
Leathermachine-beltmakingatanAmericanfactoryisalongandinterestingprocess.First,the"butt"ofleatheriscurried—thatis,itisthoroughlysaturatedwithwaterandshavedonthefleshside.ItisthenscouredtoremovedirtthathasgotintotheporesoftheleatherduringthetanninganddryingOnekindofscouringmachinehasalargecylinderuponwhichthewetbuttisclamped,andasthecylinderrevolvesthewateranddirtarepressedoutofthehide.Themachinethenreverses,andonarrivingatthestart-ingpositiontheclampsonthebuttarereleased.Anotherandabetterkindofmachineconsistsofaframeworksupportingahorizontalbeam,uponwhichisareciprocatingcarriagecarryingapieceofbrassUnderthisbrasspiece,andsupportedLeatherMachine-BeltMaking.PROGRESS.January2,1906.
MR.T.E.DONNE,Superintendent,DepartmentofTouristandHealthResorts,SydneyinventorFrankCotton,whoseoil-burn-ingfurnaceexcitedsomeattention,hasnowonhandapatentprocessformakingsteelfromironoremoneprocess.onrollers,isatableonwhichthebuttisplaced.Thebuttiskeptsaturatedwithwater,andthetableisturnedroundandround,whiletherecipro-catingbrassrubsthedirtoutofthebutt,muchinthesamewaythatawasher-womanrubsclotheswithherknucklesThebuttisthen"tempered"—thatis,driedout,anditisstuffedwithgreasetomakeitpliable.Itisthen"setout"andrubbedwithstonestomakeitflat,or,asthecurrierssay,"togetthepatternoutofthehide."Itisthenjackedtoclosethepores,andmaketheleatherhardandfirmThejackisamachinecarryingareciprocatingheadofagate,brass,orhgnum-vitae,whichrubsagainsttheleather.Theleatheristhenstretchedandthegreaseis"run"off,actuallyscrapedoft.Theleatheris"stripped"towidthina"chopping"machine,whichhasblades96in.long,whichcuttheleatherveryrapidly.Thepiecesaresortedforthickness,andtheendsaretaperedandcemented.Onelapundergoeshydraulicpressurewhilethenextlapisbeingcemented.Whenthebeltsarenarrow,amancanmaketwoatatime,sidebyside.Thefinishingmachinetrimsthebelttowidthwithroundedges,stampseachfoot,stampsthetrademarkeverysomanyfeet,stretchesthebelt,andwindsitinaroll.Therollisthenlaidonare-volvingtableandthesidespolishedwithbrushes,thiscompletingthebelt.yeartheDepartmentestablishedboatingservicesfortouristsonLakesTaraweraandRotamahana,andinthethermalspringsdistrict,andopenedupthatmostwonderfulofallgeyserlandexcursions,theroundtripfromRotoruatotheRotoruathermalzoneandthegiganticgeyserofWaimangu,andLakeWaikaremoana,thebeauti-fulmountainlakeonthesouthernbordersoftheUreweracountrywasmadeaccessible.IntheSouthIsland,too,thescopeoftheDepartment'stouristbusinesswasquicklyenlargedBesidestakingchargeofthePukakihotel,HalfWayhouse,ontheroutetothealpine"Hermitage,"anAccommoda-tionhouseattheheadofLakeTe-Anauwasacquired,andalargesummertraffic,overlandthroughthecountrylyingbetweenthatlovelylakeandtheheadofMilfordSound,wasspeedilyworkedup,improvingtheplacesofstayonroute.In1905accommodationhousesatthebeautifulWait-omocavesintheKingcountryweretakenoverbytheDepart-ment,and,also,thesteameronlakeManapounhasbeenplacedunderitscontrol.Thus,everyefforthasbeenmadetodevelopthismountaingirtandmanyislandedsheetofwaterasasum-merhealthresort.ThebusinesssideoftheDepartmentisaveryimportantone.Itbynomeansinterfereswithprivateenterprisebut,onthecontrary,assistsit.Itpioneersthe]countryfromatourist'spointofview,opensupnewroads,makesnewroadsandtracks,ren-dersnewsights,new,accessibletothetraveller,andfostersthegreatdeerstalkingandtroutfish-ingofthecolony.ItintroducesnewgameNopartofthecolonyisneglected—fromNorthAucklandtoStewartIslandtherangeoftheDepart-ment'sactivityextends.AllthefascinatingavenuesoftravelwhichNewZealandpresentsmustbethoroughlywelladvertisedbothbypenandcamera,andthisworkMrDonnehassuperintendedwithremarkablesuccess.Look-ingtothemoresolidcondi-tionsofthecolonyasaplaceofpermanentresidence,itsexcellenceofsoilandclimate,itsagricultural,pastoralandmineralresourcesarebynomeanslostsightof.TheboundlessnaturaladvantagesofNewZealandforthesettlerandhome-builderareplacedintheirbestlightbeforethepeopleoftheolderlands.AlthoughtheDepartment'sexpenditure111thissectionofitsworkisstillnecessarilysmall,itisdoingtheutmostpossiblewiththemoneyatitsdisposal,anddoingitsowell,that,nexttoCanada,NewZealandisatthismomentbyfarthebestadvertisedpartoftheBritishdominionsovertheseas.
LessthansixyearsagoanewlyborndepartmentofStatebeganitslaboursinabackroomoftheNewZealandParliamentaryBuildings,withastaffofthreeofficers.ThiswastheDepartmentofTouristandHealthResorts,establishedbytheNewZealandGovernmentforthepurposeofad-vertisingthescenicandthermalwondersofthecolony.ProbablynoteventheprescientMinisterresponsibleforitsbirthhadanticipatedtothefulltheremarkablesuccessandphenomenaldevelop-mentofwhatisnowoneofthemostindispensableofourGovernmentdepartments.Thestaffhasincreasedmlessthansixyearsfromthreetoone-hundred-and-fifty;andthisexpansionhasbeenbroughtaboutbythemultifariousnatureoftheDepartment'sduties,andbytheexceedinglyvaluablenatureofitsservicestotheState.Alreadyitisreturningaverylargeproportionoftheannualparliamentaryvote.FiveyearsagotheDepart-ment'srevenuewasml.Foroneyear,-1904-5,thedirectreceiptsfromvarioussourcestotalled/i6,0i8.Indirectly,however,thesolidcashvalueoftheDepartmenttothecolonyisfargreater.TheannualexpenditureofoverseatouristsinNewZealandisestimatedatleastTheinitialstepincontrollingourvariousre-sourceswascommencedin1901,whentheDepart-menttookchargeoftheGovernmentthermalloathingestablishmentsandsanatoriaatRotorua,TeAroha,andHanmer.Earlyin1902itwasentrustedwiththecontrolandup-keepoftheGovernmentgardensandparks,drainage,waterworks,andelectriclightserviceatRotorua,alsowiththecareoftheGovernment"Hermitage"hotelformountaineersnearthefootofMountCook,SouthernAlpsdistrict.Informationbureauxwere,establishedmtheprincipalcitiesofthecolony,eachunderthechargeofaGovernmentagent,Mr.T.E.Donne,thesuperintendent,hadbythistimeremovedhisofficestothepresentsiteinBrandonStreet,Wellington.LateroninthesameEnterpriseoftheNewZealandGovernment.PROGRESSOFDEPARTMENTOFTOURISTANDHEALTHRESORTS.HON.SIRJ.G.WARD,K.cJLG.,MinisterforDepartmentofTouristandHealthResorts.64


