
The MotorOmnibusonTrial.GROWINGPOPULARITYINSPITEOFFAULTS.360,000PEOPLECARRIEDDAILYINLONDON.360,000PassengersDailyButtheseareonlyindicationsofthebenefitstobeconferredonouterLondon.Atpresentitiscalculatedthatthe400motoromnibusesinLondoncarry360,000passengersdailyThenumberofvehicleswillbegreatlyincreasedinthenextfewmonths.Themotor-omnibuscompaniesandthednveisseemtohavebeenputontheirmettlebythecriticismswhicharebeingdirectedagainstthem,andaverydeterminedeffortisbeingmadetoimprovematters.Themenareineffectdriving"onhonour"InreplytoaquestionbyMrChanmngtheHomeSecretarygavethefollowinglistofmotor-omnibusaccidentsmthemetropolitanpolicedistrictinMayandJune•—May.JuneAccidentscausedbymotoromnibuses....400390Numberofaccidentscausingpersonalinjury....62..80Numberofaccidentswhich..provedfatal....2..3Theepoch-markingdiscussionarousedbyMrManville'saddresstotheLondonAutomobileClub,whichwerecentlyprinted,appearedtometomisstwopointsofgreatimportance,bothofwhichtellinfavourofthemotor'busFirstly,notawordwassaidaboutthefrightfuldislocationoftrafficoccasionedbythelayingofatramway,especiallyaconduittramwaysuchasthosewhichByA.J.WilsoninAutocarMotor'Busesv.Tramcars.centreoftheroad.Thehorse-omnibusdriverkeepstothemiddleoftheroad,inutterunconcernoffastertraffic,becausehelikestorunhisiron-tyredwheelsonthesmoothtramlines,andthussavehishorsepower,butwithtramlinesabsentandwithanabundanceofsurpluspowerthemotor'busmanwillobeytheruleoftheroadbykeepingtotheleft,thusleavingthecentreoftheroadfreeforfastertrafficIhemakerofnearlyeveryrubbertyreisonlytooreadytopersuadealikelypurchaserthathistyreisequaltoapneumaticThoughwewouldnotforamomentsuggestthatanysolidtyreisequaltothepneumatic,wemustadmitthattheSwinehartsolidtyregoesverynearthemarkDuringatwentymilesspin(partofitbeingovergranitesets)whichwehadrecently,thecomfortandlackofvibrationwasaverypleasingfeature.Theheightoftherubberanditsresiliencewillcommendittoanyonewhohasaknowledgeofthismaterial—TheMotor.AComfortableSolidTyre.M.HenneFournierisestablishingaseriesofInternationalgaragesandrepairshopsinLondon,Rome,NewYork,Berlin,Cannes,andNicetolinkupthePansestablishmentwithotherleadingcapitalsCars,spares,andaccessoriesofallsortswillbesoldatthesevariouscentresatauniformprice,andthemotortouristwillbewel-comedwithopenandhelpfularmsatanyoftheseInternationalgarages.ABidforFrenchTrade.TheContinentsufferedlastseasonfromasurfeitofautomobilecompetitionsonland,onseaandintheairMotoristsarebecomingtiredofcom-petingfortwentytofift}-guineacups,whichtowinoutnghtisalmostanimpossibility.TherulesspecifythattheholdermustwintwiceinsuccessionorthreetimesinallTodothisacompetitoiisobligedtoenterforinterminablecompetitionsandattheendofmuchhardworkhemayhavethegoodlucktobecomepossessedofthetrophyManyofthecupsareputupmerelytosatisfythevanityofthegivei,ortoadvertisehisparticularmerchandiseASurfeitofCupsandTrophies.OwnersoflightAmericanlunaboutb,withleather-facedfly-wheelclutches,shouldbecarefulnottoletthecarstandoutintheramwiththeclutchout,asitwillgetwetandtheleatherbecomehard,afierceclutchwillthenbetheresulthavebeenduringrecentyearsandarenowbeinglaidinandaroundLondon.EvenashortlengthoflinesuchasthatfromtheAngelatIslingtontoSouthamptonRow,wherethelinedivesunder-groundtoAldwych,hadtheeffectofupsettinganddivertingtrafficmthedistrictfornearlyatwelvemonth.WhileRosebeiyAvenueandTheobald'sRoadwereimpassable,HolbornandtheStrandwereshockinglycongestedformanymonths,andbusinessmenfounditactuallyquickertowalkthantodriveinanykindofvehicleMotor'busesdonotentailsuchinconvenienceTheotherpointiscommontoalltramlines,whetherhorsedorelectricinperpetuity,andmmyownexperiencetheAngelatIslington,againisanobjectlesion,sinceIpassthisspoteverymorningandeveningonmywayintoandoutoftownAnumbeiofomnibusloutesaswellasthreetramwayroutesaresqueezedintothisneckofstreet,andthepublicvehiclesproceedingawayfromthecityallstopattheAngelitselfTherearegenerallyfromtwotosevenomnibusesdiawnupinalineatthekerbsettingdownandpickinguppassengers,andseldomlessthanthreetram-carsalongsidethemThereisnospacebetween'busesandtramcarssothatallothertraffichastocrawlandstopbehindthetramcars,andnotonlythetramcarscomingintheoppositednection,butalsotheomnibuses(whichwillkeeptothemiddleoftheroadinsteadofkeepingtotheirleft)interferewiththisoccasionalpossibilitySotheloadisclogged,andtheratepayersemployextrapolicementoregulatethetrafficDoawajwiththetramlinesandsubstitutemotor'busesandthecongestionwillbeabolished,themotor'busesAvailpullupatthekerb,passengerswillnotbecompelledtododgeintothemiddleoftheroadtoboardthetramcar,andallothertiafficwillbefreetopassalongwithoutincommodinganyoneMoreover,theabolitionofthehorsedomnibuswilldoawaywiththeviciouspracticeofsuchvehiclespursuingthencoursealongtheSuburbsNearer.Someoftheoutlyingsuburbshavehithertobeenalmostimpossibleasplacesofresidenceforthousandsofworkers,becauseofinaccessi-bility.ThedailyfaresbytramwerealsooftenaheavyiteminahumblehouseholdNow,however,thehandicapoftimeandexpenseisbeingminimisedbythemotoromnibus""Thenewvehicle,"saidMrDuff,themanageroftheRoadCarCompany,"willaddtwomilestotheLondonomnibusradius"'lhatistosaythat,assumingthepresentomnibusradiusfromCharingCrosstoberoughlyfromfourtofivemiles,itwillbecomebytheuseofthemotoromnibusaradiusoffromsixtosevenmiles.Itisobviousthatnew,swiftandcheaplocomotiontoandfromthisvastoutlyingcircleofLondonmustnotonlyaffordconveniencesofresidencetoarmiesofworkers,butmustalsogreatlyincreasethevalueofallpropertytappedbytheomnibus.Commonsisconsideringregulationswhichhehasdrawnup.Meanwhile,theauthoritiesarewellawarethatthemanufacturersfullyappre-ciatetheshortcomingsofthepresenttypeofomnibus,andwillbeablebeforelongtoplaceinthestreetsvehiclesmuchlessnoisyandbetterfittedinallrespectsfortraffic.DespitetheseincidentalevilsitisagreedonallsidesthatthemotoromnibusisdestinedtoplayalargepartintheevolutionofLondon.ThenewLondonwillbeanever-wideningcircle,stretchingfarintothecountry,thecentralpartsbeingreservedmoreandmoreforthedayworkofthehundredsofthousandswholiveonthefringes,andtravelbackwardsandforwardsnightandmorning.ThequickerandthecheaperthemeansoflocomotionbetweenthesuburbsandtheworkingcentreofLondonthebetteritwillbefortheworkersTheywillbeabletolivefurtherafieldinfiesherair,willhavebetterhouses,andwillpaylessforthem.DoYouWantaMotorCar?THEFORD4-CYLINDERTOURINGCAR,MODEL"N."ReadersofProgresswhoareinthemarkettobuymotorcarsfindtheexpertadvicegivenbythisjournalinvaluable.Anyreaderwhowishesinformationandadvicecanobtainitfromusbywritinghisquestionsandenclosingastampedandaddressedenvelope.Hewillreceiveareplybypost.TheproprietorsofProgresshavenofinancialinterestinthesaleofcars.Inseveralcaseswherereadershaveboughtcarsuponouradvice,themanufacturershaveofferedtoustheusualtradecommission,which,ofcourse,wasrefused.THEFORD6-CYLINDERTOURINGCAR,MODEL"K."PROGRESS.Novemberi,1906.Themotoromnibusofto-day,speedy,cheapconvenient,thesupplanteroftheoldhorseomnibusandthetramwaycar,theseriousrivalofthesuburbantrain,isontrialforincidentalfaultsbefore'itstensofthousandsofadmirersPeoplegoonusingitwhiletheycriticise,buttheyaskthatitslesseningnoiseshallentirelydisappear,thatitsevilsmellingvapoursshallbeseenandsmeltnomorethatitscomparativesafetyshallbemadesafer.Themotoromnibushasinalittlemorethanoneyearmadeitselfindis-pensabletoLondon;Londonnowasksthatitshallmakeitselfagreeableaswellasswiftandcheap.TheterribledisastertothemotoromnibusonHandcrossHillrecentlyshookthenervesofLondonersalittle,andforafewdaystherewerefewerpassengersonthemotoromnibusesinthestreets.Butanisolatedaccident,shockingasitmaybe,wasnotsufficienttofrightenper-manentlythepeoplewhohavefoundthevehiclesofsuchvalue.AstrikingeffectoftheHandcrosstragedyhasbeenthecautionandexceedingcarewhichthedriversofthemotoromnibuseshavesincebeenshowing.ActionbythePolice.NoiseandsmellaretwoofthecomplaintsagainstthemotoromnibuswhichtheChiefCom-missionerofPoliceisgivinghisimmediateatten-tion,andaSelectCommitteeoftheHouseof16


