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The Early Days of the Church
in Tasmania

At a recent ceremony of blessing and opening a new
school (St. Joseph’s), at Hobart, his Girace the Most Rev.
Dr. Delany, Archbishop of Hobart, in the course of an
address to the assemblage, said (as reported in the Catholic
Standard) : —

It has been repeatedly said that Father Therry founded
the Catholic Church in 'Pasmania, and that St Joseph's
School was one of his foundations. T wish to correct a false
impression to which this report may naturally give rise,
Not Father Therry, bat Father Conolly founded the Tas-
manian Catholic Chureli, and it was Bishap Willson, not
Father Therry who started the first school at St. J oseph’s,
I tecl it to be a duty of my position to say this.  Seme vears
apo a certain nglish Benedictine pricst publislied o hook
dealing with the eurly Listory of the Catholic Churels in
Anstralia and Tasmania; very recently n voung priest of
the Archdiocese of Svdney likewise published o ook on
the life and work of Father Therry.  The Benedictine was
unjust hoth 1o Father Therry and Fatlier Conolly, and that
I am satisfied was due o Lis ignorance of the ficld ol
their labors. He relied on documents alone. The Tater
writer has been no dess unjust to #ather Conolly, and for
the same reasan. Now I am in g pusition to appraise Father
Conolly’s work more justly. | know all thoe vround over
which his apostolic lahars extended, and that, single-fandoed,
for fourteen years.  All that time Tather Thersy wus
meritoriously emplaved on the mainiand, but not in sueh
isolation nor beset with conditions at ail s disconragime
as those which opposed Father Couolly without u lireak.
Nocial conditions for the priests were far pleasanter in
Sydney and New South Wales than they were in THaohart,
A most intense antipathy te the Catholic Church ragod
during the “twenties of that century. The fight snstained
in Trelnnd espeeially on hehalf of Fmancipation from the
disabilities under which Catholies were ostracised  wher.
ever the British Flag waved, wroused a storm of viralens
No Popery.  But when at length in £929, ihoe Eimancipation
from at least the most odious exelusions against Catholies
was earrvied through, when O'Connell at the head of
compact hody of Catholivs entered ile louse of Commons,
and Catholie Peers were un longer exeluded from the Tons.
of Lords, the new spirit of the time also passed a Reform
of such a far-reaching watuve in parhamentary representa-
tion, that in a few years the cntire sestem of administralion
in these calonies hecame fair to Catholies.  ther Conoliy
having lived through the dark duve, was, 1 resret to say,
harshly and unjustly treated by ilie new men who came aut
te rale the Charch. and that. whew they had friends, nes
enemies in the places of power.  Rut it is to Father Conob
we owo the possession of more than thirteen acres of Churen
land in the heart of Hoburt. Al Ut Father Therry
secured here or elsewhere ix only one rood and o fos perelies
—the site on which are crowded St. Joseph's Chureh, and
Convent and School. If he planned a sehoal, and raised
somo portion of a wall a few feet above the cround. i
was net he but Bishop Willsou who bad to hring the huili-
ing to completion. It was the Bishop who appainted to iis
charge a man whose memory is not Lhelv to fade from the
present or immediate generation of Hobart Catholics, T
refer to Mr., William Raper. For mauvy vears Mr. Roper
formed the minds of hoys and girls in that old school ol
8t. Joseph’s, and although ke was paid ns teacher hy
the Government he ceased not to teach and defend 1he
religion he had embraced and in which lie reared up a large
family, all of them seund Catholics aud cducated men
women. It was Bishop Willson, too. who intreduced s
smail band of Sisters of Charity from Svdinev.  He hroughi
them to Hobart, not to teach in s <choal. which WK,
as I have said competently staffed, Lot o aid him in the
great and urgent work to which Providenee had so signally
called him, the instruction und salvation of the conviel
prisoners.  And in that blessed held of his great endeavors
the Sisters of Charity made a name for themsclves.

Later on, when Mr. Roper’s advanced vears seemed
to eall for other provision in the School, the late A rehlishop,
who had succeeded Dr. Willson folt that it was vain to
expect many Mr. Ropers, who would work at ance 1o satisfy
State requirements, for which they were paid, and devote
time to religious instruction for which they were not paid.

