtherearewellsofspecialinterestnowforhusbandsandwives.Othersareinvogueonlyonparticulardaysoftheyear,suchasthewellofTrinityGask,inPerth-properties,andaboutmanyoftheselegendsgrewup,morecircumstantialthan'truthful,butcommandingthebeliefofallandsundry.Ofthesesomearefamousstill,andevenatthisdateenjoythepatronageofmanybe-lievers.Forexample,inSt.Bede'swell,atJarrow,weaklychildrenaredippedandcrookedpinsareofferedinpropitiation;atSt.Helen's,inLancashire,clothisoffered.SeveralwellsinScotlandarefamousfortheallegedcureofskindiseases;thewellofSt.wellatcharnai,alsace.[OriginalPhoto,byMr.C.DillworthFox.]shire,whichusedtobesought,notsolongago,onthefirstSundayofJuneeveryyear,andthewellofSt.Anthony,atMaybloe,towhichailingchildrenalwaysusedtobebroughtonthefirstSundayofMay.Otherwells,again,wereofmiraculousorigin,likethewellofHolywell,whichissaidtohavesprungupinSt.Beuno'schurchattheplacewheretheheadofthemartyrSt.Winifredrolled'whenstruckoffbyCaradoc,theperse-cutorofChristians.FAsitwasinEngland,sowasitalsoonthecontinent'ofEurope.fAlloverGermanytberearewellsandfountains,asthereareoverFrance,Italy,andtheI/>wCountries.InAlsacetheyareparticularlynu-merous.Itis,therefore,nottobewonderedatthatthearchi-tectsandsculp-torsofthemid-dleageslavishedtheirartupontheadornmentofthewellsoftheirtime.Thefirstofourillustrationsre-presentsthewelloftheoldAlsa-tiantownofCharnai,notfarfromThann.Wenoted,inarecentissue,thefinechurchofSt.Theobald,ofthelattertown.ItwillbeseenthatatthebackoftheCharnaiwellisachurchsimi-larincharacter,verysuggestiveofthevastinflu-enceexercisedonthetasteoftheseregionsbythefinecathedralofStrasbourg,ofwhichthisisthethirdconsider-ableimitationwehavecomeacrossinviewsofthisnotlargeregioncontributedbyourMr.Dill-worthFoxtothesepages.ThedesigntakesusbacktothedaysoftheRomanoc-cupationindub-itably,withitsmassivecanopyand[deeply-cutentablatures,anditscombinationofrelievingloniccolumns.Thefigureswereprobablyaddedinlatertimes.'_Evidentlythiswasawelloftheordinarysort,withoutanypre-tensionstotheodourofsanctity,andnotowinganythingtothehealingart—justtheplacewherethewomenassembledatregularhoursthrough^the'dayPto^draw[thedomesticwatersupplyandengageinsocialgossip.Februaryi,1908.132


