
ThefarmimplementmanufacturersofNewZealandhaveformanyyearsmaintainedasatisfactor\businessrecordintheirdealingswiththefarmingcommunity;anditisprobablyduetotheeternalunfitnessofsomethingsthatthemutualbenefitresultingtobothpartiesshouldhaverecent1}beenthreatenedwithextinction.ThisunfitnessbecomesanuglycontretempswhenheldtobeanalagoustotheoperationsoftheHarvesterCom-bineinourmidst,andthelocalmanufacturersinjusticetothemselvesandtheirpatrons,havelatelyputtheircasebeforethecountryinaclearandsuccintmanner.Theyhaveendeavouredtoinvoketheco-operationofthefarmer,inordeithatcombinedadvancesmightprovetheultimatemeansofchecking,ifnotoferadicating,theCom-bine'sinroadsonanimportantcolonialmdustr\.Sofar,thisjustifiablemovehasnotbeenproduc-tiveofasgeneralandspontaneousanunderstand-ingaswasatfirstexpectedbythepeoplewhowerefar-seeingenoughtotaketheinitiative.Nevertheless,bothmanufacturersandfarmersmetafewdaysagoinChnstchurch,andtheydis-cussedthequestionwithadegreeoffinalitytotheirdeliberationssufficienttoinducetheGovern-menttoacknowledgethatemergencylegislationwouldbenecessaryineventoftheCombinebecom-ingundulyarbitraryinitsoperations.Thiswas,ofcourse,non-committingandplacatoryenoughonthepartofapaternallegislature,whichgoesslowlymso-calledpartymatters,buttheprovision,wemustadmit,savourstoomuchofcopingwithanimprobablecontingency,insteadofdealingwiththeinstantimposi-tionofdutyastheonlyprotectionagainsttheTrust.However,itiswelltonotethatthemanufacturersplaceeveryconfidenceintheGovernment,andthatwhenthetimearrivestheywill,withthefarmerssupportingthem,derivethemaximumprotectionforatradewhichmustcertainlyrankintheforefrontofcolonialenterprise.Toprovethatourmanufacturershavenowashtoincreasepricesithasonlytobestatedthattheydonotaskforthelevyingofdutyonthoseimple-mentswhichcannotbemanufacturedinthecolony,viz:—:—harvesters,hay-makingmachinery,tractionandoilengines,dairymachinery,andimplementssuchassmallploughsandcultivators,uponwhichanydutywouldnecessarilyraisetheprice;buttheymerelymoveforassistancetoprotectthosemachineswhichtheyhavebroughttotheirpresentpitchofperfection,viz.—.—ploughs,tineanddischarrows,cultivators,drills,rollers,chaff-cutters,andseed-cleaners,andonthesetheystipulateforprotectionwhentheyreducetheirprices.Thus,forevery£ireductiononapricethemanu-facturersclaimthatthereshouldbeacorrespond-ingimpositionof£4duty,exceptinthecaseofimplementsandmachinerywhicharetheproductsoftheUnitedKingdom.Thislattercondition,is,ofcourse,afurtherguaranteeoffairdealing,andBritishmachineswould,consequently,beadmittedfreeasatpresent.Thenagain,themanufacturersareperfectlywillingtostandardisetheirmachines,sothatanyalterationofqualitycouldbereadilydetected.If,underthesecircumstances,themanufacturersdidnotkeepfaithviththeconsumersthenthelawofthelandcouldbeamendedtomeetthedis-abilitiesofthequestion;butthewholesubjectofpatriotic-cum-economicconsiderationissowrappedupinthemutualagreementofmanufacturersandfarmers,thatanydeparturefromstrictlyfairpracticeontheirrespectivepartswouldundoubted-lygivetheHarvesterCombinetheadvantageitcanneverotherwiseobtain.Itis,then,littletobemarvelledatthatthemanufacturersrecentlyinvitedtheco-operationofthefarmersinordertodealsummarilywithwhatisunquestionablytobethetopicofthehourereanothersessioncommences.TothefarmersofNewZealandtheyaddressedthemselvesmthefollowingunmistakableterms,viz•—Weaskyoursupportonthefollowinggrounds:—:—Youpreventthepossibilityofaforeignmonopolytakingtheplaceofthepresentcolonialcom-petition.YouwillsecmeanimmediatereductioninthepuceofcolonialimplementsYouwillsecurebetteimachinetybecausecolonialmakerswillsecmesomeofthetiadenowdonebytheforeigners.Owingtotheincreaseinthenumbciofmenem-ployedyouwillsecureanenlargedlocaldemandforyourproducts.Lessmoneywillbespentoncanvassersandmoreontheimplementitself.Inconsiderationofthissupport'sforthcomingitmustbedistinctlyunderstoodthatthemanu-facturers'modin,Vivendiwouldbeasfollows—1.Allharvesting,hay,threshinganddairymachinerytobefree,asnow.2.AllagriculturalmachineryfromEnglandtobefree.3.Machineryusedbysmallfarmers,thatwouldbelikelytoberaised111price,tobefree.4.Dutiesonlytobeplacedonthekindsofimplementswhichcolonialmakershaveworkeduptosuitcolonialrequirements,andontheseonlywhenpriceshavebeenreduced.5.Noalterationinpiicewouldatanytimebeeffectedunlessitcarriedacompensatingconsiderationforthefarmer.Afearhasbeenexpressedbymanyfarmersthat,iftheleech-likeCombinewereinterferedwith,itmightcreatedifficultiesbyrefusingtosupplythosemachineswhicharepopularlysupposedtobemadeonlybytheInternationalHarvesterCompany.Butsuchacontingencyisthelastthingtooccurwhenitisrememberedthat111reapersandbinders—theso-calledspecialityoftheTrust—thefarmercanhavealternativeaccesstooneofthefinestmachinesintheworld,viz—the"Hornsby."ThismachinehasanextremelygoodrecordmEnglandandAustraliafordurabilityandlightnessofdraught,andtherecentexhibitsofharvestingmachineryattheChristchurchshowwouldhavebeenlackingincomprehensivenesshadtwofine"Hornsby"harvestersnotbeentheretorepresentBritishworkmanshipandindustrialadvance.Inconclusionwerequiretoplaceonrecordthefactthatthefarmerandmanufacturer,ifleftquietlytotheirowncommonspheresofbuyerandseller,willworkoutthedisposalofmonopolymgoodtime.Inpastyearsthetwopartieshavegotonwelltogether,givingandtakinginmanyTheEditorhaspleasureinacknowledgingreceiptofthefollowinglettersfromadvertisersandsubscribers,andeachiseloquenttestimonyofthemeritsofthispaper.FromMessrs.J.W.Wallace&Co.,agentsAcmeGas&OilEngines,Wellington.—''WemustexpressourpleasureattheexcellentmannerinwhichProgressisgotup.Theprinting,illustratingandgeneralarrangementofthepaperareequaltothebestofBritishpublications."FromMr.RonaldS.Badger,Advertising,Christchurch—"Imustcomplimentyouheartilyonthesetting,andalsouponthegeneralget-upofyourpaper.Morethanthat,Icanalreadytestifytoitsvaluemgettingamongsttherightclassofpeople,forIreceivedanenquiryfromAucklandwithmfourdaysofpublication."FromMr.N.Andrew,agentCampbellGas&OilEngines,Wanganui:—"Ihavepleasureincon-gratulatingyouontheexcellenceofyourfirstnumber."FromAmericanSchoolofCorrespondence:—:—WearemreceiptofthefirstcopyofProgress,andhavetocongratulateyouontheexcellenceofthepublication."FromMr.HoraceA.Fry,Riwaka:—":—"IamsopleasedwiththearticlesinProgressthatIwillimmediatelyfillintheorderformandforwardwith5/-foroneyear'ssubscription."FromMr.A.O.Sachse,C.E.,Melbourne:—:—"Ilikeyourjournalverymuch,andthematterishighlyinteresting."FromMr.FrancisH.Snow,Adelaide:—":—"Icon-gratulateyouuponyourprogressiveenterprise,andwishyoueverysuccessfromfirstissue."FromAustralianManufacturing&Im-portingCo.,Sydney:—":—"Progressexceedsouranticipations,andwetakethisopportunityofcongratulatingyouupontheundoubtedmeritofyourpaper."FromMissB.J.Mouat,Patentee,SouthDun-edm•—"ImustcomplimentyouonProgress.Itisamostcreditableproduction."FromMr.C.Bristow,Christchurch(awell-knowninventor)•—"EnclosedismysubscriptiontoProgress.IwasexceedinglypleasedwiththefirstnumberwhichIfoundmostinterestingandinstructive."FromMr.T.Taylor,Surveyor,Pahiatua:—"IamverypleasedwiththefirstnumberofProgress;threeofmyfriendshavebecomesub-scribers."CONGRATULATORY.THE........HARVESTERCOMBINE.II.—TheManufacturers'Viewpoint.ByPHIL.GODFREY.things;anditisnotnowtobesupposedthataaarbitraryactiononthepartofonewillupsetthegoodfeelingthathasbeforeexisted,butratherletusbelievethattheircarefulweighingoftheprosandconsofthesubjectwilltendallthemoretoaiirmeicementingofindividualinterestswhenthetimearrivesforconcertedaction.PROGRESS.Decemberi,1905
"progress"tentatthechristchurchshow,1905,.TheillustrationshowstheEditorandclericalstaffwhodistributed3,000copiesofProgressThewaterpowernowrunningtowasteattheVictoriaFalls,ontheZambesiRiver,isestimatedat25,000,000horsepower,orfivetimesthatofNiagara.36


