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solid breeze concrete, supported by heavy steel
joists and runners of 561b railway iron. The stair-
case ends away above the city, seven.stones up,
inalarge glassbouse, or conservatory,whichinvites
the full play of the sun's rays irom all quarters,
and inside which the atmosphere occasionally is
eight or ten degrees warmer than below m the
shady street. It is understood that this unique
apartment will be utilised as a winter tearoom or
sitting-room From the winter-garden roof
a magnificent panorama of the city and harbour
is presented, extending on every hand to the hills

give way within the next week or two to all that
is smartest and best in culinary appliances. There
are several large sitting-rooms looking out on to
Willis street on each of the floors, the finest being
on the first floor, withFrench doors leadingout on
to a broad concrete balcony constructed on the
most stable lines. On the same floor in the front
is a children's dining-room, a writing-room, and
a spacious smoke-room, destined to be one of the
most comfortableplaces in the palatialhostelry.

The Grand hotel— a product of the times and a
domestic symbol of the progress of the city— has
a frontage of 76ft. to Willis street by a depth of
1ooft. Its impressive facade is heavilyornamental,

With the march of modern improvements the
important question of roofing construction and
roofing materials comes in for its share of atten-
tion The fine building recently completed in

Wellington for the D.I.C. has a fiat roofconstructed
on the P & B method, one of the well-known
products of the Paraffine Paint Company, of San

Francisco. The illustration on page 233 shows
very clearly a portionof the roof, while the figures
in the picture serve to convey an idea of the great
ar?he°foundation of P & B roofing is a strong

canvas thoroughlysaturatedwithP & Bcompound
apuremineral backedby saturatedfelt and heavily

coated on the surface with the same pure mineral.
The result is a roofing material absolutely water
and weather proof, and secure against the attack

of the corroding influences which injure iron and

other metallic roofings. Owing to its insulating

dualities this roofing has the advantage of keeping

the space underneath warm in winter and cool

AfterThe roofing is laidit is treatedwitha coat
of Floatine, also apure mineralsubstance produced
bv the Paraffine Paint Company, put on hot;
and while in that condition fine gravel is spread
over the surface, thus forming a fire-proof concrete
r°Where space is valuable, as in Wellington and
other New Zealand cities, fiat roofs (the space on
which can be used for various purposes) are a

desirable innovation-another point m favour of

this method of roof-construction. If a fire;should
originate in the interior of the building the flat

roof can be immediately flooded, and if the fire
should burn through the supports of the roof a
laree body of water is immediately released on
to the flames, and should a fire break out m
premises in the vicinity the P & Bflat roof admits

of the firemenworkingtheirhoses from this elevated
position, thereby commanding an influence over
the flames which would be otherwise impossible,
and enabling them toprotect the building from the

roofon whichthey are operating.
We also illustrateaP &B flat roof onMr H.P.

Rawson's residencesituatedat the cornerof,Welling-
ton terrace and Woodward street; this roof com-
mandsaveryextensiveviewoverthe entireharbour

and appeals to us as quite a necessary adjunct
toresidences situatedinour elevatedsuburbs.

The GrandHotel, Wellington.

Thenew Grandhotel inWillis street, "Wellington,
now advancing rapidly towardscompletion,is one
of the tallestbuildings in New Zealand, and apart
from its height will rank with the finest hotels in
Australasia/ From the broad parapet that forms

a substantial wall to the winder
- garden roof

of the Grand to the pavement is a drop of noft.,
while the ornate centre-piece that adds the finish-
ing touch to the sky-line of the structure reaches
another five feet. It seems only a short time
since passers-by gazed on that ramshackle wooden
structure known as the Western (and at one time
the Commercial) hotel, on the same site. Now
there stands a magnificent fire-proof structure
boasting seven floors, without counting the base-
ment andthe winter garden, which is really a floor-
roof. , ,

The staircase (which winds up and up tnrougn
a wellin the centre of the building) or the electric
elevator, according to the dispositionof the visitor,
willbe gained from Willis street by passing through

Flat Roofs.
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what will be a spacious and handsomely furnished
lounge. It is claimed that this staircase— the
usual force blastinabigbuilding during theprogress
of a fire— is absolutely fire proof. At present
the stairs are there in the rough, but there is no
sign of timber anywhere— they are just steps of

that encompass the place. So delusive is the

elevation that the water of the harbour seems
close at hand, and looking down into Willis street
the people and the trams seem comparatively
STn

- "
finishing off" the interior the army of

tradesmen employed have started at the top and

are working down. At present two or three of

the top stories are almost completed. The walls

are plastered throughout, but, save where pillars
and panels and corners aie of Keens cement,
they are to be papered in artistic tints There

are 155 rooms altogether in the new hotel and

without exception, all are comfortably sized, and

well lighted, while some really splendid suites

will be available.
The sanitary arrangements are unequalled in

any hotel in the colonies. Each floor has its own
tiled-floor bath rooms for both sexes, containing

creat enamel baths, embellished with heavily
plated fittings, which includeapparatus for supply-
ing the bather witha douche, shower, or hose-rose
bath, and in some cases needlebaths are also pro-
vided The lavatories have been installed on the

same lavish scale throughout, and everything
used in this connection is of the highest quality
andup-to-dateinits style.

The dining-room is on the first floor. It is an
airy apartment, designed like a cross of St. John,
large enough to seat one hundred and seventy
people at one time. The ceiling, heavily festooned
and scallopedinCarraraplaster, is a thing of beauty
-indeed, the ceilings of all the -larger rooms are
adorned elaborately in Carrara. So that there
may not be a suspicion of the smell of cooking
thekitchen is on the fourth floor. At: presentJresembles an engineer's workshop, but that will
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