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Main Trunk Line.
A NATIONALUNDERTAKING.ByOurSpecialCommissionerPROGRESS.Octoberi,1906.NORTHISLANDMAINTRUNKRAILWAY:TYPICALCOUNTRYTHROUGHWHICHAGREATPARTOFTHERAILWAYHASEEENCONSTRUCTED.ThisarticlewaspreparedbyMr.H,J.H.Blow,Under-SecretaryofPublicWorks,withtheassistanceofMessrs.Holmes,HursthouseandRonayne.Allwereseniorofficerscloselyassociatedwiththeundertaking.Theaccountoftheincidenti&ththeMaoris,andofth**^turningofthefirstsodisfirsthandfromMr*Hursfchouse.TheaboveiseyidentfrompapersonMinistryofWorksfile19/577.*+-^.•*PARTI.EveryNewZealandcolonistwhotakesanyinterestintheprogressofhiscountryhasalsoaninterestintheconstructionoftheNorthIslandMainTrunkRailway,butfewareawareofthetremendousamountofpioneeringenergyandendurance,engineeringskillandpatientconstructiveindustrywhichhasalreadybeenexpended,andmuststillbecontinued,beforeournationalrailwayisanaccomplishedfact.TherecentstatementoftheMinisterforPublicWorksthathehopestohavethetrainsrunningallthewayfromAucklandtoWellingtoninaboutacoupleofyearshasbroughtthesubjectprominentlybeforethepublic,fortherecanbenodifferenceofopinionastotheconvenience,andevennecessity,ofsucharailwayforcommer-cialpurposes,whileitsvalueasafactorinsettlingtheinterior,andtherebycontributingtothegeneralprosperityofthecolony,canbescarcelyover-estimated.InthecentreoftheNorthIslandthecolonypossessessplendidassetsintheenormousareaofmagnificenttimbersuitableformillingandconversionintowealth;animmenseareaofunusedland,muchofitoffirst-classquality;andwonderfulmountain,forestandriverscenery.Thelatter,thoughnotsoreadilycon-vertible,isnonethelessvaluable,foritremainsthepropertyofthepeople,andisforeverthegloryofthecountryandasourceofenjoymenttoourpopulationandofwondertoourkmwhovisitusfromovertheseas.Fewcitydwellershavehadtheopportunityofviewingthepanoramaofthecentralmountaingroup—thesnow-toppedRuapehuandTonganro,withtheweird-lookingNgauruhoe,anditscontinuallysteamingcraterbetween.Themeansofaccesshithertohavebeensuchthatonlyfewcouldtakeadvantageofthem,butthecompletionoftheMamTrunkLinewillaffordareadyandcomfortablemeansofobtainingoneofthegrandestviewsofmountainandforestscenerymalltheworld.Thesplendidtimberresources,whicharealreadybeingtappedateachendbytheLine,willcontributeinnosmalldegreetotheearningsoftherailwayandtotherevenuesoftheStatebyroyalties,andiftheforestonsuchofthelandasisbestfittedtobearatimbercropisonlyre-plantedasitiscutout,thissourceofrevenue,bothasregardsfreightandroyaltymaybemademoreorlessofapermanentchar-acter.Muchofthecountryissuitablefoidairyingorgrazingafterthetimberhasbeenfelled,andwillmtimecarryafairpopulation,whichcouldhardlyexisttherewithoutrailwaycommunication;whilethelinewillundoubtedlyserveanothermostusefulpurposeinsupplyingthenativeland-holderswithaninducementeithertomaketheirlandsproductivethemselves,ortodisposeofthemtoEuropeans.Inthefuture,too,whenNewZealandtakesherdestinedplaceamongthenations,weshallhaveastrategicalrailwayofsupremeimportance, secureagainsthostileattentionsfromthesea.HistoryoftheUndertaking.ThehistoryoftheLinepresentssomenovelfeatures,and,inviewoftheinterestarousedbytheapproachingcompletionofthework,theTHEHON.W.HALL-JONES,MinisterforPublicWorksandRailways.THEHON.SIRJ.6.WARD,K.C.M.G.,PremierofNewZealand,MinisterforRailwaysduringtheSeddonAdministration.344


