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Whaef (Tonga Bay)Granite Quarry (Tonga Bay)

The base and giomul flooi is whol.\ taced with
the gianite in Jjii^o blocks of msticated masouij.
with lomid aiched windows, heavily keyed. The
facing of the uppei .storieb ib gianite chiefly,
but witli picssed buck work filling the spaces be-
tween windows. To present tlie sejiaration ot
the stone face and buck backing, piecautions haM1

been taken I>\ caietul jointuie and
"

dowellmg.
''

The main entiance is by an aielied doorwaj m
the towei coinei, leading to a cimilai \ebtibule,

.stanchions built ;it logular intei\als in the jneis
and walls, to which aie rivettcd horizontal sfeol
members, also built into tho w:il s, which in turn
are rivetted to the ends of the main floor ghders.
The steel fiaiue is thus calculated to prevent the
separation of the walls of a building undei the
stress of earthquake shocks.

The building has a frontage to Stout stieet ot
162 feet, and to Lambton Quay of 59 feet, and is
lounded off at the angle ot lnteis^etion into

noto«l in the neai tuture on account ot the ev-
tensuc quarnes now being opened up there ±01
the pui]>ose ot getting giamte as buildmg stone.
Jt has been a mattei tor regret that stone has
boen little used hitherto in New Zealand in our
buildings,, it might fairly be said that with the
exception ot a lew of our public buildings,, stone
has been little used for building purposes,, and
even it has been used it has often been-
imported troni Australia. Jt is to be hoped that

Stonecutters' She]) (Stout Street)Builders' Yakj) (Stout Street)
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Tonga. Bay, which is situated between Moturka
and Takaka, in Tasman Bay, is distant about
thiify miles fioin Nelson, and is likely to become

Tonga Bay Granite.

with stanrase and litt. The Public Tmst Ottice,
thus appiouched, is ;i liuge loom 90 foot by 31
teet, eutnely fieo tiom i*oluinns.

The I'oiituictors are Mtssrs J. ami A Wilton, of
Wellington, and the amount of their conti.iet is
£40,000 They will piob.ibly finish the work
Piirh next year.

Public Trust Buildings,
Lambton Quay.

This is, so far as we know, the only building
erected in the Dominion under the system ot
erecting a rivetted steel frame in advance of the
walls. It is, moreo\er, probably the first build-
ing; designed in the worJd with a rivetted steel
frame, the membeis of which—

apart from the
lioor girders— ha'N c only one function, naineh,
that of giving tensional strength to walls of buck
or stone, and binding or tying the walls to each
other. The steel construction consists ot

tow oi 1-oiin, with a 22 foot dome m remtoiced
conciete. with eoppoi ornamentation. There aie
s]\ iloors, including standard and basement. The
constiuction is niepioof, and though timber ib
used foi the loot, it is slate covered on the s'opes,
and plastered internally on metal lathing, fixed
direct to purlins. The danger fiom file is, it
will be seen, minimised, and will be very remote.
There is a height of 87ft. to the top of the paia-
pet, and 74ft. to the crown of the large circular
pcdimentb, which aic a prominent feature ot the
lionts, and the dome rises to 98 feet.

The tionts aie faced with Tonga Bay Granite,
,t light coloured and coarse grained stone, moie
easy to woik than the majority ot the granites.
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