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Faith of Qur Fathers

[A Wesziy InsTeRuorroN For Youwe anp Onn.]
OF THE INEFFABLE GOODNESS AND LOVE OF COD

TOWARDS MAN AND OUGR DUTY IN GRATITUDLE

TO KELP HIS COMMANDMENTS,

3. The Height of the Love of (ad.

Q. 3. What iy meant hy ihe height of the loce of (nd?

AL By this is understood the inconceivahle excellency
and suhlfmi‘;y of those supernatural offects of MHis love,
which He hestows vwpon us i this world by 11is grace, and
Las prepared for ws in the worktd to came, in H‘i,\; (itvrnul
slory 3 which are su fir superior in valne and dignity, to
:;ll .tlio.su gouds which He hestows an us in Lho'm'dm'_ul'
nature, thit they will not admit of a comparison with
them; and have ihis further advantage alse over thom,
that ;\'lll‘l‘(‘}l\ Almighty God in giving us all kinds ¢ natural
soods, pives us only the use of them, reserving to Himself
the Tull power ol taking thew from us again when [fe
pHenses ilc has, on the contrary, haund Himscl.t' by Tix
siwered  pronuse, that when onee He heetows  His super-
natural coods on o soull Fle will never daprive her of
them :1‘,’,illfll in this world, anless by hier awao St in Uhe
shuse of her Uree will, she forfoits them and throws them
Fram: hers and o the world o cone, when ju possession of
His eternal clore. He will put her under the happy Tin-
possilnlity of ever havine i 1 hier power Lo lorferl i,

Q.60 Wherein <loes the sublimite of these supernatural
coods consisg o )

AL It consists Tnothis: tUnn by commuuiceating  His
Divine grace to onr souls, He gives us o new manner of
existonce - snpernatural heiwe s spiritual dicnity, .1;\'
whiel wo are exalted Trom the low condition of our oative
dist, and servite states to the subitie aod cmisent digminy
af heing really and truly the intimace frionds of God, AYUIN
af |lt'ilt;_' Hix adopeed elitldven- oartaking, in g mast odnie
able wawaer, of His Bivine natuee. and unitesl 1o 1 by
the strictest tivs of nnion. St Peler. speakime ol this
cffect. of Divine grace. savs, “He s wiven us great and
procions prowises. that by these von owae he msde par-
Lukers of the Divine natore™ 2 Per. 0 1 And the wise
man savs of 1t that (it s 8 vanar of the power of Gaod,
and a certain pure emanation of the glory of the Mmighiy,
and therckore no defiled thing can come near it— (hay i
Is the hrightness of eteraal Helhe and couveveth fiself
inte holy souls. and maketh friends of Gad™ (Wisd, vii, 95,
Henee l;llt' Blessed Saviour savs, =1 will not uow call

Vo
servants, for the servan knaweth nor what Dis loed doil,
But T have called vou fricieds, because all thines: whintsa-
ever 4 have heard of My Father, T have wade known Lo
vou' (John xv. 13, Here He nar only shows the dirmity
of being His triends. to which He raises us, hut also the
intimate manner in which He treats ns as His Dejends
by communicativg Hix heavenly (ruihs o us. Bub the
effects of His love do not stop heve, By (his parlicipation
of Thimself, which s grace conununivates to onr soqis
He exalts us to that nweoneeivalle Cuymity of being §lis
adopted  children.  “Behold," says e hicloved  diseinle
what ananner of charity the Father Teuh hestowold vpon
us, that we should be called. and should he the sons of
God”” (1 John iii. 1), Now what human nuderstanding cau
frame any idea of this most exalted diguity thad we, whe
are by nature dust and ashes, and of ourselves nothing
and \:iltlif-}.’, should be so highly honored as 1o he not anly
allowed, but even entitled {o address ourselves to Lhe g'l‘v:ii..
cternal, incatmprehensible Being, before Whow the plll;n'rf
of heaven tremble, with the contidence and afiection ol
children? “for you have net received the spivit of hondage
again in fear, hut yvou lisve received the spirg ni."'a(lq‘p_
tion of sans whereby we cry Abba, Faiher” (Rom. viii. 15).

