
GRAND STAIRCASE, WELLINGTON TOWN HALL,

We learn that since the abovewaswrittentheCouncilonBuildingLawshavedecidedtorecom-mendthefollowingordinance—"Onstreets800ft.wide,orover,theheightofbuildingsfacingthereonshallbeunlimited.Onstreets80ft.wde,orover,theheightofbuildingsshallbelimitedto200ft."InternalDecorationofHousesThedaysofplaster,asappliedtoceilingsandwalls,arealreadynumbered.Weliveinapro-gressiveage:fireproofmaterialssuchasmetalceilingsandwalls,combinedwiththerapidlyexpandinguseofferro-concrete,areeffectingatransformationinbuildingconstructionthatwillundoubtedlytendinthefuturetotheincreaseddurabilityandbeautyofthehome.Incountries,too,wherethedangerofearthquakeiseverpresent,thenewmaterialshaveincreasedvalue,andinNewZealandthereformationinbuildingcon-structionsetinlongagowiththeintroductionofmetalceilings,whichmaybenoticedinalmosteveryup-to-datehousethatisnowcompleted.Wehaveyettoexperience,however,amodernbuildingconstructedentirelyofmetal,similartothatwhichisoftenfittedoutbytheMetallicRoofingCo,ofToronto,Canada,andwhichwehopetoillustrateinafutureissue.ThemetalceilingsmadebythisCompanyarespeciallyadaptedforuseinbusinesshouses,churchesandprivateresidencesTheyaremadefromsoftsteelplatesembossedintoanalmostcountlessvarietyofdesigns,withharmoniousadaptationsofeachpatterntosuitthewalls,ceilings,cornicesandothermembers.Theseplatesaremadesomathematicallyconect,andthedesignsembossedwithsuchabsoluteprecision,thatwhenputintoplacethejointsaretotallyimperceptible,andthepatterncontinuesthroughouttheentireceilingorwallasthoughitwereputoninonegreatpiece.Onceinpositionthedecorationiscommenced—thescopeforthedecorator'sartbeingquiteun-limited.Agreatadvantageconnectedwiththeuseofthesemetalplatesistheireaseoffixing,sothatwhenplacedinanewbuildingtheyaresimplynailedonroughliningorwoodfurringstrips;andwhenitisdesirabletoinstallametallicfinishinanoldbuildingwhereitwouldbeinconvenienttoremovetheplaster,thesefurringstripsarerunovertheplasterandthesteelplatesfastenedtothem,thusenablingthewholetobefirmlystayedintoplaceandatthesametimeobviatingthelitterusuallyassociatedwiththehandlingofplaster.Thesanitaryfeatureinmetalceilingsandwallsisofalmostequalimportancetothatofproofagainstfireorearth-quake;forthoughafireorearthquakemaynotoccurforyears,thedangerfromdiseasegermsiseverpresent.Metalfinish,how-ever,givesnochanceforsuchgermstogetafoot-hold,foritmaybecleansedbywash-ing,withoutanyin-jurytothedecora-tion,andapossiblehidingplaceforgermsisthusren-deredoutofthequestion.Thecostsofmetalfinishforwallsorceilingsischeaperthanplaster,andtheirdurabilityandpleasingeffectareincomparablysu-perior.Thesystemadop-tedbythemakersisforprospectivepurchaserstosendVICTORIAARCADE,AUCKLAND.THISHANDSOMEBUILDINGISACKNOWLEDGEDTOBETHEBESTEXAMPLEOrBRICKCONSTRUCTIONINTHENORTHERNCITY.ITWASERECTEDBYTHENEWZEALANDINSUR-ANCECO.ATACOSTOFwasaneye-witnessoftheconflagration.Heconfirmsthestatementoiotherobserverstotheeffectthatthegreatsteel-framebuildingsarethosebestadaptedtoresistbothfireandearthquake.ThePalaceHotel,forinstance,whichwasamongthefirstofthebuildingstouseironinitsconstruc-tionwasdesignedtobebothfireandearthquakeproof.Theearthquaketestwassuccessfullypassed.Notasquareglassfellfromtheglassroofoftheimmensecourt,andguestswerebreak-fastingmthegrillroomwhenthesecondshock,about8.30,droveoutthetimidones.Theeffectoftheearthquakeandthefireuponmanyofthemostnotablebuildingsofthecityisdescribedandillustrated,andthewritercon-cludeswithanestimateofthebuildingsituationasitappearedintheearlypartofJune,whenhiscommunicationwasdespatched.Considerabledelayhasbeencaused(hesays)bytheuncer-taintyastotheprovisionsofthenewbuildingregulations,buttheBoardofPublicWorkswillnotrevokeanyofthepermitsfornewbuildingsgrantedprevioustothefire.ItisheldbytheCommissionersthattherulesofthecommitteeappointedtorevisethemunicipalbuildinglawscannotaffectcasesalreadydecided.WorkonseveralbuildingsinprocessofconstructionwillbecontinuedimmediatelyInadditiontotheseaboutsixtypermitshadbeengrantedforbuildingswhereactualworkhadnotcommencedTheplanscallforstructuresofclasses"B"and"C."Theywillbebuiltofbrick,withwoodeninteriors,inmostinstances.TheBoardhasbeennotifiedthatconstructionwillcommenceassoonasmaterialisavailable.Abigseven-storyhotelwillbebuiltbyCharlesStewartonGearystreet,oppositetheFrancishotel.Thebuildingwillbeaclass"B"edifice.Asix-storybrickstructure,originallyintendedasastorehouse,willbeerectedonthecornerofJacksonandDrummstreets.Asix-storybuildingwillalsogoupinEaststreet,betweenmarketandmission.Noclass"A"permitsareout,exceptforbuild-ingswhichwerepartiallyerectedbeforethefire.Nopermitswillbegrantedfromnowonuntilthenewlawsareformulatedandpassed.Appli-cationsforbuildingpermitsofallkindsreceiveddailybytheBoardofPublicWorksarebeingkeptonfilependingdevelopments.TheCommissionershaverequestedthatCityArchitectSheabeallowedtoconferwiththeCommissiononRevisionoftheBuildingLaws.Thearchitectdoesnotfavourthedrasticregulationsproposedbymany.Hebelievesthatunlesssomelatitudeisallowedintheuseofinflammablematerialthebuildingindustrywillbeparalysed.SanFranciscoBuildingRegulationsThefollowingarethebuildingrulesinSanFranciscoforthetemporaryperioduntilnewbuildinglawsarecompleted,asadoptedbytheReconstructionofBuildingsCommitteeandBoardofPublicWorks:—:—Rulei.Permitswillnotberequiredtoerecttemporaryone-storystructuresofgalvanisedironorwood,buttheymustberemovedatninetydays'notice.Rule2.AllpermitsforpermanentstructuresmustbeobtainedfromtheBoardofPublicWorks.Rule3.Permitswillnotberequiredforrepairofchimneysorroofsdamagedbyfallingchimneysorothercauses,butpermitforuseofsaidchimneymustbeobtainedfromtheBuildingCommitteebeforeanychimneycanbeusedorfiiestarted.Rule4.AllbuildingsoutsideburneddistrictwhichwerebadlydamagedbybeingthrownofftheirfoundationoroutofplumbmustsecureapermitforrepairofsaidbuildingsfromtheBoardofPublicWorks.Rule5.AllmatterspertainingtosidesewersmustbereferredtotheBoardofPublicWorks.Rule6.PermitsforoperationoffactoriesusingsteamorotherpowerexceptelectricitymustbeobtainedfromtheBuildingCommittee.Rule7.AllfactoriesoperatingbyelectricalcurrentmustobtainapermitfromtheDepartmentofElectricity,andafurtherpermitfromtheCommittee,beforeoperatingtheirplant.Capitalisalsowaitingforthenewbuildingordinance.Sofarthereisnoinklingastowhatthenewpermanentrestrictionsandlimitationswillbe.Butthereisnottheslightestdoubtthatnewskyscraperswillbebuilt.TheStateBoardofArchitectsmakesanumberofsuggestionsinrelationtotherestrictionsofthecomingbuildingordinances.Thoroughinspectionsandinvestigationshavebeenmadethroughtheburntdistrict,andithasbeenfoundthatsafetyisnotaquestionofstyleofarchitecture,butqualityofworkmanship.Cornicesandarchesneednotbeexcludedfromthenewcity.Wheretheywereproperlyanchoredandbuilttheywithstoodtheshockandthefireboth.ItistheopinionoftheBoardthatthecityneednotbewithoutitspicturesquecornicesanddecorations.
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