
Thefiendofthemotorworldisthe"road-hcg."HehascoveredEuropeandAmerica;hehasap-pearedmtheDominion;andwhereverhecomestheinhabitantswanthimtogo.FrederickHarrisonvoicesthiswantmtheLondonTimes.Havingbeendrivenbythe"roadhog"fromhisbelovedcountryroadswhichfurnishedhimwithexercise,andinspiredhimwithphilosophy,hehasrushedintoprotestingprint.Hisfirstshriekisaneye-opener:—"Unlesssomethingbedonetocheckthenuisanceandperilcausedthroughoutthecountrybytherecklessnessofcertainmotorists,weshallhaveveryseriouslocaloutragesanddisasters.1hosewhodrivecarsat30milesanhourarealllaw-breakersmfact,andmanslaughterers,inposse;andthemajorityofcarsareconstantlybeingdrivenatthatorhigherspeeds.Theinjurytohousepropertyandshopsalongtheroads,thewearingofthepublicroadways,theloweringofrateablevalues,theslaughterofanimals,andtheterrorisingofyoungandold—allthiscausespositiveamusementtothesebruteswhorecklesslyinjurepropertyandendangerlifefortheirownidioticsport."Havingdescribedthecrime,thismasterofEnglishgoesontothreatenapunishmenttofitit."Beforelongthepublic,whichisinthepropoi-tionofathousandtoone,willberousedtoprotectitselfandwilltreatthe'road-hog'asamaddog,tobesuppressedbyallavailablemeans."Butafterall,heismerciful,asbeseemsthewielderofthatweaponwhichis,mightierthanthesword.Heendsbyofferinga"scheme"whichontheonehandsavesthe"road-hog"fromwell-meritedexecution,andontheother,securesprotec-tiontothelawabidingmotoristfromthenaturalhostilityofanoutragedpeople.ease.InthestreetsofthetownitkeptaheadoftheCouncil'scab,whichwasdrivenattheusualspeed.Thetrailer(containingthreeyardsofmetalswasthenuncoupled,andthewaggon,withitssixyardsload,ascendedSt.John'sHillroad,stoppingseveraltimestoallowvehiclestopass,andstartingagainquiteeasily.ThefirstmotorcarprocessionseeninFnglandwasonNovember14th1896,threemonthsaftertheActrepealingtheroadflaglawhadpassedtheHouseofLordsonAugust14th1896.Therewere9Pan-hardsmtheparade,11Daimlers,2LeonBolleecars,3Bnttaniaelectrics2Beestons,1DeDion,1Dunea3Rogercars,abreakdownvan,andasoitoffreakonwheelscalledPemmington.Theroute\\?sfromWestministerBridgetoBuxtonHillandahugeciowdturnedoutthatfoggyNovembeimorningtowitnessthenovelspectacle.******MessrsT.M.LaneandSonhaveinhandthebuildingofthefollowingmotorcraft—Alaunchtobefittedwitha24h.p.4-cylmderBnttaniaengine,foraWellingtonfirm,dimensions3Gft.9m.longx6ft.beam,whrleback12ft.long,glasscabin10ft.long,andcockpit10ft.long.Theboatisintendedforpleasurecruisingandisexpectedtoaverageagoodtwoknotsmorethanthespeedusuallyfoundamongstlaunchesofthecruisertype.Thehullwillbeofthetwo-skinned,diagonally-builttype,kauribeingusedforthekeel,ribs,andplank-ing.Thecabinfittingswillbeofcedar.Theen-ginepossessestwovaporisers,oneforkerosene,theotherforbenzine,andthelubiicationisofthesplashtype,withanauxiliarypumplubiicationforthemainbearings.A32ft.cruiser,tobefittedwithan8-h.p.Unionengine,forMr.W.Reed,Ponsonby.BytheMamaria20h.p.DaimlercarfittedwithlimousinebodyhasbeenimportedbyMr.Joseph,ofWellington.