
Thursday, September 20/ 1923. NEW ZEALAND TABLET 23
to any official census. This was largely due to the re-
pugnance of the Mussulmans to give the numbers of their
wives and daughters for the fear that the census might be
used for the purpose of conscription.

The complete returns give a total population of
757,189. Of these the Mohammedans number 590,890
Jews, 83,794; Latin Catholics, 14,245; Greek Catholics,
11,191; Armenian Catholics, 1271; Maronites, 2120; Schis-
matic Greeks, 33,369; Schismatic Armenians, 2939; Church
of England, 4553; in addition to some smaller groups.

These figures are interesting, proving as they do the
great preponderance of the Moslems over the Jews, who
form one-ninth of the total population, and whose numbers
are only slightly in excess of the Christian inhabitants.

WANGANUI NOTES
(From our own correspondent.)

September 13.
A very successful social was held in St. Joseph’s School

on August 20, the proceeds (£2O 6s) being towards the
electric lighting of the church. The euchre prizes were
won by Mrs. Curtain (lady’s first, J ton of coal), Mr.
McMenamin (gents’ first, a set of military brushes),
consolation prizes, Miss Dowdall and Mr. H. Kruse. The
dance music was provided by the Misses "Wilson (2), who,
by the way, are such generous givers that their fine music
makes dancing a sheer delight. The Wilson family, who
are members of St. Mary’s parish, came here within the
last year or two from Sydney, and the girls are musical
enthusiasts. Coming back to the social, ‘‘extras” were
played by Mrs. Burton, Miss Law, and Miss Rowlands.
Supper was enjoyed by everyone, and a weight guessing
competition—a fine iced cake made and given by Mrs.
O’Meara was won by a sea-faring man who happened
along when the tickets were being sold. He bore his prize
off in triumph to his family in Wellington.

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. McLean are leaving for Auckland,
and on Sunday evening after devotions, were entertained
by Rev. Father Mahony and the choir at the presbytery.
There were speeches, toasts, ' and the presentation of a
rug. Mr. McLean (Peter), has been an active and valu-
able member of the choir for many years, a good sort
generally, and we all unite in wishing him heaps of success
in his new venture. Mr. McLean has invented and patented
a contraption which guarantees safety to those long ex-
tension ladders used by painters and others. People who
know something about these things say it is a wonderfully
simple and effective contrivance, and all that remains now
is for Mr. McLean to get it launched successfully on the
market. Hence our special good wishes for the success
of our “parochial patent.”

Aramoho is on the move again and is getting itself
ready for a most wonderful performance. Very likely the
information I have is more or less confidential, so I can't
say much, about it, but I believe there is to be something
in the nature of- "Girls against Boys," with a prize to
the winning team. More later.

St. Mary's, too, is busying itself mentally about the
Annual Food Fair to take place in a few weeks. Last
year's effort was a great success and this year's will, natur-
ally, be quite as good we hope.

Mr. and Mrs. Packwood and Mrs. Green have come
back to Wanganui to live after a short sojourn at Tau-
maranui.

Our latest trouble here is the likelihood of the trams
being taken off the Gonville-Castlecliff run, and it is very
poor consolation to hear that they will be running (ill
the way to the new cemetery as from this week-end. Part
of Gonville and all Castlecliff is outside the Wanganui
borough, and these districts have their own board which
buys its power for the cars from the Wanganui Tramways.
It appears the trams are showing a big loss, and the board
cannot foot the bill for the power. The residents will not
agree to what Wanganui says is the only solution "Just
walk into our borough and let's all be Wanganui." So,
for the present, we are not worrying about our two war
memorials. Even the new station site is forgotten, and
we hardly care at all if the cars never climb St. John's
Hill. What we do want to know is how are we going to
get our salt water swim, and how is Castlecliff going to
get its shopping done ? •

Did I tell you about our new station? We haven't
got one yet, we're only worrying about -the site, and
"sites" are our long suit. It appears we really must have
a new station, and it can't be where the old one is
because you can't build a new station on top of an old
one, and anyhow, the space is wanted for the harbor, or
something. Everybody is rushing. the Department with
"suitable sites," and we are getting "schemes" for break-
fast, dinner, and tea. The site most talked about is a
lump of some fifteen acres off the racecourse, and this is
being strenuously opposed by all who use the racecourse
and hundreds who never go near it. As there isn't the
least likelihood of the present generation settling the diffi-
culty, it is quite possible that we will end up with a
collapsible portable station, to be set down just wherever
a tired train stops; or, a successful transplanting of the
river to match the chosen "site."

Hibernian Golden Jubilee
ST. PATRICK'S BRANCH, CHRISTCHURCH.

1873—1923.
(From our own correspondent.)

A red letter day in the annals of Hibernianism in
New Zealand was the banquet to celebrate the occasion of
the Golden Jubilee of the establishment of St. Patrick's
branch (No. 82), Christchurch, held in the Hibernian Hall,
Barbadoes Street, on Monday evening, September 11.

The chair was occupied by the president (Bro. E. Fitz-
gerald), and there were present his Lordship Bishop Brodie,
Rev. Fathers Hanrahan, O'Connell, ' O'Connor, Eecleton,
O'Hare, O'Meeghan, Joyce, and Quinn ; Bro.
J. J. Marlow (District Deputy for Otago and
Southland) ; the president of the Wellington
branch (Bro. M. Walsh), and the secretary
of the Greymouth branch (Bro. H. McKeowen), also dele-
gates from the Foresters, Druids, and Oddfellows. The
president welcomed the visitors, and congratulated the
branch on attaining its Golden Jubilee. He also read a
large number of congratulatory letters and telegrams from
prominent members of branches in various districts.

The proceedings opened with the loyal toast, proposed
by the chairman. His Lordship Dr. Brodie, in proposing
the toast to the Hibernian Society, said: —"The toast
allotted to me embodies a very comprehensive subject. The
Hibernian Society with its full title ' Hibernian-Australa-
sian Catholic Benefit Society ' stands for lofty ideals. The
pioneers of Hibernianism wished to keep alive the memory
of their native land, whose history was sacred to them;
the prayer of their heart was that the dark days of sorrow
would pass, and they would be able to sing again the soul-
stirring song, ' A Nation Once Again.' By a happy co-
incidence the press has just recorded the fact that Ireland
has been admitted to membership of the League of Nations
this is a realisation, in some measure, of the prayers and
wishes of lovers of Ireland. By the title Australasian
the founders wished to acknowledge the liberties they
enjoyed in their adopted country; The society was to be
pre-eminently ' Catholic,' a society governed by Catholic
ideals, inspiring all members to live as sincere practical
Catholics. As a Benefit Society the members were en-
couraged to make provision for sickness and advancing age,
and at the same time to foster a feeling of mutual help
and neighborly kindliness. The Hibernian Society complies
with the requirements of the Church by avoiding mysterious
secrecy and oaths; the meetings of the society are open;
the rules had the approval of public authority as in the
case of all registered Friendly Societies in New Zealand.

: Our assembly was one of rejoicing over the success of the
past. The fact that St. Patrick's branch had endured for
50 years was due to the courage, perseverance, and sacrifice
of the pioneers; and it must be remembered that future
success can be achieved by no other means. Young members
must realise the necessity of a life of industry and sacrifice
they must impress upon their minds the • fact that in the
history of nations as of families luxury and indolence lead
only to failure and decay. His Lordship said he deeply
appreciated the readiness of St. Patrick's branch to co-
operate in all work for the interests of holy Faith. He
congratulated the branchy on its jubilee and wished it. a
future of continued success."
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