Now this dignity of beiug sons of God. is not an Ivmpt_\'
title of honor, which hrings no solid ;1clv:mt;1§:o. ig our
souls, but it is a dignity which car‘rios‘ along with it o
full and perlect right to the greatest of all ‘gond—‘-—t(l) th.c‘
thnly real good—the Fossession of God Himself, an(llol' HI‘?
eternal glory in Ths kingdom; “We are the S(ms-oi Gad. ‘
says St. Panl. “and if sonx, heirg alsa: }.lf‘.il'ﬂ h“‘(}"f“l ‘01
God, and joint beirs with Clirist™ (an,' vili. ?.r‘\. Heirs
of that eternal kingdom. in which God Tiimsell is our ro-
ward e.\:(:eedi-ng great!  Heirs .of that happiitess whieh so
far exceeds everything in ihis world, that it cannot enter
into the heart of man to form any canception af it! A

happiness the possession of which can never be taken from
us, and which will never cloy! a kingdom ihat will never
end, where “we all, beholding the glory of the Lord with

open face, are transformed into the same image from glory

to glory, as by the spirit of the Lord” (1 Cor. 1ii. 18); and
where *we shall be like to Him, because we shall see Him
as He is” (1 John iii. 2). 8o that what David saxs shall
then justly be upplied to us, I have said, Yon are gods,
and all of vou the sons of the Most High” (Ps. Ixxxi. 6);
hut what uman mind, yea, what angelical understanding,
15 eapable of forming any adequate idea of such an extra.
ordinary favor—such  excessive liberality—such singular
magnificence—-such sublime henefits as the infinite love of
God has here bestowed wpoi ns® Tt has gone so far, that
His omnipotence can g0 no turther; for whal ean God
Afnughty  give better or more excellent than Mimseli®
What return of gratitude and love are not we hound to
mike for such nnparalleled soodness? Iy there any ohe-
divnce we ean give Mim. which can bear the smallest pro-
portion L whal we owe Him? And shall we refuse that
iittle which we can do¥ What shocking ingratiinde would
this he!
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Venerable Bellarmine Beatified - Yatican Council

Tl fast of the three Beatifications ammounced for this
springe {savs dumeriea) taok pluce on Mav 13,
Vienerable Rohort Bellarmine, of the Socicty of Jesus, way
proclaimed  Blessed.  Cardinal Merry del Yal pontificated
ot the ceremonies of Beatification which
with unusnai

when the

were carried out
pomp. An amusually laree numher of Car-
dinals took part in the saered functions,
twa Jesuit Cardinals, Billog, and Ehrle,
wlli. Granito det Belnante, Vieo,
State to his Haoliness, Bouzano, Litely Apostolic Delegate to
the United  States, Van Rossum,  Frihwirth, Sewpinells,
and others, Fhe Armeninn Patriareh was alsy present and
with him, a delewntion of ceclesiastios and  lavmen
archiepiscopul seo of Capua, as well
Montepnleiano, the dioeese in
Blessed  wax horn,

among them the
Cardinals Vannu-
Gavparri, Seeretary of

from
as the
which the new
With these there assisted representa-
tives of the Belliormine Faomily on the paternal side, as well
s ol the Sivnnese Cervings from which Bellarmine's mother,
A sister of Pebe Mareellys 11, was descended. The Ceneral
of the Jesuits, with his official family. was alse present,
At the aftermoeon ceremonies, when the Pope came down to
the Basilica of 8. Peter's to pray before the picture of
the newlyheatified . the archdiveese of Capug was espe-
cially honored when {he Archbishop of that See pontifieated
il Benedietion,

Tt will he vecalled {hat in his Christmas Enevelieal,
the Hoix Father hinted that the sessions of the
Comneil. interrupted in 1870, might be continned at some
not distant date. e intimated also that there we
difficulties in the way. Tl
has, 1

Belliirmine's
Bishop of

Vatican

e manv
1w bint given five months aro
now seems, eventuated in oa rumor that the Pontiff
intends to reconvoke the Vatiean Council in the autumn
af 1025 and that some 2200 bishops and prelates will he
Summened from all parts of the world Tt will be remem-
bered that it will e Just 1600 yoars sinee the first Eeumeni-
eal Council, that of Nice in Bithynia, assembled wnder
Pope St Sylvestoer.
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Catholic Action

Cardinal Gasparri, Su('rs'im'_\_’ of Siate, assisted at the
opening of ihe pew headguarlers provided in fome for
the Contral Council of the “ltalian Action and the Tedera-
tion of Catholie Men.” The Cathelic Action and the Fede-
ration of Catholic Men has hately  hee

n extremely active,
tuking a sirong and sal

wtary initiative in every social,
cihzcational and religions movement that aims at the for-
mation of an enlightencd and zealous Catholic lnity. In
the ceremonies, the Cardinal was assisted hy Mgr. Pizzardo
and the President of the Catholie Action.  After the cere-
monies of the hlessing of the huilding, and a disconrse of
weleome to the Cardinal from the President of the Catholic
Action, the Secretary of State to hig Hnlincss_ stated that
the Sovereign Pontiff had the fullest confidence in thase at
present at the head of the Catholic Union. and declared
that whatever their political preferences might be as eitj-
zens, as leaders of the Cathclie Union they h

ad no parti-
cular obligations to any ane political party.
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