
NORTH ISLAND MAIN TRUNK RAILWAY". 15 FT. WATER TUNNELCARRYINGTAIHAPESTRE\MUNDERRAILWAYEMBANKMENT,AT43MILES52CHAINSFROMMARTONJUNCTION.explorationtogoon.Mr.Hursthousetoldthemhecouldnotlistentothis,andthatunlesshewastakenbackbyforcehewouldcontinuehisjourney;whereupontheMaoristoldofftwooftheirnumber,AporoandRawhin,asanescorttoconveythetwomenbacktoAlexandra.ThiswAporowasthemanwhohad,sometimepriortotheMaoriwar,headedthepartywhobrokeuptheprintingpressinuseatTeAwamutubySirJohnGorst.OnarrivalofthepartyatAlexandraMr.Brycewascommunicatedwithandinformedofwhathadtakenplace.HewenttoAlexandraandarrangedwithWahanuiandRewiManiapoto,theprincipalchiefsofthatpartofthecountry,thattheexplor-ationpartywouldstartagainonthefollowingWednesday;meanwhile,messengersweretobesentinadvanceofthepartytotellthoseontheroadthattheyweretobeallowedtopassun-molested.Theparty,withWetereteRmgar-mgaasguide,madeasecondstartfromAlexandiaonTuesday,onedaybeforethetimearrangedTheybreakfastedatTeKopuawiththechiefWahanui,who,inreplytoanenquiryifthedateoldeparturemadeanydifference,said•"AlldaysareWednesdayswhileyouarewithWetere."OnarrivalatOtorohangathepartywereinformedbyAporo,theirrecentescort,that,althoughtheroadasfarasthatpointwasopentothem,theywouldencounteroppositionfurthersouth.AtaplacecalledTeUeraontheafternoonofthesameday,TeMahukianativeofdoubtfulreputation,andsomethirtyothers,whowerewaitingonthesideofthetrack,calledouttothetravellerstostopandgoback.ThisinvitationwasdeclinedbyWetere,uponwhichMahukicalleduponhisfollowerstoarrestthetwowhitemenAscuffleensued,duringwhichthesurveyorswerepulledofftheirhorsesamidstgreatclamourandexcitement.TheywerethentakenashortdistanceandtoldbyMahukitoreturn.WetereteRmgarmgarepliedthattheywouldnotdoso.ThereupontheEuropeans'coatsandhaversackswiththeircontentsweretakenfromthem,and,atMahuki'scommandtheprisonersweretakentoTeKumi,aboutamiledistant,wheretheywereplacedinacooking-house,theirhandstiedbehindtheirbacks,andtheiranklessecuredbychains.Wetere,theguide,seeingthatfurtherresistancewasuseless,leftforAlexandra,thenearesttelegraphstation,andmanagedtogetamessagethroughtoMr.Bryce,theninAuckland,whotookimmediateactionforthereleaseofthepris-oners.WithMessrs.HursthouseandNewsham,aMaorinamedTeHaire,oneofWetere'sfollowers,wasimprisoned,butwasnottiedup,anditwasthroughhisgoodofficesthatthetwoEuropeanswereabletoobtainsomefoodanddrink.TheyremainedmtheuncomfortablepositiondescribedPROGRESS.Octoberi,1906,
NORTHISLANDMAINTRUNKRAILWAY.BRIDGEOVERWAITEARIVER,AT127MILES45CHAINSFROMMARTONJUNCTION;ONESTEELGIRDERSPANOF22FT.,FOUROF33FT.,ANDONEOF44FT.CREEKBEDTORAILLEVEL,55FT.Bryce;andhissuccessorinoffice,theHon.MrBallance,wasabletonegotiateanarrangementwherebyastripoflandonechainwidealongthewholeroute,whereittraversedMaoriland,withadditionalwidthsatstationsandelsewherewhererequired,waspresentedtotheGovernmentfreeofcost.ExplorationSurveys.Thewaywasnowclearfortheestablishmentofthroughrailwaycommunicationbetweenthetwoprovinces,andtheprojectwastakenupwithmuchenthusiasm-Explorationsurveystoascer-tainthebestavailableroutewereputinhandinthreedifferentdirections.AlinetoconnectwiththeexistingrailwaysystemofTaranakiappearedtobethemostfavoured.VerylittlewasknownbytheauthoritiesofthenatureofthecountryintheinteriorofTaranaki,sothatexplorationhadtobemadeofthewholeoftheareafromStratfordnorthwardstoTeKuiti.Denseforestwasmetwithineverydirection,andthetopographicalfeaturesweremainlysharpndgesandnarrowgullies,sotheworkofexplorationwaslongandtedious.Mr.C.W.HursthousewasinchargeofonepartyontheTaranakiside,anotherpartofthecountrywasexaminedbyMessrs.R.W.HolmesandMorganCarkeek,allofwhomarestillinactiveserviceundertheGovernment.InvestigationofwhatwascalledtheCentralRoutewasmadebyapartyunderthedirectionofMr.JohnRochfort,aboutthesametime;and,sothatnopossibilitiesmightbeoverlooked,alinewasalsoexploredbyMr.G.P.Williams,nowofChristchurch,whichtookamoreeasterlydirectionfromTeAwamutuandconnectedwiththesouthernrailwaysystematHastings,inHawkesBay.Mr.Williamswasallowedtogothroughhissurveyinpeace,hisonlycom-plaintbeingthatinexaminingtheMaoricountryhefoundthattheworkoccupiedtwiceasmuchtimeasitshould,owingtothedilatoryhabitsofhisnativeassistants,andthedifficultyofmovingaboutanywherewithoutconstantlongtalkswiththem.Mr.Holmes'progresswasinterruptedbynativesonce;MrRochfort'spartywasstoppedatKanoi,andhewastoldthatifheperseveredhewouldbeshot.Somedisputeaboutasaleofland,inwhichoneofhischammenplayedapart,wasthecauseofthetroublewhichwassettledbyalongkoreroandthedischargeoftheoffendingassistant,thetribeafterwardshelpingMr.Roch-forttocuthissurveylinethroughtheirlands.AssaultonMr.Hursthouse.Mr.Hursthousehadafarmoredisagreeableexperienceinthenorthernportionofthecountry,andforatimeitwasfearedthattheincidentmwhichheplayedaleading,thoughunwilling,partmightresultinfreshhostilitiesbetweentheraces.InMarch1883,bydirectionoftheGovern-ment,besetoutfromAlexandra(nowknownasPirongia)withMr.W.Newsham,asassistant,toexplorethecountryfromTeAwamutusouthandwestwardtowardsWaitarainTaranaki.Theywereunabletoobtainaguide,sowerecompelledtoattempttheundertakingalone.TheygotasfarasOtoiohangabytheeveningofthefirstday,wheretheyweretoldbytheresidentnativesthattheywouldnotbeallowedtogofurther,andmustreturn.Thistheyrefusedtodo,tellingtheMacristhattheirordersweretogoontoMokau,onthewaytoNewPlymouth,andthattheyintendedtodoso.Mr.HursthousehadbeenprovidedbytheHon.Mr.Byrce,NativeMinister,withaletteraddressedtothechiefswhomhewaslikelytomeetinthecourseofhisexploration,askingthemtoassisthimintheunder-taking.Thisletterhepresentedtothenatives,whoheldameetingthatnightanddecidedthat,notwithstandingtherequestoftheNativeMinister,theywouldnotallowthepartytoproceedfurther.Nextmorningafterbreakfastthepartystartedontheirwaysouthwards,butwerearrested,broughtbacktowheretheMaoriswereassembled,andtoldthat,whatevertheirpersonalfeelingsinthemattermightbe,theycouldnotallowthe34»


