
At theRaunmuhilltheLinepassesunderitselfbymeansofashorttunnel,thedifferenceineleva-tionatthecrossingpointbeingabout70feet.ForanotherfivemilestheLinecontinuesthroughheavyforesttillitemergessuddenlyontheopentussockplainsinfullviewofTongariro,NgauruhoeandRuapehu—thelatter,asiswellknown,beingthehighestmountainintheNorthIsland,attaininganelevationof9,175feetForabouteightmilestheLinecontinuesontheplain,andatWaimanno,nearthestreamofthesamename,itattainsthefirstsummitatanelevationofabout2,600feetabovesealevel.Theplainsarespoiltforgrassgrowingbytheheavydepositofpumicewithwhichtheyarecovered,andonaccountoftheirhighelevationarehardlyacongenialplaceinwinter,buttheponderousmassofthethreegreatmountains,withtheever-steamingcraterofNga-uruhoeandthesteam-cloudwhichhangsoverRuapehu,makeanawe-inspiringpicturetothetravellerwholooksuponthemforthefusttimeThisshouldbeapopularplacetolingerforthetouristwhoisnotpressedfortime,andwhofindsanypleasureinthecontemplationatclosequartersofthemightyworksofNature.ContinuingsouthwardstheLinesoonleavestheplainandagainentersforestcountryofmuchthesamenatureasthatonthenorthernsideoftheopencountry.Inthecomparativelyshortdistanceofelevenmilesthreeravineshavetobecrossedonhugesteelviaducts,namelyatMakatote,Manganui-o-te-aoandMangaturuturu.Iheseravineshavebeenformedbycomparativelysmallrivers,havingtheirsourcesonthemountainsidescuttingdownchannelsintheplateauAtthecrossingplacetheMakatotegorgeisabout300feetdeep,withsidesalmostperpendicular111places,coveiedwithaluxuriantgiowthofevergreenvegetation,whichpresentsaglonousspectaclefromtheroadbridgewhichcrossesit,atalowerelevation,lessthanamilebelowtherailwaycross-ing.The1MakatoteviaductwillbethehighestandlongestinNewZealand,butbeingsimpler111designandeasieiofconstruction,ishardlysuchanengineeringachievementasthesimilarstructureatMakohme111theRangitikeivalley,atthesouthernendoftheLineItistobe265feethigh,891feetlong,builtofsteelintenspans,onfivepierseach36feetwideItisbeingerectedbyMessrs.Anderson,ofChnstchuich,andwillcostneailyIheManganui-o-te-aogorgeis120feetdeep,butnotverywide.LowerdownthisstreamwasafavouriteretreatoftheWanganuiMaorisinthetroublousearlytimes,andtracesoftheircultivationscanyetbefound.ApeculiarstreamistheMangaturu-turuwhichisciossedbyaviaductabout50feethighItswaterscontainastiongmixtureofsulphur,alumandotherdisagreeableelementspickeduponitscoursedownthesideofRuapehu,andatdifferenttimespresentvanousshadesofyellowandbluecolour,alternatingwithadelusiveclearnesswhichgivesanunpleasantsurprisetotheunwarytravellerwhohelpshimselftoadrmkfromit.ThesameeffectisnoticedtoanevengreaterextentintheWangaehuriverloweiclown,whichalsoliasitssource111thesamemoun-tain.AfterleavingWaimannotheleveloftherailwayfallstothecrossingoftheMakatote,andthenrisesalittletotheManganui-o-te-ao,whereitcommencestofallbysteepgradesdowntothecrossingoftheMangawheroriver.HereastationisbeinglocatedforthebenefitoftheoldsettlementofOhakune,somemilesoffthetrackoftheLine.Onthissectiontherearetwoviaducts—oneatKAKAHIBRIDGE.THESAWMILLONTHELEFTISWORKEDBYTHEPUBLICWORKSDEPARTMENT.Toanui,andalongoneatHapuawhenua,butthelattercannotcompareforheightordifficultyofconstructionwitheitherMakohineorMakatote,thoughitisstillnearly150feetabovethebedofthestream.TheToanuistructureisshortandofmoderateheight;botharetobebuiltofsteel.Theformationworksareagainheavy,theLinehavinglefttheloftyplateau,andmakingadescentonthesteepcountryatitsedge.HeavytimberontheslopesofRuapehustillcontinues,butafairamountofsettlementhastakenplaceonthelowerlands.Dairyingiscarriedontosomeextent,therebeingadairyfactoryatRaetihiandacreameryatOhakune,bothofwhichtown-shipsareontheoverlandtouristroadfromPipi-rikitoTokaanu,butareseveralmilesdistantfromtherailwaySawmilhngisalsocarriedontoalimitedextent,butmaybeexpectedtoincreasewhenanoutletbyrailisavailable.FromOhakunetothecrossingoftheWaitaikenearKarioitheLinepassesovercomparativelyeasycountryonmoderategrades,butatNinia,ontheWangaehuriver,agradualrisetoitssecondsummitatWaiouruiscommenced.ForsixmilestherouteisoverthecheerlessMurimutuplains—poortussockland,incapableofgrowingmuch—where,however,theworkofmakingtheLineiseasy,butheavycuttingsandfillingsareagainencounteredonthelastfourmilesbeforeWaiouruisreached.Thisisthepointoftermina-tionofthefirstday'sjourneyofthepresentToka-anu-TaihapeandTokaanu-Pipinkicoachservice,andaftertheopeningoftherailwaywillbethechangingplaceforpassengersdesirousofproceedingtoeitherTokaanuorPipinkiItisratheradrearylocality,however,withhardlyanytimberorothervegetation,excepttussock,insight.TheleveloftheLineatthissummitisalmostthesameasatthehighestpointontheWaimanno,fortymilesaway,butbetweenthesetwopointstheLinehasdippeddowntoalevelabout600feetbelowthesummitelevation.FromWaiourutheLinecommencestodescendbyeasygradesovertenmiles-ofrollingcountry,littleremovedfromdesertasregardsfertility,andentirelydevoidoftimberoranygrowthbuttussock,tillforestisagainencounteredatTuran-garere,andadecidedimprovementinthequalityofthelandisimmediatelynoticeable.TurangarerewasatonetimeanimportantpahbelongingtotheManiapototribe,andmanynativesstillhavetheirhomesthere.Thesawmilhngindustryisalsoinfullswing,andfromthispointsouthwardstoMarton,thereisanabundancePROGRESS.-Novemberi,1906,
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