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: :: ULSTER CATHOLICS PROTEST.
_

. Cardinal Logue and the other Catholic bishops whose
- loceses are in the Six Counties have issued a public state-ment, in which they complain of the treatment meted outto the Catholics in the North (says Catholic-News Service,London, for October 20).

_ Political jobbery has been rife in the constituencies,they , complain, with the result that* Catholic candidatesprec ically find it out of the question to secure a seat inthe Northern Parliament. Nor are the bishops enamoredof the new Ration Act, which they declare is detrimental.to the Catholic schools, unless they are willing to pass largelyunder the control of the dominant party. There is alsoconsiderable dissatisfaction in the ignoring of the rightsof the Catholics in the ministerial attitude towards theboundary question. ~
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Sp akinS’ at Ballyhaunis, the Archbishop of Tuam(Most Rev. Dr. Gilmartin) said that they could not have

.

wo Governments in the country at the same time. -There
- was a Government now functioning, and until such time asanother Government was elected-in a constitutional way it

. was the duty of the people to support the existing one.As far as possible—Archbishop Gilmartin said—theyought to put an end to all bitterness. The great conditionfe* peace was a government that would be allowed to func-
- j tion and that would be supported by the people in themaintenance of law and order. '

The bishops had been misrepresented. They nevercondemned a Republic. What they did condemn was theuse of unlawful means, no matter by whom.
Some irresponsible people were going about saying theishops were the enemies of the country ; but no one tookthese seriously. The bishops were the successors of theApostles; they were not sent to teach politics, but toteach the principles of Faith and Morals. rIn replying to an address presented to the-Archbishopfor his efforts on behalf of peace, Dr. Gilmartin said:

c
‘lreland has now taken her place at the council tableof the nations as a Catholic nation. She will be regardedwith a jealous and critical eye by others, not of the Faith.It will be her mission to falsify the predictions of her

- enemies, and to become a shining light in the world.”
Last week (writes the London Catholic Times’ Dublincorrespondent in mid-October) the Governor-General,'-Mr.T. M. Healy, addressed a joint meeting of the Senate andthe pail, outlining briefly the future policy of the Adminis-tration. From his speech one gathers that the Government '

will introduce in the immediate future many measures ofconsiderable importance, some of which have been awaitedanxiously since the signing of the Treaty. Apart fromthe Judiciary Bill, the main items of the Ministerial pro-gramme are the reorganisation of our railway system, theencouragement and development of agricultural industrieslocal Government reform, and the co-ordination of our some-what disjointed educational systems. The Government’sdecision that the time has come when elaborate schemes ofreconstructive legislation can be safely initiated bears testi-mony to the splendid progress which has been made in thework of restoring national stability, a work- which will becompleted when the present industrial crisis has. been solved
in a manner satisfactory to capital and labor. Such a

i solution will come, it is generallyJmlieved, with dramatic.-.suddenness, and for the present we may console „ourselveswith the reflection that public order is being kept in everyquarter of the land, and that the nation is beginning toforget the horrors of the Civil War. The problem of the7internees remains, it is true, to inflame extremist minds, '
.. but the Governor-General, in his speech, dealt with the
-

agitation for their unconditional release in a most'effectivemanner. He emphasised the Ministry’s determination toset-free the prisoners gradually, but stressed at the same
;

time its responsibility to the people as a whole; no steps
could be taken, he declared, which might endanger tran-
quillity or encourage lawless men to resort again to arms.Quite apart from the purely political dangers which would
be occasioned by the unconditional release of the anti-Treatyinternees, the Government’s present policy is considered
wise, since it enables individual prisoners to absorb them-
selves on their release into our economic system with the
minimum of difficulty. If ten thousand internees, many
of whom are temperamentally opposed to work, were loosed
upon the country at once, the unemployment problem would
be aggravated.to a dangerous degree; that is a considera-
tion which is overlooked by most of their political admirers.

On the 3rd instant a Solemn Votive Mass, followed by
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, was celebrated
at the Dublin pro-Cathedral to obtain the blessing of the
Almighty for the work the Senate and the Daih The
Governor-General, accompanied by General Cullen, nearlyall the Ministers, and many Senators and Deputies, werepresent, and the ceremonies throughout were of a particu-larly impressive kind. The general public was largely re-
presented, and leading members of the Oireachtas werecheered by enormous-crowds as they left the sacred building—though bands of forgetful of the solemnity of the
occasion, endeavored, quite unsuccessfully, to create acounter-demonstration. While the Votive .Mass was beingcelebrated non-Catholic members of the Oireachtas attendeda special service at St. Patrick’s Protestant Cathedral.J here Archbishop Gregg presided, and, I am told, the con-gregation was large and representative. This Protestant
service had peculiar interest; it showed that the minorityhas forgotten those anti-national prejudices which curbedso long its vision and its usefulness. In Dublin, at leastIrotestants have come to realise that Catholics bear themno ill-will, that they are anxious, in fact, to conciliate them
in every way. Die-Hards living in the Six Counties andGreat Britain may still affect to think that Irish Catholics

■
are intolerant, but ex-Unionists who live in the Free State
Know better. -
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The Attorney-General, Mr. Hugh Kennedy, K.0., haseen selected as the Ministerial candidate for Dublin City
/ Hdure "Mr" K

by' e! eCti°n will be held in the immediatemure. Mr. Kennedy i s one -of the most distinguishedmembers of the Irish Bar* and has a long record of impor-tJ service i!n the national cause during the Black-and-lan regime his advice was often sought by leaders of popu-ar opinion, and since the establishment of the Free State
Extrem

Ben c]hlf? legal adYiSer t 0 the Irish GovernmentExtremely popular with Dublin citizens of all shades ofpolitics, he should secure a large majority if any rival can-didate goes forward. So far, however, no de^itSto
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L staff
lg

f
a s°

5 ?n\Mr. McGilligan, who is attached tothe staff of the Irish High Commissioner in London has
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