
Farbackinthedim"forties"thelateWilliamMcLeodBannatynefoundedthebusinesswhichstillbearstheoriginaltitle.Hewasjoinedsoonafterbyhisstepson,thelateArthurRowsellBaker,andtogetherthetwostartedoutonalongcourseofdrastic,pioneerwork,whichpracticallyextendedoveraperiodoftwentyyears.Theunremittingcarebestowedmfosteringthepartnershipbroughtwithitthemevitable-thatsteadyand,perhaps,mechanical,expansionwhichsupervenesonthesystematicfoundationofabusiness.In1877,whenthefirmhadattainedconsider-ableproportionsasamercantileinstitution,Mr.HaroldBeauchampwasinducedtojoininthecapacityofsalesman;andtwelveyearslaterhebecameafullpartner.OnthedeathofMr.Baker,Mr.Bannatynehavingpredeceasedthatgentleman,theentirebusinessfellintoMr.Beau-champ'shands,andthetransformationofaprivateenterpriseintoalimitedcompanywasalmostMessrs.W.M.Bannatyne&Co.Ltd.BeauchampwasamemberoftheRoyalCom-missionappointedtoinvestigatethequestionoffederationasaffectingNewZealand;and,aswillberemembered,theCommissionreportedagainsttheproposalofthiscolonyjoiningtheCommon-wealth.ItisacoincidencethatMr.A.Macintosh,theGeneralManageroftheBankofNewZealand,whileservingtheCommercialBankingCompanyinSydneymthe"sixties,"wasassociatedwithMr.Beauchamp'suncle,Mr.HenryHeronBeau-champ,whowasthenadirectorofthatbank.Messrs.Bannatyne&Co.holdanumberofimportantagencies,ofwhichthefollowingardafew:-TheTyserLineLtd.,TheOceanicSteamshipCo.,RoyalInsuranceCo.,ChinaTraders'Insur-anceCo.,Nobel'sExplosives,CurtissandHarveyLtd.,T.C.WilliamsCo.,ApollmansCo.,Ltd.,UdolphoWolfe&Sons,andJ.Dewar&Sons,Ltd.MESSRSW.M.BANNA.TYNEANDCO'sOFFIcrSANDWAREHOUSE.ThefriendsofMr.JohnGell,formerlymanagerofthetele-graphstationatWaka-puaka,willbeinter-estedtolearnthatthecompanyformedbyhimtomanufacturehisinstrumentsforrapidtelegraphyisnowonthehighroadtosuccess.WhenMr.H.J.ThompsonwasmLondon,fromwhencehehasjustre-turned,hevisitedthefactoryandsawsomeoftheinstrumentsatworkmMr.Gell'slaboratory.Thefactoryisquiteanextensiveplace,andemploysabout20hands,mostofwhomareskilledmechanicscapableofexecutingtheveryfineworknecessarymthemanufactureofinstru-ments.Thecompanyhavesparednoexpenseinfittingupthefactoryastheyareassuredthattherewillbeabigde-mandontheiroutput.MR.HAROLDBEAUCHAMP.immediatelyproceededwith.AschairmanofdirectorsMr.Beauchamp'sdutieswouldbethoughttobesufficientlyonerousandtime-takingtowarranttheexclusivesupervisionofhisfirm'saffairs;but,beingablysupportedbyMessrs.WalterI.NathanandFrankDyer,asco-directors,andbyMr.WilliamBrownassecretary,heisenabledtodevotealargeamountofhisadmin-istrativeabilitytowardsthedevelopmentofindustrialandotherenterprises.Mr.HaroldBeauchampmay,mreality,beclassedasoneofNewZealand'sbusiestmen,still,hefindstimetotakeakeeninterestmanymovementforthepromotionofourcolony'swel-fare.Heisnotapolitician,forhehasrepeatedlyrefusedspontaneousrequeststobecomeacandi-dateforParliament,andforthemayoraltyofWellington,holdingthatbusinessandpoliticalorcivicdutiesareincompatiblewithhighcommercialaspirations.BesidesbeingchairmanofdirectorsofMessrs.Bannatyne&Co.,MrHaroldBeauchampisontheboardoftheBankofNewZealand,andischair-manthereofpro.tern.HeischairmanoftheNewZealandboardoftheOceanAccidentandGuaranteeCorporationofLondonLto,WellingtonPatentSlipCo,Ltd,andtheWellingtonPianoCo.,Ltd;adirectoroftheGearMeatPreservingandRefrigeratingCompanyofNewZealand,Ltd.,WellingtonGasCo,Ltd.EquitableBuildingandInvestmentCo.,ofWellington,Ltd.,andtheNewZealandCandleCo.,Ltd.Mr.BeauchamphasbeenamemberoftheWellingtonHarbourBoardsince1894-nhenhewasselectedbytheratepayersofthecitytobetheirrepresentative.HeheldthechairmanshipoftheBoardforthreeyearsinsuccession-arecordfortheWellingtonHarbourBoard.In1900Mr.
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