
was at one time not considered any too safe,andaportionoftheLinesouthwardsofMercerwascarriedoutunderquiteunusualconditions.TheGovernmentconsidereditdesirabletoincreasethedefenceforceintheWaikato,anditwasdecidedtoeffectthetwofoldobjectofhavinganadditionalarmedforceavailableinthedistrict,andatthesametimepushingontheconstructionoftherail-way.Thus,theEngineerVolunteerMilitia,about200strong,wasenrolled.Thesemenmarchedunderarmstotheworks,piledtheirmusketsandtookuptheirmoreprosaicpicksandshovels,andthenreturnedunderarmstocamp,whereasufficientamountofmilitarydrillanddisciplinewasexercisedtoassuretheirbeingavailablefordefencepurposes111caseofnecessity.TheirworkwasofcoursedirectedbytheRailwayEngi-neers,buttheywereunderthecommandofmilitaryofficers.Thesystemworkedverywell,andtheworkdonebythemenwasquitesatisfactory.TheNativeDifficulty.InthehistoryoftheMamTrunkRailwaymentionisalwaysmadeofthenativedifficulty,anditmaynotbeoutofplacetodigresshereandtracetheoriginofthisdifficultyandstudyitsfeaturesandresultssofarastheyaffectedtheprogressoftherailway.Theactivehostilitiesof1865maybesaidtohavecometoanendwiththebattleatOrakau,anativevillageafewmilesfromTeAwamutu.HereRewi,thefamousNgatimamapotofightingchief,with250bravebutpoorlyarmedwarriorsofhistribe,withoutwaterandwithverylittlefood,andsurroundedby600Britishsoldiers,wellarmed,resistedallattemptstotakethepahbyassault,andwhencalledupontosurrender,afterthreedayshardfighting,jumpedontheparapetanddefiedhisenemies,utteringwordswhichhavesincebecomefamous,totheeffectthatthefightingwouldgoon"forever,andever,andever."Oneresultofthewarwastheagreementbetweenthetworacesuponafrontierline,beyondwhichtheEuropeanandhislawwerenottogo,butwheretheMaorisweretoretaintheirownruleandcustoms.ThislineextendedfromthePuniuriver,nearTeAwamutu,onthenorthtoPukearuhe,inTara-naki,andrandownnearRuapehuontheeasttosomeplacenotverywelldefined,intheupperRangitikei,whichwasthesouthernboundary.OnonepointtheMaoriwasfirm•hewouldsellnomorelandtotheEuropean,andonlybyspecialpermissionofthechiefswereafewfavouredwhitemenallowedtotravelthroughhispreserve.Thisattitudeofpassiveresistancewasmaintainedwithoutadvantageorinjurytoeitherparty,untilTeWhiti,theprophet,byhissensationalpreachingandclaimstodivinepowers,attractedalargefollowingtoPanhaka.TeWhitihadseenPROGRESS.Octoberi,1906
NORTHISL\NDMAINTRUNKRAILWAYBRIDGEOVERTOICREEK37MILES54CHAINSFROMMARTONJUNCTION;ONESTEELGIRDERSP\NOF156FT.,TWOTIMBERSPANSOF2CFT.,ANDTWOIIFT.;187FT.FROMCREEKBEDTORAILLEVEL.MR.H.J.H.BLOW,UNDER-SECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKSactionforcedthehandoftheGovernment;aforceofarmedconstabularyandvolunteerswasdispatchedtoTaranaki,roadsandredoubtsbuilt,andoffendingMaorisarrested,andsomelodgedinprison;but,asthismildformofmartyrdomwasratherwelcomedbythem,andprisonerswerebecomingtoonumerous,theywererestoredinnumberstotheirhomes.TheGovernmentforcefinallytookpossessionofPanhakawithoutbloodshed,andtheprospectiverebellionwasnippedinthebud.Theeffectofthese"incidentsonthenativemindwastobringforciblyhometothemthehopelessnessofpursuingfurtherthepolicyofresistanceandobstructiontotheprogressofsettlementintheKingCountry,andtheirlong-maintainedobjectiontotheconstructionoftherailwaythroughthisstretchofcountrywasovercomebytheNativeMinister,Mr.