******ThehandsomemotoryachtVanora,soldthroughtheinstrumentalityofProgress,toMr.LindsayCooke,ofAuckland,isatpiesenton"thehard,"preparingforsummercruising.Staleordirtygasolineshouldneverbepouredawayintothegutter,etc,asaburningnutchorcigarmayeasilyigniteit.Itshouldalwaysbepouredordrainedintoispeciplcan,withsnfet\wirescreenunderthefilteropeninganc1kepttorcleaningpurposes.****h-*Thebelief,heldbymanymotorists,thatblow-outsoftheirpneumatictyiesarefrequentlyduetoexcessncinternalpressure,isrbsolutelyerroneousPneumatictyresaremanufacturedtostandatleastthreetimesthepressuretowinchtheyareordin-arilyinflated,andtheincrea.seofthepressureintheinnertube,duetotheheatingofthetyreisofnopracticalimportance.Thefactcanbeeasilydemonstiated.******Thenew"Invincible"repoitedfromSydney,issaidtotravelat25m.p.h.,thusmakingherthefastestpowerboatintheDominion.MuchinteiestwillcentreroundthiscraftwhenshecomestobepittedagainstMr.CecilA.WhitneysGreyWitch,forthelatterboathashadtheoldengineremoved,inreadinessforanew4-cyhnderEnglishAntoinettemachine,which,theownerconfidentlyexpects,willdrivetheWitchat20knots.The"Road-Hog."MOTORCARSATRICCARTONRACECOURSEONNEWZEALANDCUPDAY.SlimJim,thespeedylittleAucklandvessel,hasbeensenttoPictonwhere,fromallaccounts,shebeatseverythingatthatport.Thereareover100motorlaunchesafloatonAuck-landharbour,andseveralnewciuisersoffrom8to10knotsareonthestocksforcompletionduringDecember.By"Accumulator."MOTORNOTES.ThefiistseriousaccidentatmotortrackracinginEnglandoccurredatBrooklandsonSept.13th.ThewreckingoftheMinervacarenteredbyMr.Moore-Brabazonforthesixthracewasattendedby-fatalconsequences.Mr.VincentHermonandhismechanicSlade,\\erethrownoutwithternfficforceontothecementtrack.Atfirsttheywerereportedtohaveescapedwithquiteminorinjuries,consider-ingthenatureoftheaccident,theformerhadabrokenrightarm,whilethelatterwasbadlycutaboutthefaceandhead.Mr.Hermon,however,diedat8o'clockthesameevening.TheaccidentwasduetotheMinervacarturningturtleonthebankingwhilegoingatbetween60and70milesanhour.Whenthecarupsettheoccupantstriedtogaintheirfeet,butwerehurleddownwithteriificforce.Animmensecrowdflockedtothescene.Acuriousincidentwasthesummaryejectionfromthegroundsofajournalistfortryingto"Kodak"thesceneforhis'paper.AcuriousanorrrlyexistsallovertheDominion,inthematterofspeeddesignation.Forsomereasonboats™henrunningoveracourseinharbour,arestatedtohaveattainedsomanymilesperhour,r.tseaitisknotsperhour.Theconfusion,arisingoverthiswantofacommondesignationfordistancesrun,issogreatattimesthatonewouldthmkmotor-boatownerswouldresolvetodealfinallywitheitherknotsormiles."Whentheunthinkmgconfusea.knot,6080feet,withamile,5280feet,theyaregivingcreditforamaterialdistancewhichhasneverbeenrun.******AnofficialtrialoftheWanganuiBoroughCouncil'snewStrakermotorwaggonwasheldonthe12thult.TheMayorandCouncillorsCarson,Harkness,Harris,andPoynter,droveoutinacabtoHylton'spit,wheretheywatchedtheoperationofloadingthewaggonandtrailer;aloadofnineyardsofgravelwasputaboardandthewaggontookitwithFatalAccidentatBrooklands.The.......Motor.A26ftcruiserforPaeroa.Theenginewillbea5hp.Monarch.A26ft.twin-screwlaunchforMr.Gillet,Auck-land.ThemotivepowerwillbederivedfromtwoBrookeengines,aggiegating12h.p.,andthefittingsaretobeofthebest.Decfmber2T907PROGRESS47


