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to the tariff of his country for the excellence
of his wares. At one stroke it is proved
that the men of the Dominion are turning
out goods better than those of any other
country, no matter what the advantages
enjoyed of manufacture.

There are advantages to be gained from
the patriotic move inaugurated but tho
other day. Most of us believe that the
Dominion will carry apopulation very much
larger than it is carrying now. Most of us
must therefore also believe that the local
marketought to bekept for the localmanu-
facture. Most of us contend, also, that the
necessary condition precedent is that the
quality of the local manufacture must be
at least as good as the quality of the im-
ported article. These ate simple questions,
direct and decisive. They can be all ans-
wered by the expedienthit upon of giving a
display of local industry at certain specified
times in certain specifiedplaces.

Few are awaie of the excellence of the
work doneby the local workman, and fewer
know that the machineryin thQ factories of
the Dominion is equal to the most advanced
to be found anywhere.

Once convince tne average man
of the superiority of the local article—
a thing easy of demonstration— and the
inferiotity of the local article's popularity
will disappear from the local market. The
next step must be a great increase in the
demand for the products of local manufact-
ure in the localmarket. Leagues have been
formed before now in the history of the
world having for their object the encourage-
ment of local industry by the simple process
of local consumption. The next step in the
evolution of local industry here ought to be
the patronage of the local supply by the
localdemand. This must follow in the wake
of the present policy as surely as day follows
night. The goods being proved at least not
inferior, the rest ought to be easy.

This means that the youth of this country
are debarred from seeking their fortune
in the local manufacture of goods. If they
want to learn how tomake things they will
have to go out of their own country to find
out the roadto thenecessaryskill.

Arrived at this point, one naturally asks
what is the use of making things if they
cannot command the market of local de-
mand ? The only possible answer is that
if this state of things is to continue the
sooner the Dominion leaves off trying to
become amanufacturingcountry the better.
The only justification for the establishment
of manufacturesinour midst is the certainty
of being able tomaintain the supply out of
the abundance of local labour. The pioneers
whohave borne the heat and burden of the
day of small things have a right to demand
that their sons shall take the lion's share of
the profits due to local industry. That is
the natural encouragement for the young
people to take to manufactures.

If the present system continues, then the
prizes of local industry will fall to im-
ported labour possessing thenecessary skill.
The menof New Zealand have bysomeblind
system of reasoning proved to themselves
that the boys of the Dominion are amenace
to the men, and therefore have forced legis-
latiqn on to the vStatute Book of a nature
entirely to prevent the approach of the
Dominion youth to the manufacturing
world. Skilled work, and the opportunity
of rising in the world by the exercise of
skilled work,arenowalmost entirelybeyond
the reach of the young menof the Dominion.
If we want to keep up our manufactures we
shall have toimport the workers and themen
of learning. As for our ownboys, they will
have to transfer their energies elsewhere.

Proposals are before the public for im-
portingskilled labour on alargescale. They
are mere palliatives. The want of the
country is radical reform. We must not
only encourage manufacture, but we must
make sure of the permanence of the supply
of local manufacturers. If we do not, then
the sooner we let our population drift into
the stream of casual workers, willing in
theory to do anything and able inpractice
to do nothing worth talking about, the
better.
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The success of wireless apparatus of compara-
tively small powerinoperatingover long distances
in the Pacific is phenomenal. Recently the trans-
port Thomas established communication with the
naval station at San Francisco while she was 1400
miles away. On the same voyage she intercepteda
message from thenaval station atSitka, 2200miles
distant ina straight line. This is thebestperform-
ance recorded by the marine wireless. The new
small portablewireless apparatus for field use with
which the Army Signal Corps is experimetinng has
given excellent results, communication havingbeen
establishedfora distance of 26 miles overland.

The Apprentice and His Master.
The apprentice,it is often felt, has in this
Dominion no master. In other words the
apprentice is extinct, or very nearlyextinct.
Hence the general ideais that all the trades
to which moreapprentices might be appoint-
ed thanthere arenow, aredoomed toparalysis
and eventually extinction. The apprentice
system is the natural highway along which
manufactures advance to their proper devel-
opment. But throughout the Dominion at
the present moment the cry is that the
arrangements for the up-keep of the supply
of apprentices is by no means equal to the
demand. That this complaint is eminently
correct and wellfoundedis beyond the reach
ofcontradiction.Pollthetrades,andtheanswerwillbestatisticallyoverwhelming.PatroniseLocalIndustry.Thecryinregardtolocalindustryisstilasitwasthirtyyearsago,whenlocalin-dustrywasbutlittlemorethananame."Weknownothingaboutit."Exhibitionsinlargenumbershaverepliedtothatcry.Neverthelesstheignorancecontinuestobegeneral.Inspiteofthedemonstrationsofcolonialfabricsofeverydescription,thelocalconsumercontinuestofindhischoicelargelyconfinedtoimportedarticles.Inthebeginningitwasfreelydeclaredthatthecolonialproductwasbad,andinmanyinstancesitwasbad.Butafterthein-evitablebadresultsofindependentbeginningsthelocalproductwasraisedtogreateminence.Buttheeminencedoesnotseemtohavebeenhighenoughtooveicometheprejudice.Whatistheremedyforthisstateofthingswhichimpliesthatcolonialmanufacturersareinferiorinalltheirways?Clearlyneithergovernmentsnorlocal,#bodiescangoonpilingupexhi-bitionsofinternational,oranyothercharac-ter.WhilethebestmindsintheDominionhavebeenexercisingthemselvesoverthisproblemapracticalsuggestionhasbeenmadewhichlightsuptheindustrialhornonwithagreatflash.Itisthatthevariousretailhousesinthechiefcentresshalldevoteawindoweachduringcertainperiodsforacertainnumberofdaystothedisplayofarticlesoflocalmanufacture.Atonestrokethepreposterousexpenseoforganisedexhi-bitionsissweptaside,withalltheheart-burningsincidental.Atonestrokelocalindustryisbroughttothefrontinitsnaturalplaceforallmentosee.Atonestroketheeminenceofthelocalproductismademani-fest.AtonestrokethefactismadeclearI+hatthelocalmanufacturerisnotindebtedPROGRESSWithwhichisIncorporatedTHESCIENTIFICNEWZEALANDER.EDITORIALCOMMENT.