JohnMR.P.S.HAY,M.A.,M.INST.C.E.,ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF.chargeofrailwayconstruction.Surveysofthevariousroutesproposedweremade,andthecon-structionofcertainlinesdeterminedupon;butverylittlemthewayofactualconstructionwasaccomplisheduntilthearrivalofMr.JamesBrogden,ofthefirmofJohnBrogdenandSons,afirmresponsibleformuchoftherailwayworksintheearlydaysofthecolony.OntheiothAugust,1872,acontractwasenteredintowithMessrs.BrogdenfortheAucklandtoMercerrailway,andwiththissectiontheMainTrunkLinemaybesaidtohavehaditsbeginnings.Itisinterest-ingtonotethatatthistimeaschemeofcombinedrailwayandsteamerservicewiththelowerWaikatowasseriouslyconsidered.Theideawastouse,therailwayfromAucklandtoMercer,thentotakesteamertoNgaruawahia,andagaintaketotherailwayatthispoint.Theadvocatesofthroughrailwaycommunicationprevailed,however,andtheLinewasgraduallycarriedforwarduntilitreachedthefrontierlineoftheKingCountryatTeAwamutu,100milesfromAuckland.RegulartraffictothispointwasbeguninJuly,1880.BythistimetheideaofconstructingathroughlinetoconnectAucklandandWellingtonbyrailhadassumeddefiniteshape.InthePublicWorksStatementof1881thefollow-ingpassageoccurred:—":—"Unsurveyedintervalsof120milesonthewest,and160milesontheeast,separatetheextremityoftheWaikatolineatTeAwamutufromWaitara(Taranaki)andNapierrespectively.TheGovernmentwilllosenooppor-tunitywhichmaypresentitselfofobtainingsuchinformationwithregardtotheinterveningcountry,aswillenablethebestmodeofcompletingthismainarteriallinetobedetermined'"Thiscon-tainsnoreferencetoapossiblecentralroute.Evidently,therefore,theideaatthattimewastoconstructeitheranEastorWestCoastline.In1882theNorthIslandMainTrunkRailwayLoanActwaspassed,whichauthorisedtheraisingof£1,000,000fortheconstructionoftheNorthIslandMainTrunkRailway,butthisActalsoissilentastotheroutetobeadopted.Theun-satisfactoryrelationsexistingbetweentheEuro-peansandthenatives,andthedeterminationofthenativestomaintaintheKingCountryasapreservefortheirownrace,were,however,obstaclestothefurtherprogressoftheLinesouth-wards.Constructionwork,evenin.theWaikato,somecivilisationinhisyouth;hehadactedaschainmanonasurveyunderMr.Hursthouse,thepresentChiefEngineerofRoads;hehadbeeneducatedbyamissionary,andwasakeenstudentofthescriptures.Thestoryofhisallegedsuper-humanpowersattractedthetribesfromallpartsoftheisland,tillover2,000nativeswereassembledatPanhaka.Theywerepromisedthatthelandsconfiscatedafterthewarwouldberestoredthroughtheinfluenceoftheprophet,butlittleharmwasdonetillacrisiswasbroughtaboutbytheactionofsomeofthenatives,who,underTeWhiti'sorders,boldlybegantoploughthelandsoccupiedbysomeofthesettlers,evidentlywiththeobjectofassertingtheirrighttotheland.Thisarbitrarypresentisanopportunetimetotouchuponsomeoftheincidentswhichcameinthewayofthemenwhowereidentifiedwiththeprojectinitsearlierstages.Theinaugurationofthe"PublicWorksPolicy"ofSirJuliusVogel,in1870.maybetakenasthestartingpointofrailway-constructionworksinNewZealand.PriortothatdatetheProvincialGovernmentsofAuckland,CanterburyandOtagohadembarkedonarailwaypolicyoflimitedextent,andsomeoftheworkshadactuallybeencarriedout;butasregardstheNorthIslandMainTrunkRailwaypracticallynothinghadbeendone.TTndertheprovisionsof"TheImmigrationandPublicWorksAct,1870,"theCentralGovernmenttook345