Ho boldly resolved to have good Catholic teachers even
without State zssistance rather than uncertain tenchers
with such assistance. Then he feund in the Sisters of
Charity and in the Presentation Sisters the loyal helpers
whow he needed. In his declining years when | was sent
to his aid his first reqguest to me was to take charpge of the
Diocesan Catholic Schoals. After a while the prospect was
darkened by the passage of the Teachers' and Schools’
Reristration Act. Nearly all the se-called private schools
went down under its operation. We were anxious. We
tined onee more to our Sisterloods und to the Christian

Brothers, and we turned to our Catholjc people. It was a

zreat test of their loyalty to Church and Wuith, Well, the
result as yon see in this magnilicent schon] hefore you, shows
we did not appeal in vain.  And it is the same thronghout
the diocese,  OF the ontire Catholic population, including
the “nominals,” of Tasmanin one tonth je represented in
the children who attend onr Cathalic Sehools.  And the
spirit and the courage which huave achieved {1his show no
sign of weukening,  Pricsts and people in many quarters
ave calling out for the Catholic Sehonl and are prepared
to meel the cost,

—_— e e
Pope Creates Two New Cardinals

Av the Whitsun Consistory (savs Caflinfic News Servicee,
London, tor Jiune 2 Pope Ping X1 created two new Car-
dinals, and imposed the Red Hat on two ol the Cardinals
who were ereated at his firse Consistory. .

The new purparoti are Mgr. Naselh-Rocea, Archhishop
of Bologna, from which See Benediet XV, came, and Mger.
Sincere, who iy Assessor of (he Consistorinl Congregation.

Cardinal Reig, who now foes 1o Toledo a8 its Arch-
bishop anid the Primate of Spaif, was raised to the Purple
last Deeember, ax also was Cardingl Locatelli, who has
st relingquished  the ,\'um‘inslrip at Lishon. Both their
Entinences received the scarlet zuchetto ar the hands of
the Head of the State—Cardinal Reier from thé King of
Spain, and Cardinal Locatell from the Portugese President.
Bui the veception of the Red jiaf was deferred until Jast
woel.

The Holy Father's Mloention al the Seeret Consistary
has attracted o great deal of attention. nof uonly In Rome
anmd Maly, hat in vutside countries sy well, l

After declaring thai {he Holy  See woulil
upholding the Churels elaims in ¥
ol Pulestine, (he Holy Farh
world conditions,

persist
wrd fo the Holy Places
eromade & owide referonee to

“Our paternal eves,” said his Holiness, “see in tho
crowds of combatants some of the hest of Onr childron, for
vartons reasons heloved by this Holy Apostolic See. Woe sea
the children of the Islind of Saintx, alse the children of
the Island of Angels, the children of the Chureh’s Tidest
!):lllglltel'. and alse children of that Catholic Germany who,
mospite of her defection, four centuries agep, ;
known, even during the terrilyle war,
tribulation. how {6 veward |

has always
ot daring the present
s with sueh studions fervor and
suck solid and industrious organisation of Catholie Iife.
We  must specially remark the immense losy which all
religions institntions and works are sustaining amang all
these Onr sons, whose sifferings only

make them more
dear. ’

In {ouching on religions conditions in Russia, his Holi-
ness spoke by name of the Catholie and Orthodox clergy
who had, in site of the protestations of the Holy See:,
been made to suffer for their religion =t the hands of the
B‘ulshr'nk\_ From the hlood which had heen shed, the Holy
Father declared. would spring the sceds of 4 renewed and
vigorons growth of Christianity.  Nor, continaed the Holy
Pather, would recont events in Russia fessen in 1he fem;b
the solicitnde of the Holy See for the starviag and suffering
prople,

Ficonnmemoration of Ieo XITl's  areat Encxelieal
evim ‘\"ur(rrum, a delegation of the organisation of Clris-
nan Co-nperatives waited on his Holiness and was received
i private aundience.  Refore the audience the delegntes
wers pernitted to assist at the Pope’s private Maxs, when
they received Holy Communion from his Holiness, .

Rignor Chiri, whe Feaded the delegation, read a litile
address, tu which the Pope replied very nﬁ"octimmt{\lv, and
afterwards the delegntes Ppresented a sonvenir ip the. shape
of some very fine study furniture, which hagd ‘
specially  for the Pope by.the Union
Brianza.
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