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Enterprise of the
New Zecaland Government.
PROGRESS Of DEPARTMENT OF TOURIST AND REALTH RESORTS.

LEss than six years ago a newly born department
of State began 1ts labours m a back room of the
New Zealand Parllamentary Buwldings, with a
staff of three officers. This was the Department
of Tourist and Health Resorts, established by the
New Zealand Government for the purpose of ad-
vertising the scemc and thermal wonders of the
colony. Probably not even the prescient Muister
responsible for its birth had anticipated to the full
the remarkable success and phenomenal develop-
ment of what 15 now one of the most mdispensable
of our Government departments. The staf has
mcreased 1n less than six years from three to one-
hundred-and-fifty ; and this expansion has been
brought about by the multifarious nature of the
Department’s duties, and by the exceedingly
valuable nature of 1ts services to the State. Already
it 1s returning a very large proportion of the annual
parhamentary vote. Five years ago the Depart-

ent’s revenue was mi. For one year, -1064-5,
Hle direct receipts from wvarious sources totalled
516,018. Indirectly, however, the sohd cash value
of the Department to the colony 1s far greater.
The annual expenditure of oversea tourists m New
Zealand 15 estimated at least 300,000,

The mitial step m controlling our varous re-
sources was commenced in 1901, when the Depart-
ment took charge of the Government thermal
lﬁathmg establishments and sanatorna at Rotorua,
Te Aroha, and Hanmer. Early mm 1902 1t was
entrusted with the control and up-keep of the
Government gardens and parks, drainage, water
works, and electric light service at Rotorua. also
with the care of the Government ° Hermitage ™
hotel for mounianeers near the foot of Mount Ceok,
Southern Alps district. Information bureaux werg,
gstablished m the principal cities of the colony,
gach under the charge of a Government agent.
Mr. T. E. Doane, the supermtendent, had by this
time removed his offices to the present site in
Brandon Street, Wellington. Later on m the same

MR. T. E. DONNE,
Supenintendent, Department of Tourist and Health Resoris.

year the Department established boatmg services
for tourists on Lakes Tarawera and Rotamahana,
and m the thermal springs district, and opened up
that most wonderful of all geyserland excursions,
the round trip from Retorua to the
Rotorua thermal zone and the
gigantic geyser of Waimangu , and

Leather Machine-Belt Making.

Leather machine-belt makig at an American
factory 1s 4 long and interesting process. Fuirst,
the “butt’ of leather 15 curried—that is, it 1s
thoroughly saturated with water and shaved on
the flesh side. It 1s then scoured to remove dirt
that has got into the pores of the leather during
the tanning and drymmg One kind of scourmg
machine has a large cylinder upon which the wet
buit 1s clamped, and as the cylinder revolves the
water and dirt are pressed out of the hide, The
machme then reverses, and on arnving at the start-
g position the clamps on the butt are released.
Another and a better kind of machine consists of
a frame work supportirg a horizontal beam, upon
which 15 a reciprocating carriage carrying a plece
ot brass Under this brass piece, and sopported

Lake Waikaremoana, the heauti-
ful mountain lake on the southern
borders of the Urewera country
was made accessible.  In  the
Scouth TIsland, too, the scope
of the Department’s tourist
busmess was quckly enlarged
Besides taking charge of the
Pukak: hotel, Half “Way house,
on the route to the alpine
“ Hernmutage,” an  Accommocda-
tion house at the head of Lake
Te -Anau was acquwed, and a large
semmer traffic, overland through
the country Ilying between that
lovely lake and the head of Milford
Sound, was speedily worked up,
mproving the places of stay on
route. In 1905 accommodation
houses at the beauntifzl Wart-
omo caves m the Ilng country
were taken over by the Depart-
ment, and, also, the steamer on
lake Manapouri has been placed
under 1ts control. Thus, every
efiort has been made to develop
this mountam girt and many
1slanded sheet of water as a sum-
mer health resort. The Dbusmess
sule of the Department 15 a very
mmportant one. It by no means
mterferes with private enterprise
but, on the countrary, assists it.
It ploneers the] country from a
tourtst’s point of
View, Opens up
new roads,
makesnewroads
and tracks, rea-
ders new sights,
new , .wonders
accessible to the
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traveller, and
fosters the great
deer stallong
and trout fish-
ing of the
colony. It mtroduces new
game No part of the colony
15 neglected — from  North
Aunckland  to Stewart Island
the range of the Depart-
ment’s  activity extends. All
the {fascmating avenues of
travel which New Zealand
presents miust be thoroughly

well advertised both by pen
and camera, and this work
Mr Donne has supermtended
with remarkable success. Look-
g to the more solid condi-
tions of the colony as a place
of permanent residence, 1ts
excellenice of so1l and climate,
1its  agricultural, pastoral and
mineral resources are by no
means lost sight of.  The
boundless natural advantages
of New Zealand for the settler
and home-tuilder are placed m

thar Dbest Lght before the
people of the older lands.
Although  the Department’s
expenditure m  this  section

of 1ts work 1s still necessarily
small, 1t 15 doing the utmost
pos.ible with the money at its
disposal, and domg 1t so well,
that, mnext to Canada, New
Zealand 15 at this moment by
far the best advertised part
of the Bnitish dominions over
the seas.
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on rollers, 15 a table on which the butt 15 placed.
The Dbutt 15 kept saturated with water, and the
table 15 turned round and round, while the recipro-
cating brass rubs the dirt out of the butt, much in
the same way that a washer-woman rubs clothes
with her knuckles The butt 1s then ' tempered "
—that 1s, dned out, and it is stuffed with grease
to make 1t phable. It 1s then “ set out " and rubbed
with stones to make 1t flat, or ,as the curriers say,
“to get the pattern out of the lade.” Tt 1s then
jacked to close the pores, and make the leather
hard and firm The jack i1s a machine carrying
a reciprocating head of agate, brass, or hgnum-
vitae, which rubs agamst the leather. The leather
15 then stretched and the grease is “‘run” of,
actually scraped oft. The leather is “ stnipped
to width m a “ chopping” machine, which has
blades g6 n. long, which cut the leather very
rapidly. The pieces are sorted for thickness, and
the ends are tapered and cemented. One lap
undergoes hydraulic pressure while the next lap
15 bemng cemented. When the belts are mnarrow,
a man can make two at a time, side by side. The
finishing machine trims the belt to width with
round edges, stamps each foot, stamps the trade
mark every so many feet, siretches the belt, and
winds 11 in a roll. The roll 15 then laid on a re-
volving table and the sides polished with brushes,
this completing the belt.
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Sydney inventor Frank Cotton, whose oil-burn-
ing furnace excited some attention, has now on
hand a patent process for making steel from iron
ore 11 one process.



