
The output of sawn timberwasreturnedatthecensusof1906at336,470,930superfeet.Itisnoteworthythattheestimatedcapacityofthesemillsisintheaggregatemorethandoublethepresentoutput.SLEDGE"CATAMARAN"ONGREASEDSKIDS,IslandnorthofalinedrawnfromWaikatoHeadstoTauranga.AtAotea,tothesouthwards,andelsewhere,kauritreesarefound,butsofewthattheabovelinehasbeenrecognisedalwaysasthekauriboundary.Insomepartsonlysingletreesarefound,inotherstheyoccurinclumpsorgroups,sometimesformingextensivegroves,orevenlargeblocks,almosttotheexclusionofallothertrees.Mostfrequentlythekauriwillbefoundmixedwithrimu,kahikatea.tane-kaha,miro.totara,totara-kiri-kotukutuku,northernrata,puriri,tawa,tarairi,matai,andmanyothertrees,thetawaasarulebeingmostabundant.Thenikau,orsouthernpalm,isplentifulallthroughthedistrict,andiseverywhereaccompaniedbynobletree-fernsandpalm-lilies.Theunderwoodiscomposedofvariousshrubs,andthegroundiscarpetedwitharichgrowthofdelicatefilmyferns.Alargekauriforestisoneofthegrandestsightstobefoundwithintheentirerangeofthevegetablekingdom:massivecolumnartrunks,4ft.to8ft.indiameter,clothedwithsmoothgreybark,riseclosetogether,oftentotheheightofahundredfeetormore,theirspreadingarmsanddeep-greenleavespresentingapictureofthegreat-estluxurianceandvigour.Atthebaseofeachtreeisalargemoundofhumus,formedbythedecayofbarkthroughsuccessivecenturies.Thesurfacesoilaswellasthehumusischargedwithresinthathasexudedfromthefallenleavesortwigs.Someofthemostancientspecimensareamongtheoldesttreesintheworld,andmusthaveoriginatedinaperiodlongbeforetheChristianera.yettheyexhibitallthelifeandexuberanceofearlyyouth.Thegreatquestionisastothedateafterwhichthissplendidtimberwillbenomore.Accordingtothetableofdistribution,thekaurileftstandingonthe31stMarch,1905,representedanaggregateof1,112,000,000superficialfeet.Nowintheyear1903-i,thethirty-sixmillsdealingwithkauricutup144,000,000ft.ofit.Atthatratethekauriforestswillnotlastmorethaneightyears.RIMUEND,KOTARABUSHWORKINGS.
Mayt,1907.PkOGRESS.DistributionofTimbers.TheKauriDistrict.—ThekauritreeisfoundnowherebutinthatpartoftheNorthfromelsewhere.Atthesametimeitisperfectlycleartoanyonewhoreadshiscontemporaryhistorythatmostothercoun-triesaremoreorlessinthesameplight.Thesituationisgraveenoughforthemostenergeticapplicationofthefarthest-reachingmeasures.(1)Theplantingratemustbeincreasedatleasttenfold.(2)Existingtimbermustbepreservedwiththegreatestvigilance.(3.)Thequestionofprohibitingtheexportwillhavetobefaced.(4.)Asthedenudationwillgreatlydiminishfirewoodandfencingtimbers,thesettlersmustdevotealargeamountofattentiontogrowingtimberforhouseholdandfencingrequire-ments.SummaryofSawmillsin1905.whichisbutasmallspaninthehistoryofanation.Thesupplyofthedifferentvarietiesoftimberintheabovetotalisasfollows:—:—Rimu..22,384millionss.feet.Kahikatea..5,247millionss.feet.Birches..4,673millionss.feetMatai..3,802millionss.feet.Totara..1,149millionss.feet.Kauri..1,112millionss.feet.Miscellaneous3,405millionss.feet.(Miro,maire,silverpmetanekaha,tawera,mangaio,hinau,kamahi,birch.)TheFuture.Theoutputofthesawmillsrepresentsanareaof41,000acres.Toth-smustbeaddedacertainpercentageforaccidentssuchasbushfiresandothercausesofdenudation.NowtheStateForestDepartmentplantedlastyear1,435acres,andtheyearbeforenearly1,700acres.Itissomethingtoknowthatthedepartmenthasraisedsomethirtytwomilliontreessinceitfirstbegantoplant,andthatithasinitsnurseriesatotaloffifteenmillionsofyoungtreesreadyforplantingout,ornearlyso,oftwotothreeyearsold.Butitisnotenoughtoovertakethewantsofthefuturewhich,ifsomethingisnotdoneatoncewillhavetobesatisfied256LandDistricts.NumberofmillsHorsepower.AnnualCapacityAuckland..49Hawke'sBay..61Taranaki..31Wellington..73Marlborough..16•Nelson..58Westland..51Canterbury..9Otago.-10Southland..562,5281,6326121,3242526759131011371,323244,320,00081,888,40039,500,000100,330,00015,722,00055,333,20088,990,0003,363,0005,984,00069,500,0004149,497704,930,600LandDistricts.NumberofmillsHorsepower.AnnualCapacityAuckland..49Hawke'sBay..61Taranaki..31Wellington..73Marlborough..16•Nelson..58Westland..51Canterbury..9Otago.-10Southland..562,5281,6326121,3242526759131011371,323244,320,00081,888,40039,500,000100,330,00015,722,00055,333,20088,990,0003,363,0005,984,00069,500,0004149,497704,930,600


