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ON THE LAND

MARKET REPORTS.

There was a larpe yarding of fat cattle at Burnside las_t
week, 278 head being brought forward, Included in this
entry were some pens of very prime bullocks, but as ns_ual
they were of mixed variety, a fair proportion of th‘c yard_mg
consisting of unfinished steers. There were very few prime
cows and heifers forward, the number of these being much
less than usual. Owing to the large supply prices eased
to the exteni of from 15s per head all over. lixtra prime
bullocks £21 10s, prime £15 to £18, medium £12 1Us to
£14 155, light and unfinished £9 10s to £11 3s, prime cows
and heifers £9 10s to £10, medium £7 te £8 53, old and
inferior £5 to £6 13s. IFat Sheep.—A snall yarding re-
sulted, only 1633 being offered. There were very few fat
ewes on hand, practically all the varding being composed
of medium to good wethers, and owing to the short supply
prices showed a general rise of about 1s te 1s 6d per head.
Extra prime wethers brought up to 60s Gd, prime wethers
from 54s to 58s, medium 46s to 5ls, light and unfinished
36s upwards, prime ewes 38s to 41ls, medium 34s to 37s,
light from 30s to 33s. Fat Lamhbs.—There was a small
varding, only nine coming forward for last week's sale.

* These were good quality, and after keen competition they

realised from 35s to 43s. Pigs.—A medium yarding, all
classes being represcented, Competition was brisk and
prices advanced considerably, hoth baconers and porkers
being fully 55 per head dearer. Prime baconers realised
about 7id and prime porkers about 9d per Ih.

At the Addington yards last week there were good
entries in all classes. Beef showed an improvement on the
previous week, but fat sheep were casier by about 2s per
head, and the store sheep market was weaker. 1%t Lambs.
—There were 114 penned. A good sale eventuated, prices
being from 27s to 42s 6d. Tat Sheep.—There was 2 heavy
yarding of 10 full races, and lower values. Graziers hought
a proportion of lighter sheep. Best wether mutton 73d to
8d, best ewe Tid to 7Tid, secondary wether 7id, secondary
ewe 7d to 7id. Dxtra prime wethers 495 to 5ds, a few
special 58 Gd, prime wethers 43s 6¢d to 47s, medium we-
thers 40s to 43s, light wethers 35s 6d to 39s, extra prime
ewes 37s to 40s, medium ewes 325 to 30s, light cwes 87s Gd
to 31s 6d, prime shorn wethers 35s to 40s 6d, prime shorn
ewes 33s 3d. Fat Cattie.—There were 370 penned, A
keen sale resulted, and prices improved by up to 13s per
head; prime ox made 48s per 1001h, prime 43s to 46s, me-
dium 39s 6d to 42s 6d, light 37s to 39s, rough down to
25s, extra prime steets £22 to £24 10s, prime £17 10s to
£21, medium £14 to £17 s, light £9 io £13 10s, extra
prime heifers £15 to £19 2s 6d, prime £11 10s to £14,
ordinary £9 to £11, light £6 to £8 10s, extra prime cows
£14 to £15 10s, prime £10 13s to £13 10s, ordinary £7 10s
to £10 10s. Vealers.—A small entry. Anything good sold
at an advance on late rates. Runners realised £6, gond
vealers £4 10s to £3 10s, medium calves £2 10s to £4,
small 10s to £1 10s. Fat Pigs.—There was a larger entry,
porkers being easier and bacouers firm. Choppers brought
from £4 to £10, light baconers £4 to £4 10s, heavy £4 5s
to £4 155, extra heavy £3 15s—average price per 1b 7d to
8d, light porkers £2 10s to £2 13s, heavy £2 17s 6d to
£3 2s—average price per 1b 8id to 9id. -
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Sheep Farming on Native-Grass Pasturage
(Contributed.)
CRUTCHING.

