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This is one of the most flourishing organisations
for the encouragement of motoring. The Canter-
bury Automobile Association was formed prin-
cipally for protection purposes. The founder was
Mr.M. A.Jenny,and the initialmeeting to form the
Association was held inOctober, 1903. The mem-
bership recently stood at ninety-two, and the
present officers are as follows :— President, Dr.
Thacker;Vice-Presidents, Dr. C. M. Anderson,
Dr. Diamond,R. M. MacDonald, Dr. Matson, W.
E. Thompson;Committee, Messrs. G. Palmer, E.
Sandstein, J. H. Parker, H. Thompson, W. E.

is in seriousdailyservice,but "pushamobile"is still
in thehands of the wits of the press.

Out of the crucible of longer useandmore serious
thinking, the better of all these terms willpass with
the unlamented

"
horseless carriage." The most

reasombleof the compounds of
"

auto
"

willnever
be headed by the schoolmasters, and one need not
besurprised tohear thebareprefixitselfmoreoften
in the future than in the past. The great danger
is irresponsible word-mongering— "automob," a
Boston offering, for example. The astonishing
Reuben's attempt to do the square thing, with"

orterbe mules
"

as the result, is preferableto that.
Spared the irresponsibleand the outrageous,neither
the new sport itself nor its followers willbe harmed
by a nomenclature broadened to*suit its modest
every-day needs.

The Canterbury Automobile Assoc i-

ation.

is philologicallyat fault, being incongruous Greek
and Latin, filtered through the French, but with
avitality promising tosurvive.

2.
" Autodrome," literally self-runnmg.

3.
" Autobaine," automatic wagon.

Each of the two last namedhas an advantage m
that its componentpartsarehewnfrom the samelin-
guisticquarry. Butbotharelacking madaptation." Autodrome

" might do for the vehicle itself, even
as

" hippodrome
";but rules of grammar would

be shattered m an attempt to make a verb of it, or
to aptly name its driver.

" Autobaine," "
auto-

bainer," "autobaineress," and
"

autobammg
" (the

suggestions of an eminent mechanical engineer),
might be regarded as right and proper; but how
much would be left of the series after a decade's
contact with the shortening tendencies of modern
speech, is open to question. On the other hand," automobile," "

automobiling," and
" automobi-

list," (the latter suitable for a person of either sex),
are already popularly acceptable. These are long
words, it is true,but theyrollmorereadily from the
tongue's end, and are less troublesome than most
shorter ones could ever become.

The
"

auto
"

is beingmore fixed daily because of
its use as part of the names of different motor
mechanisms. Auto-bus, auto-bell, auto-delivery
and auto-patrol have come to be used without the
quotation marks which invariably accompanied
theirearliestservice.

"
Auto-gondola

"
and

"
auto-

fiacre
" are,however,yetin the gripof the quotation

marks."
Mobile

"
has somewhat the same advantage of

adaptability as
" auto," and its use is broadening

partly for that reason. The common root of move,
motion, motor and mobile,namely

" mo," stillsur-
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outside the pale of municipal legislation, but
those of the steam type might have been classed as"

wild animals" under Section 64 of the Penal
Code, which read :—: —"

Any person who drives or leads along the
public highway a wild and dangerous
animal, or a vehicle or engine propelledby
steam, except upon a railrod, unless a
person of mature age shall precede such
animal, vehicle or engine by at least one-
eighthof amile, carrying aredlightif in the
night time, or a red flag if in the day time,
and gives warning to all persons whom he
meets travelling along such highway, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanour."

This statutewasinsertedinthe Penal Code many
yearsago,as aprotection to pedestrians and drivers
of horses from dummy and traction engines using
the streetsand roads. There is norecordof the con-
viction of the driver of a private steam driven
vehicle under its provisions.

On theother side of the water ,also, they havehad
their share of trouble, but less so in America than
elsewhere, since the term motor car has been, and
stillcontinues, most frequently in use in the United
States. The German war office has come close to
the originalidea in the use of the literal equivalent
for self-driver, while the European police have
classed them variously, but in the mainas

"
power

cars," "
power vehicle

"
and

" power cycles."
French experts, without referring to animate or

inanimateobjects,whethermasculineor feminine, in

theCouncilof State inFrance had recently todecide
the question whether the new words designating
motor vehicles should in official documents be mas-
culine or feminine. They weredeemedmasculine,
despite that many words of similar formation are
feminine. A tourist desiring to cross the Upper
Danube with his six-horse-powermachine, brought
a new problem in classification to the ferryman,
whose tariff didnot provide for anysuchpassenger.
Hadhe known the capacity of the vehicle, he would
very likely have charged accordingly;but he was

conception for along time to come;but it lends it-
self to endless, fairly sensible adaptations. Several
of these,particularlysuchas stand for the machine
itself, are already established, among them :—: —

i.
" Automobile." This is at once the most com-

mon and the most traduced term of them all. It

vives by itself, only in the classification of books.
But it has already been drawn upon to form" autimo,"and

" tnmoto," the latter the trademark
name of an individual product. In the present
freedom of word-making, it would be difficult to
disenfranchise either of them.

"
Electromobile

"
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circumspectly cautious, and made out a ticket for
a "go cart drawnby hand." These instances are
simply typicaland might be multiplied indefinitely,
as showing the confusion in the eyes of the public
andof the law, concerning car natures and uses, and
howpopularopinioncombineswith theusualgrotes-
queness of the various types and models to burden
us with unsuitable and unreasonable names.
Inasmuch as these things will not wait until the
dictionarieshavepassed upon them, the bestcourse
would seem to be the adoptionof the most accept-
able forms.
Itis important to keep clearly mmind the differ-

ence between
"

type
"

and
"

model
"

in motor con-
struction. Of the first there are necessarily few,
since type follows the broad lines of propelling
powers; while of the latter there are multitudes
since model is any particular subdivision of type,
wherever and in whatever way developed. The
only safely existing types in the United States to-
day are most accurately and conveniently charac-
terised as electric, steam, and gasolene motor
vehicles

—
whichbroad termsare commonlyused by

the industry itself. But the fancy of the public
is not thus easily satisfied. It is not content
short of seizing every appellation in sight, and
occasionally evolving an entirely new one, using
each and all with unrestrained freedom. At first
the term

"
horseless carriage" was themost popular

since the novelty of the new locomotion seemed to
be in its independenceof the usual animal power.
But this phrasehas since been practically dropped
through the weight of its own inaccuracy, its ex-
clusiveness being disputed all along the line, from
the ox-drawn conveyance of the American farm
to the jinrikishaof Japanand the baby carnage of
the worldover. It became fatally irrelevant. The
prefix "

auto
"

found a surer hold. It not only
expresses the idea of self-sufficienry of powerwhich,
though not entirely true, will remain the popular
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