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their altitudes, ete. You know his heart is ever with his
own beloved Alps. 1 preseated te his Haliness » little
party of priests who came with me, Thig puarty included
my two dear old friends, Father Dunne and Father Walsh:
also my own diceesau, Father O'Neill, who is just about
to finish his post-graduate studies here. And there were
pwqr‘ut too, a couple of Dublin priests whe happened to
be m Rome on haliday at the time.”

“Your Lardship intends staying here for some time?”

“No. My programme allows me just @ couple of
weeks.  The tune scemy all too short, [or Rome is so YOty
attractive 1o a priest. Then 1 have found several new
friends as well as some old owes,  Father Matthew Sinith,
who was well known in New South Wales some YOATS Ao
as an energetic missionary, is here now in the responsihle
position of  Assistunt-Generul of the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart, He has heen wniformly kind to me during
my visit to Rome. My usual cicerone is Father 0'Neill,
whose knowiedge of Rome and things Toman is delight-
fully oxtensive.

I have el the Trish Franciscans here in
their beautiful cloisters at St. lsidore's: they have an
Avstraline student there, a vounyg cleric from Richmenl
outside Melhonrne. 1 was entertained alse at the head-
quarters of the Carmelites, where 1 met Fathers Magenmy
and Ronayne. The former is ihe Father-General and -the
latter 1% the Assistant-General. Fach of those wentlemen
has Australian experiences. as they hotlh have worked as
priests for some years in South Australia and Vietoria.
Speaking of the Carmelites veminds me ol a vers pleasing
funetion at which I was present, namely the tuking posses-
sion of his titulav church of Santa Maria in Traspontina
by lus Eminence Carvdinal Nasalli-Rocea.  Yeu know that
a new Cardinal is appointed by the Taly Father to what
is ealled the title of a Toman church. When Lhe Arch
hishop of Bologna was made Cardinal e asked the Pope
for the title of this particntar chureh of the Carinelites.
At the ceremony of incducticn as ticnlar of the chureh. the
new Cardinal was woarmly welcomed by the Faiher-General
i an impressive address, ane his response was strikingly
eloguent.  The Halian language seems to lend itself easily
to cloquence, for i is ovidently very wusieal.  Speaking
of languages, do vou know that I have heen agreeably sur-
prised at the progress af the Irish Iangnage hore, espeetaliy
amoang the students? In the Trish College and in several
other Irish estallishments in the Eternal City, the dear
old tongue seems to be the ordinary made of connnunica-
tion among the rising reneration.”

“May T ask your Lordship to tell me what vou think
of the present state of affairs in lreland ¥

“Well, T scarcely feel mysell to be o g position to give
any sort of adequate reply to that question. You see, it
seems to me to be primarily a domestic question for
Irishmen actually living in Treland. T have fived so much
out of Ircland that, aitheugh T love it with all mv leart
and desire to see it happy and prosperous, 1 hesiiate to
pronounce a verdiet or te give a definite opinfon as to
the riglts or wrongs of the present dispute. | beliove
that we Trishmen whe live abroad may possibly serve Ire-
land best by our prayers before the throne of God.”

With this the interview elosed. His Lordship loft
Romoe on Monday, 28th May, for Lourdes en ronte to [re-
Tand.

—SraNNous,
S aats
Five Cures at Lourdes

Fhe fiest greai mational pilgrimage of the soar to
Loeurdes has gone and roturned (savs Cathofic News Serriee,
Loudon}, and of the 106 sick easex, cizht of them so severe
that stretchers had Lo be used for the whele jouraey. fve
authentie cases of ecures are reported,

These cures have
not. Leen accepted and certified by the Bureau des Cone
testations at Lourdes, that deficteney. however, js merely
eehnieal; since the nersons concerned bear all the outward
marks of relief from their infirmitics. The most remark.
“able, and authewtic, of these cures is that of an Irish ladv
]n'm,r_{ in London.  For seven years and a half she had not
walked, her affliction being spinal tronlle aud neurasthenin,
After hathing in the piscinas she was able to walk, and
even if the eure is nat cortified Lthe fact remains #hat this
lady walks after having heen hed-ridden for seven and a
half vears. Another Irish pilgrim, from Clacton-on-Sea,
left behind her at Lourdes practical signs that her infirmity
had departed from her. A leg iron and crutches, which
enabled this pilgrim to walk, were shed at Lourdes, the

leg iron at the Grotto and the crutches after the Proceasion
nf the Blessed Sacrament. Apain, ithe Bureau des Con-
lestations has not certified this enre; hut the pilgrim went
a ‘eripple to Lourdes. and returned to London able to walk
without any surgical aids. A wan from Dover whe had
suffered ten years from deafness, declares his hearing re-
turned after hathing in the waters at Lourdes.

