
the year 1905 was fargreaterintheAucklandProvincialDistrictthaninanyother,theorderbeingasfollows:—:—AucklandWellington339,481Otago......234693Hawke'sBay......138,668Westland117,104Taranaki97,401Nelson65,784Canterbury29,912Marlborough27,490£2,128,766Ofthistotaltherewasexportedavalueof£318,895.Thetotaloutputofallthemills,offirstandsecondcut,standsdividedinthecensusreturns(1906)asfollows:—:—Sawntimber£1,442,950Postsandtails12,297Skirting517,954Moulding56,027Sashesanddoors....99,538Totalunderanyoftheseagreements.Thereisasettledandwellunderstoodscaleofroyaltiestobepaidforthetakingoftimber.TheWorkingoftheTimberIndustry.—Therehasbeenaverygreatdevelopmentofthisindustrysince1901.110additionalmillswerereturnedasworkingin1906,andhandsemployedincreasedfrom6,812,to9,111andthe(firstcut)sawntimberfrom261,583,518ft.to336,470,930ft.anadditionof74,887.412ft.Thefiguresgivenforresawing,&c,alsoshowanincreasefrom34.824,246ft.to51,588,812ft.;thoseformouldingfrom9,152,598ft.to12,148,474ft.;whilethenumberofdoorsandsashesmadeincreasedfrom91,376to143,100.Thetotalmoneyvalueofallmanufacturesorproduceofthesawmillsreachedthesumof£2,128,766,asjagaiust£1,268,689atthepreviouscensus;almostdoubledinfiveyears.Thevalueoftheplantlargelyincreased.Theplantisup-to-dateeverywhere.ThevalueoftheoutputforthemillsforR\I"TIXGLOGS.TheForestLaws.TheforestsofNewZealandareunderStatecontrol,asprovidedbytheStateForestsActof1885,andtheLandActof1892.Thereare20,500,000acresofforestlands—ofcoursenotallfitformilling.Theyaredividedbylawinto(1)StateForestsproclaimedundertheAct,(2)AllotherforestsorbushstandingonCrownlandsundealtwith.Afterthemarketabletimberisclearedoff,thelandisusuallydisposedofundertheordinaryprovisionsoftheLandAct.Largeareasofbusharereservedforvariouspurposes,suchasshelter,scenery,protectionofwatersupply,&c.FromthesereservesthetenantsoftheCrown,whoareentitledbythetermsoftheirleasestogettimberfromthewastelandsoftheCrownforimprovementsanddomesticpurposes,canonlytakethesamewiththepermissionoftheCrownLandsCommissionerofthedistrictandunderconditionsprescribedbyhim.Thelawregulatessuchmattersasfelling,trespass,especiallyduringthedrymonthsoftheyear,protectionagainstinjuryofallsorts,particularlydamagebyfire,thesecur-ingofwayleaves,waterrightsandtheerectionofdams,boomsandallthingsper-tainingtotheworkoffloatingtimberdowntomarket;licensesforsawmilling,bothbymachineryandbyhand,splitting,accesstoroadtramandrailway,cuttingfirewood,rails,sleepersandtherest;theavoidanceofwaste,andtheenforcementofcompen-sationforinjury.Everyforesttreeisunderthespecialprotectionofthegovernment.Thesawyer,thelogger,thesplitter,allare,bylicense,oragreementofonek'ndoranother,underthedominionoftheDepartmentofLandswhoseMinisteristheheadoftheforestrydepartmentdirectlyandindirectly,accordingtowhethertheforestsareStateforestsorotherwise.Timberlandsmaybedisposedofbyleaseorlicense,andstandingtimbermaybesoldafterduenoticewhennotSouthernUplandorBeechDistrict.—ThistakesineverythingintheMiddleIslandbetween1,000ft.and4,500ft.,abovewhichthebeech,thepredominatingtreeinthedistrict,disappears,asthelastsurvivoroftheascendingforests.Therimuandkahikateaareoftenfoundabove1,000ft.,yeltheyrarelyoccurinanygreatquantity,orexhibitgreatluxuriance;so,ontheotherhand,thedifferentbeechesoccasionallydescendeventothesealevel,althoughrarelyforminganylargeportionoftheforestatextremelylowlevels.Themostvaluableforesttreeisthetooth-leavedbeech,whichattainsexceptionalluxurianceandlargedimensionsintheneighbourhoodofTeAnauI,ake,andmanyotherlocalities.Silver-beechandentire-leavedbeecharefoundasfarsouthasPreservationInletandTautukuForest,whilethemountainbeechprefershigherlevels,althoughoccasionallyafewspecimensdescsndtotherimudistrict.NoneofthebeechesextendtoStewartIsland,whichinmanypartsiscoveredwithadensegrowthofrimu,kamahi,andrata,thekahi-kateabeingextremelyrare.Mayi,1907.PROGRESS.
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