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A Popular Police Officer Honored

A representative gathering of citizens took place in,the
Borough Council Chambers last night for the purpose of
bidding farewell to Sergeant O’Connell, who has been
stationed in Waimate for the past seven years, and is
retiring on superannuation (says the Waimate Daily Adver-
tiser for October 6).

A presentation, in the shape of a well-filled wallet, was
made by the Mayor (Mr. W. E. Evans) on behalf of the
residents of the town and district.

The Mayor explained that the object of the meeting
was to mark the close of Sergt. O’Connell’s career in thepolice force, of which the last seven years had been spent
in Waimate, and on behalf of the burgesses and BoroughCouncil of the town he wished to express his appreciation
of the manner in which the Sergeant had carried out hisduties while stationed in the district. He did his dutywithout fear or favor and never strained a point to make
a case good. The town was losing a good officer, and theyhoped that when the new Sergeant’s time came to retirethey would be able to regard him with the same amount
of affection and be as sorry to lose him.

Mr. A. 0. Middleton, on behalf of the legal profession,said he appreciated the honor of being able to speak at thefunction. In the legal profession they had unique oppor-tunities of seeing the work of the Force from day to dayand they had all been struck by the fairness with whichSergt. O’Connell had conducted his cases. He concurredwith the Mayor when he said that the Sergeant never took
an unfair advantage when prosecuting. If there was anyfact that would tell in favor of the accused, SergeantO’Connell could be depended upon to bring it out. He wasvery sorry indeed to have to say good-bye. It was theclose of a long and honorable career in the Force and it
closed with the best wishes of the citizens of Waimate, and
he assured the Sergeant, with the very best wishes of thelegal profession. He had been • a kindly friend, an up-right man, and a painstaking officer.

Mr. E. Hassall, J.P., on behalf of the business menof the town, and as the senior J.P., said they all appre-
ciated very much the manner in which the Sergeant haddischarged his duties. The Sergeant was of a very highcharacter and they were very sorry to lose him. He wished
him and his family many years of happiness in retirement.

Mr. A. J. Hoskins, speaking on behalf of the various
sports bodies, said he was pleased to have the opportunity
of adding a few remarks to those of, the previous speakers.
In his position he was more or less responsible for the
running of various sports meetings at which they had to
depend on assistance from the police. During’ SergeantO’Connell’s term in the’ town they had had every assist-
ance possible. He concluded by wishing the Sergeant every
happiness in his hew home.

Mr. S. I. Fitch said a point missed by the previousspeakers was the consideration which the Sergeant had
shown to his subordinates in the Force. He joined with
the others in wishing Sergeant O’Connell every happinessin his new sphere of life. •*■■■'

Mr. 0. Craighead, on behalf of the Trade, said theyhoped to come across another officer, as good and as con-
siderate as Sergeant O’Connell. He would take with himthe best wishes of the hotelkeepers of Waimate.

Constable Swan endorsed the previous speakers’ re-marks and hoped that the Sergeant would live long to en-joy his retirement. \

The Mayor said the making of the presentation was
a most pleasant duty from their point of view: He knewtheir guest would appreciate tluTgift, not from a monetarypoint of view, but as a mark of esteem the citizens ofWaimate held him in. In handing over the wallet hewould like to express on behalf of the citizens of Waimatetheir great appreciation of the kindly and tactful way inwhich the Sergeant had carried out his duties, and ex-pressed the hope that .he would be long spared to enjoythe rest his 33 years of honorable service had earned.He had much pleasure in handing Sergeant O’Connell thewallet.

.

For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” was sung and cheers
given for the Sergeant and Mrs. O’Connell.On rising to reply, Sergeant O’Connell was greeted

with prolonged applause. :He said he was deeply moved by
the manner in which the citizens had honored him. Hehad been about seven years in Waimate, and he could as-
sure them-they had been the happiest he had spent in theService. He had been in many places, and had to do with
many people and perform a great variety of duties. The
time had passed very quickly while in Waimate and he
regretted he would not be here longer. He thanked the
citizens for the presentation and for their kind words.He was going to live in Christchurch, but would alwayslook forward to visiting Waimate, and to hear of matterspertaining .to its welfare. He thanked them from thebottom of his heart and thought he scarcely deserved it all.He was pleased to know he had given satisfaction as anofficer, as he had made a big effort to carry out his dutiesto the best of his ability. On behalf of Mrs. O'Connell hethanked tiiem once again for the presentation and forthe kind things they had said. (Applause.)

Obituary
MRS. MARGARET FITZGERALD, INVERCARGILL.It is with very great regret (writes our Invercargillcorrespondent) that I have to record the death of MrsMargaret Fitzgerald, the wife of Mr. Alf Fitzgerald, oneof our prominent parishioners. The deceased lady was thedaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cavanagh, who were highly re-spected residents of Kew, a suburb of Invercargill, andone of the earlier Catholic families-of the parish. MrsFitzgerald was of a quiet and unassuming nature, a de-voted wife and mother, and* ever a bright example of agood pious Catholic. Although only in the prime of lifeshe was stricken with a dread disease some months ago,and since that time proved her fortitude during a painfulillness. She was constantly attended by Rev. Father' SMarlow, and went to her reward after receiving all thelast rites of Holy Church to which she was so devoted inlife Her passing will be regretted by many, for she was-a lady of whom it was often remarked that she had many
~ a,f n°/"emies- To her husband and her sister(Mrs. Collins, of Queenstown) and her two little daughters,who are left to mourn their loss, the sympathy' of all isextended. A large number of, people paid their last re-spects by attending the funeral. Rev. Father Marlowofficiated at the graveside. Many a fervent prayer willbe offered that s>e might rest in peace. Reference to thedeath of Mrs. Fitzgerald was made at the usual meetingof the Hibernian Society

. held last Tuesday eveningweek, when Bro. Ed Sheehan presided over a good attend?ance of members. After the routine business had beentransacted the secretary said they would all miss a familiarace from the meeting that night, and one and all regrettedthe- occasion which necessitated the absence of Bro AlfFitzgerald, one of our very best and most popular Hiber-mans He moved a motion, of condolence in connectionwith the death of Bro Fitzgerald's good wife, and J*™motion would, of course, be carried in thecal way, inrespectful silence, but he knew that that very silence wasan indication of the deep feelings of regret "that all Ston this particular occasion. The president also made feel-Z rnowlR0 FitZgerald' S *~ before putting

MR. CHARLES WARD, INVERCARGILL.Yet another death (writes our Invercargill corresnon-clent) has to be recorded from these parts in the person ofi r. Charles Ward, of Georgetown, who died; full of yearsafter receiving the consolation of the last Sacraments of
o

6 #,, orch,
.

Mr. Ward, who had been on the staff of theat^ &lf T
’

mt f°r over forty years, was a familiar figureat St. Mary s, being one of the collectors at Sunday even-mg devotions for many years. He was well over the allot-ed span before being called to his reward.—R.l.p.

PROMINENT BANDSMEN.
The recent band contests have once again proved thatther iso nothing to equal Fluennol for keeping the mouthmoist and cool, and Q-tol for cracked lips.
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