
NORTH ISLAND MAIN TRUNK RAILWAY OHINEMOA SECTION— BANK FORMED OFRHYOLITEDEBRIS.ConstructionWork.Bythistimethenativeshadbeenwonovertoamorefriendlyattitudetowardstheprojectedrailway,andthepracticalworkofconstructionwastakeninhandatbothendsTheturningofthefirstsodatthenorthernstartingpointon15thApul,1885,wasmadetheoccasionofapicturesqueceremonyonthebankofthePumuriver,whichhadlongformedthefrontierlinebetweentheWaikatoandtheKingCountry.ThethenPremierofthecolony,SirRobertStout,waspresent,togetherwitharepresentativepartyofofficials,settlersandcitizensfromAuckland,whiletheMaoriswererepresentedbythefamouschiefsWahanuiandRewiMamapotoaboutfiftynativesofrank,andsomehundredofothers.Inall,about1500peoplewerepresent,andabrassbandenlivenedtheproceedingsatintervals.ThespotselectedfortheceremonywasontheMaorisideoftheriver,onlyaboutfourmilesdistantfromthebattlefieldofOrakau,whereRewihadtwentyyearsbeforedistinguishedhimselfattheheadofhistribeThisdayRewi,wearingablackvelvetcoatandatallhat,stoodbeforethegatheringasafriendoftheEuropeans—hisoldhatredoftheraceexchangedforafeelingofbrotherlycompanionshipAttherequestofthenativesWahanuidugthefirstthreesods,whichwerewheeledsomedistancebythePremieranddepositedontheground;lateronmostoftheearthsodealtwithwascarriedawaybythespectatorsasmementosoftheoccasion.Therewere,ofcourse,manyspeechesSirRobertStoutaddressedsomewordsofgoodadvicetotheMaorisexhortingthemtocultivatetheirlands,educateSelectionoftheRoute.In1884thepreliminarysurveyswerebroughttoaconclusion,andaParliamentaryCommittee,consistingofsevenmembers,allrepresentingSouthIslandconstituencies,carefullyenquiredintotherelativemeritsoftherivalroutesThereportoftheCommitteestatesthattheyhadheldnineteenmeetings,andhadexaminedthirty-fourwitnesses,andhadarrivedatthefollowingresolution:"ThatintheopinionofthisCom-mitteethebestroutefortheNorthIslandMamTrunkRailwayisthatfromMarton,viaMunmotutoTeAwamutn."ThisresolutionwasapprovedbysixoutofthesevenmembersoftheCommittee,andwasafterwardsendorsedbytheHouseofRepresentatives,andtheconstructionoftherailway,bytheroutereferredto,wasalittlelaterformallysanctionedbybothHousesofParliament111theRailwaysAuthorisationActofthesameyear.InOctoberofthatyeardetailedsurveyswerecommencedatTeAwamutubyMessrs.R.W.Holmes,Jas.BlackettandC.W.Hurst-house,andlateroncarriedbyMrHolmesasfarasMokau.AttheMartonendsimilarsurveyworkwasbeingdoneunderthedirectionoiMr.D.Ross,whocarrieditasfarasthepresentTaihapestation.FromthispointMr.Holmesagaintookcharge,andcompletedthesurvey,withalittleassistancefromMr.j.D.Louch,toitsjunctionwithhispreviousworkatthenorthend.fornearlythirty-sixhours,whentheywererescuedandliberatedbyapartyoftheManiapototribeheadedbyKahu,brotherofthechiefWahanui,andHuirangi,eldestdaughterofWetereteRmga-rmga.TeKooti,ofevilreputation,wasatthetimeonhiswayfromTeKuititorescuethemen,andtookchargeofthemimmediatelyafterwardsandescortedthemtoTeKuiti,wheretheyreceivedeverypossiblekindness.MessagesreportingthecircumstancesweredespatchedtoMr.Bryceandthepublicmindwassomewhatrelieved.Mahukiwassomethingofareligiousfanatic,andatalargemeetingatTeKuiti,announcedhisintentionofmakingaraidonAlexandrathefollow-ingweek.HeclaimedtohavereceivedfromJehovahpowertorenderthepakehasincapableofofferingresistance,andalthoughsomeofthechiefsendeavouredtodissuadehim,withtwentyoddfollowershemadeanabortiveattemptonthepromisedday;but,withmostofhismenwasarrestedbyapartyofarmedconstabulary,whohadbeeninwaiting.He,withseveralofhisfollowers,wastriedatAucklandfortheassaultonthesurveyorsandsentencedtoashorttermofimprisonment.Hefellintotheclutchesofthelawforseveraloffenceslater,andspentacon-siderabletimemgaol.Messrs.HursthouseandNewshamresumedtheirexplorationaweeklaterandcompletedtheirworkwithoutinterruptionTheNativeMinisterhimself,withapartywhichincludedtwoladiesalsowentthroughthesamecountryfromAlexandratoNewPlymouthshortlyafter-wardswithoutmolestation.NORTHISLANDMAINTRUNKRAILWAY.KAKAHIRIVERBRIDGE,125MILES64CHAINSFROMMARTON,TIVESTEELGIRDERSPANSOF44FT.,ONEOF22FT.;HEIGHT,62FT.FROMCREEKTORAILLEVEL.theirchildrenandrefrainfromtheuseofstrongdrink.Wahanuirepliedonbehalfofthenativeracemapeacefulanddignifiedspeech,approvingtherestrictionsonthesaleofliquorinthenatives'country,andwithcharacteristicMaorieloquenceurgedthattheclearwaterofthePuniushouldbetheboundaryacrosswhichliquorshouldnotbecarried.ThenativesrequestedthatasectionoftheLineshouldbereservedforconstructionbythemandtheirwishwasaccededto—about\u25a0ixmilesofconstructionbeingcarriedoutentirelybyMaorisonasystemofpiecework.LateronmanyoftheirracewereemployedbycontractorsmtheconstructionoffurtherlengthsoftheLine,andtheworkdonebythemwastotheentiresatisfactionoftheauthorities.Constructionworkatthenorthendundercon-tractprogressedsteadilyforthenextthreeyears,fifteenmilesbeingcontractedforin1885,nearlytwentymilesmorein1886,besidesthelongPoro-o-taraotunnel,atenderfortheconstructionofwhichwasacceptedm1885.Ataboutthisperiodtherevenueofthecountryfelloffconsiderably,andthefinancialoutlookbecamelesssatisfactory.Oneoftheearliestconsequencesoftheresultingdepressionwasthediminutioninexpenditureonpublicworks,andtheideaofcarryingtheLinetocompletioninafewyears,whichinvestedtheworkwithsomeenthusiasmatthebeginning,seemstohavebeenabandoned.Itbecameevident,also,thattheearlyestimatesofcostwouldbeconsiderablyexceeded,anditisperhapsnotsurpris-ing,inthefaceofsuchdiscouragingcircumstances,thatnofurtherworkwasundertakenforsometime,althoughofcoursethecontractsalreadyletwerebeingsteadilypushedontocompletion.In1889,therefore,wefindthelinecompletedtotheMokauvalley,34milessouthofTeAwamutu,andworkatthenorthernendinprogressonlyatthePoro-o-taraotunnel,anisolatedspot10mileslowerdown.MeanwhileconstructionworksatthesouthernendoftheLinewerealso111progress.EighteenmilesofcomparativelyeasyworkcarriedoutbycontracttooktheLineasfarasRangatira,andacontracthadalsobeenenteredintofortheMangaonohosection,comprisingnearlyfourmilesofheavierwork,when,forthereasonsalreadymentioned,progresscamepracticaltoastop.ChangesofGovernmentbroughtnewideasandpolicy;theco-operativesystemwasevolved,andworkresumedatbothendsonthisprinciple,underwhichithasbeensincecarriedout.ThesectionatthenorthendbetweenMokauandthePoro-o-taraotunnelwastakeninhandandcompletedandopenedfortrafficin1896.Steadyprogresssouthwardscontinued,andin1903theOngaruesection,terminatingatTau-marunui,withinamileoftheWanganuiriver,wasalsoopened.AhandsomeroadandrailwayPROGRESS.Octoberi,1906,349