%\nswers to Correspondents

ODaent.- Short story lut the first fonce badly.
Gowrrke.—Thanks for sending us vour verses.

We cannot
imiprove on the sound advice given by Dr. Johnson to
A young poctess, whe, while he was reading her effort,
remarked hovefully =T have other irens in the fire tou,
sirs” i Pug this with them, my dear!”

Axxors——We do not ron o medical department, so that
woe really reuret that we cannot reeommend a garele
likely to hely yonr singing. Personaily we should be
shul Eo get w preseription that would keep other people
from trying to sing within ten miles of us.

macirnos.—We have more than onee said that we know
B betler works on early Irish Listory {han Dr. Toin
MaeNedl's two volumes on early Irish history.  But
they are not easy reading.  However, do not pretend
that you know auything abont the subject unless vou
lave read them.  As for the hest hook of ihe later
revival, we hold it s Pearse's volume of plays and
sEOPIes.

H. M —There is cortainly uo disgrace attached {o receiving
the old age pension. We only repret, ihat onr own
haptismal cerrifiente is an obstacle e securing it for
the present. ax the Government does not take inte
aceonnt that an editor travels towards old ape at
the rate of & year per week.,  Tn the Dunedin elimate
the speed s even more terrifie.

OOK NOTICES ()

Elliot Smith, F.R.8. Per Angus and
Rnhvrtxml, Syvdney.  4/6 net.

This volnme contains o colleetion of articles econtri-
huted 1o the Daily Telegioph by the anthor, whe has heen
persuaded to colleet them in view of the great interest in
tho recent researches displaved by the public. The hook
s excellently preduced, and the illustrations are numerous
and interesting. It will be read cagerty by all who appre-
ciate the value of those diseoveries of an aneient and won-
derfiil eulture in the Orient.

Medieal Proof of the Mivaculous, by . Te Bec.
Inted from the ¥French by H. K. Tzard, with an intro-
duction by Wrnesy W Ware, MDD, M.RB.CS Per
Angus and Robertson.,  Priee 6/6.

In an age when materialism scoffs at the supernatural
and ai the same fime exhibits a wonderful credulity wlhere
chavlatans are concerned a documented study of the miracu-
lous cures ut Lourdes is particularly interesting.  This
volume by Dro Le Bee lias heen already tramslated into
many Furopean lanpguages, and is now presented in Fng-
Lish By a bighie quatified translator. It deals with a num-
ber of Lvpical eases of miraenlons cures, and the aothor
clrimis that whoever examines them with scientific care
will be Tarced ta mlmit the positive intervention of the
supernatural. Ween magniry by qualilied judpes iz wel-
eomed, and the contention is that the resnlt will he evidence
of the intervention of a force superior to nafure to explain
the vapudity or the mstantaneonsness of the eure.  Ameong
the pathological cases chosen for inguiry are varicose veins.
suppurative iracture of the leg, Tupus, club feet, intestinal
perforations, recurring caneer. ete. Fach cuse is deseribed,
its anthentieity established, the ahsence of the time @ctor
and the material impossihility of a natural cell production’
to produce the anatomical repair of the lesions, explained.
Ordtnary medical and seientifie eriticisin is applied to the
stady of the cuves, which are of sucl varied type. The
imvsterious foree, which must be supernatnral, is sometimes
seen to use existing hiving tissues, while in other cases
there appear elements not existing in the hody imme-
iately hefore the cure, or. again, the disappearance of
marhid existing matter. as in the case of cancer. is egm-
pletely effected by a phenomenon which scoms o he the .
inverse of ereafion.
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