
The ProbableTrainServiceThecompletionoftherailwaybeingwithinmeasurabledistance,interest,ofcourse,attachestotheprobablenatureofthetrainservicetoberunovertheLineBythetimethroughtrainsarerunitisexpectedtheUnionSteamshipCom-panywillhaveone,orpossiblytwo,fastturbinesteamersintheferryservicebetweenLytteltonandWellington,andthetime-tablearrangementwillprobablybemadewithaviewofsecuringarapidmailandpassengerservicefromoneendofthecolonytotheotherAlreadywehaveatramleavingInvercargillmthemorningandreachingChnstchurchthesamenightAfaststeamercouldawaitthearrivalofthistrainatLytteltonandstilldelivermailsandpassengersatWellingtonby9or10o'clockthefollowingmorningAsalreadystatedthedistancebe-tweenWellingtonandAucklandisapproximately426miles,andtakingintoconsiderationtheroughnatureofmuchofthecountrytraversedandtheextentofcomparativelynewtrack,aswellasthegreatheighttorisetotheinteriorplateau,itis
thenorthandsouthends,withheadquartersatOhakune,and,thoughworkingundergreatdifficultiesonaccountofthedeplorableconditionoftheroadsduringthewinterseason,veryfairprogresshasbeenmadeTheMangaturuturu,Toanuiand,Hapuawhenuaviaductsareofthissection.ThetwolatteraretobeerectedbythePublicWorksDepartment'sownworkmen,theironandsteelworkbeingalreadymcourseofpreparationattheMangaonohoworkshops,andtheformerbyMessrs.Anderson,thecontractdateforitscompletionbeing7thFebruary,1908,thesameasfortheManganuiviaductAtthepresenttimethereareappro>miately2,700menemployedonthethreesectionsmhand,therespectivenumbersbeingaboutasfollows—Northend,900;centralsection,600;southend,1,200.Thepresentpositionmaybesummedupthus—Totaldistance,AucklandtoWelling-ton........426milesAlreadyconstructedandopenfordailypassengertraffic..335Railslaidonafurther....34Formationpracticallycompleteonafurther......10Andinhandonafurther..32Untouched......15Total......426Theuntouchedportionisleftsomerelybe-becausetheworksuponitareofaneasyandun-importantcharacterandcanreadilybefinishedbythetimetheheavierworknowinhandisdoneProbablyalltheearthworkswillbefinishedassoonasthelargeviaductsareready,sothatonthecompletionofthosestructuresreallydependsthedateoftheopeningoftherailwayforthroughtraffic.Itseemsquiteprobable,therefore,thatthepredictionoftheMinisterforPublicWorksandRailwaysthatthroughtrainswillberunbyabouttheendof1908willberealisedItwillalsoclearlybepossibletotakethethroughjourneyduringthiscomingsummer,bycoachingfromRaurunutoWaiouru.AcoachalreadyrunsfromRaunmutoMakatote,andwilldoubtlessrunontoRaetihiassoonastheroadisinsufficientlygoodorderforvehiculartrafficAtRaetihiconnectioncanbemadewiththePipinki-Waiourucoach.TheMeninCharge-TheconstructionoftheMainTrunkRailwayhasoccupiedtheattentionofasuccessionofMinistersforPublicWorksbuttheHonWmHall-Jones,thepresentMinisterforPublicWorks,andRailways,hashadtheprincipalcontroloftheundertakingforalongerperiodthananyotherMinister—namely,fromMarch,1896,tothepresentdateThepracticalworkofcon-structionhasalsoclaimedtheeffortsofmanyengineers.TheworkisbeingcarriedoutatpresentunderthedirectionofMr.P.S.Hay,Engineer-m-Chiefofthecolony,whoisalsoentitledtothecreditofdesigningallthefinesteelviaductsaswellasmostofthebridgesalongtheLine.TheworksatthenorthernendareunderthegeneralcontrolofMr.C.RVickerman,DistrictEngineeratAuckland,withMr.JD.LouchResidentEngineer,atRaunmuintheimmediatelocalcharge.MrJ.JHay,ResidentEngineer,Oha-kune,isinchargeoftheworksonthecentralsection,andtheconstructionatthesouthernendisunderthesupervisionofMrFWFurkert,ResidentEngineer,Taihape,whorecentlysucceededMr.G.L.CookinthatcapacityTheseofficersareassistedbyalargestaffofassistantengineers,overseers,timekeepers,andotherminorofficialsThegeneraladministrativeworkisunderthecontroloftheUnder-SecretaryforPublicWorks,Mr.HJHBlowhaulingaloadedtrainupagradeofiin50atanaveragespeedof20milesanhour,andwillweigh,withtender,over90tons.Anoutlinedrawingofthisengineappearsmthisissue.Alltheengineswillbefurnishedwithtenderssoastoprovideamplecoalandwateraccommodationandenablethemtorunlongdistanceswithoutstopping.Thecarswillbeoftwoclasses,thefirst-classofthestandardsaloontype111useontheNewZealandRailways47ft.6mlongwithverandahateachend,heightfromfloortoceiling7ft.8in.,contain-ingaroomylavatoryandfurnishedwithaplenti-fulsupplyofdrinkingwaterTheseatswillbeofthepopularsingle,reversiblebacktype,arrangedtwoononesideofthecentralaisleandoneontheotherEachseatwillbenumbered,andanypassengerdesiringtodosowillbeabletoobtainfromtheguardaticketreseivmganyoneseatfoihissoleuseforthewholeoranypartofthejourneyThecarriageswillbelightedbygas,storedathighpressureinreservoirsfixedtotheunderfiameofthecai,eachlampgivingalightequalto25or30cp.Eachcarwillaccommodate32passengersThesecond-classcarswillbeofthesamesizeandtype,withsimilarlavatoryconveniences.Theseatingaccommo-dationwillprovidefor52passengers,arrangedonthestandardlongitudinalsystem,andtheseatswillbeprovidedwithcushions.Adming-carwillbeattachedtoeachtrain,similarinsizeandexterior"appearancetothepassengercars,andwillbefittedwithalargegas-cooking-J"range,dresser,cupboaidsandallexpectedthatthethroughjourneywilloccupyabout20hours.AtrainleavingWellingtonforAucklandaboutnoonwouldbeconvenientforthearrivalsbythesouthernsteamer,andwouldgiveWellingtoncommercialmentwoorthreehoursofthebusinessportionofthedaytodespatchtheircorrespondenceThistraincouldreachAucklandby8amthefollowingmorningintimeforletteistobedistributedbytheletter-carriers'hrstdeliveryThiswouldgivea48-hourthroughpassengerandmailservicebetweenAucklandandInvercargilliheexpressontheletuinjourneywouldprobablyleaveAucklandintheeveningandreachWellingtonabout4pmthenextday,thusallowingpassengerstoconnectatleisurewiththesouthernsteamerleavingthreeorfourhourslaterThissteamerwouldbetimedtoreachLytteltonsoastoconnectwiththefirstexpress,whichleavesChnstchurchat8am.andrunsthroughtoInvercargillSpecialrolling-stockistobeconstructedfortheAuckland-WellingtonmailtrainsIheenginesfortherunbetweenPalmerstonandTaihape(orbetweenWellingtonandTaihapeshouldtheGovernmentpurchasetheWellington—ManawatuRailway)willbeofthenewClassAtypeshowninourillustrationAsimilarenginewouldrunbetweenTaumarunuiandAuckland,butfortheheavysectionandsteepgradesbetweenTaumaiunuiandTaihapeaspeciallocomotivewillbeused,ofastrongerandheaviertypethananyhithertomuseontheNZRailwaysItwillbeofthefour-cylinderbalancedcompoundtype,capableofNovemberi,1906,PROGRESS.
MAPOFTHENORTHISIAND,SHOWINGTHER\lL\\\YSYSTEM.THEUNCOMPLETEDPORTIONOrTHEMAINTRUNKRAILWAYISSHOWNBYADOTTEDLINE.
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