Crutching, as the name implics. consists in the shear-
ing of the wool around the teats, the inside of the hind
legs, and then a semicircle round the buttocks of the sheep.
The object of it is to keep the sheep in a pgreater state of
cleanliness. It is alse an econcmical operation. The wool
thus shorn is picked up, packed, and sold at the crutching
sales, where it realises, as a rule, considerably more than
the cost of the operation. Where sheep are left uncrutched
usually a great deal of daggs accumulate round the hind-
gquarters, particularly in wet seasons, and on the low-
lying land where there is a plenitude of feed. If allowed

to get into.a dirty state and dagged from time to time,
the daggs removed are almost valueless, and a pgreater
amount of labor will be entailed in the end, to say nothing
of the risk of gtrike from blow-fly during warm weather.
The average cost of the operation is from four to five
shillings per hundred sheep. Such sheep as are intended
for sale before the latter part of the spring undoubtedly
present a better appearance to the public cye if left nn-
crutehed. A good covering of wool about the hind-guaiters
gives them a more full, well-tnrned appearanece, and for
this reason, if such sheep ure not breeding ewes, it is pre-
ferable to leave them uncrutched. The dages, however,
must be removed.

Wethers should be shorn round the “hutton”; too
much wool abeut that organ frequently eauses seald and
subsequent inflamation, particularly in warm weather,

As a rule sheep are crutched when the rams are taken
out from the ewes at the end of the mating senson. Some
defer it as late as they can safely do 50, without injury
to the in-lamb cwes, in order to have them as clean as
possible at the lamhing time. If left too late the rough
handling involved in the cperation may injure Leth the
ewe and her offspring. The wool immediately in front
of the teats shonld be removed in order to facilifate the
access of the lamb to the udder.

TFOOP-ROT.

On ill country comparatively few sheep will he affec-
ted with this evil if cross-breds compose the flocks. Tor a
few isolated cases hand dressing with o foot-rot remedy will
he as convenient and cconomical as any other method.
However, as the trouble max he, unwittingly, introduced
among the flock by outside purchases, it is well te have a
small pen laid down in cenerete in front of the alley in
the sheep yard. Ronnd the outer margin of this pen a
rim of concrete should be raised—13d to 2in will suffice—
so that the pen may be made to contain the liquid used
as the remeds for foot-rot. First parc the feet of all
affected sheep; detached horn will never again unite to
the sole of the dressed foot hut will only induce the growth
of the foot-rot fangus. Then put. about lin deep of lignid
dressing in the pen; drive in the sheep and let them stand
tilt the feet are well saturated with the remedy. Then let
them out and bring in another lot and treat them in the
same way, and so on il! all have passed throungl,

Bhtestone dissolved in water makes a vand r
Scveral kinds of sheep dip and other antiseptivs are also
used for this purpose. Arsenic and Stockholuw tar are
also good. BMany kinds of foot-rot eure are on sale ready
nade up. Butyr of antimony diluted with water is zood
for very bad cases, hut it is rather severe on sheep. S
should only be used as a hand-dressing. T am aware that
most farmers use a faot-rot trongh iustead of a pen for
putting the sheep through in large numbers. The reason
for which I prefer the pen is that the sheep’s feet are
nmore likely to become thoroughly saturated with the pre-
paration if allowed to stand in it for a feiv moments than
when they are permitted te run throuneh.

As a permanent cure can hardly he expected from one
dressing, infected sheep should De put threugh the liguid
at least two or three times at intervals of a fow days. On
wet, low-Iying lands many farmers find it necps:s.arv to
put their flocks through at regular intervals, both .as a
cure for the infected and as a preventative for the re-
mainder, for this cvil is undoubtedly contagious.  TFoot-
rot is more prevalent in very wet or very dry seasons.

Sandy river beds or newly-plonghed ground have a cood
effect on had feet.
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“‘Steel Queen’’ Dise Harrows are undoubtedly doing
most of the Dominion’s discing! There are over 12,000 seta
at work: Allowing 50 acres—once Over--per year, per set,
means that 600,000 acres is “Steel Queen’” disced per year,
probably more than all other makes combined! Why?
Well, ask a ‘““Steel Queen” owner. Your set is ready. When
and where shall we send it? Mention N.Z. Tablet when
ordering. '

BOOTH, MACDONALD & CO., Lro., CHRISTCHUROCH.

Branches—Auckland, Hamilton, Gisborne, Hastings, New
Plymouth, Palmerston North, Masterton, Agh-
burton, Timaru, Dunedin, and Invercargill,
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