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the fruits of their teil. They ‘passed through glory's
morning gate and walk in Paradisc’ But they are not
dead; they are only gone hefore. They live in their de-
scendanis, "They live in their pioncer lahors, which
main to this day. They live in the ingpiration which
thewr work and worth and example will be o New Zealand
for generations vet uwhorn.” )

At the close of his speech. the Bishop dictriboted o
series of hadges to the surviviog wembers of
pioncers present in the hall.
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CONCLUSION O CELEBRATIONS,

The third and final the social celebradions
was i soclal evening o the Town Hall, the eurly protecrs
mangurating the soctal by performing one of Uhe fine nld
Boheminn peasant danees, to the strains of their vational
bagpipes. The remminder of the music of 1he secial eveninge
was supplicd by Mreo Alhert Schollum™s il oreliestea
from B Omaha. and by il Puboi Bandd fanurled in
103, which also performed outside the Town Hall during
the dax.

stage of

Raeey

New Convent School at Eltham

BLESSED AND OPEXNED BY ARCHBEISHOP ("SI,

The new Catholie Convent Schaol recontly estahlishod
o Eltham, was oflicially opened ar noon to-day in the
presence  of wathering of the public
children (says the Kihom drgus Tor July 11).
O'Shea officinied in connection the
nony, commenced at [E ., with
Mass in the churel, eelobrated T the Bey.
o Wanganui,

a large wind  selonl

Archibishon

with dedication eere-
Iieh
Father Ontirim,
This was Tollewed by a proeession of (he
conveul pupils and the Arvehhizhop il clergy ionards (e
school, where his Grace performed e corenomies praper
to the oceasion,

which Soleno

Addressing the enthering from the school steps, Lhe
Archibishop expressed pleasure i heing able (o olliciate
at the opening corentony of such an mposing ~elioal, which
was that day heinge dedieatod 1o ihe sredi cnnse ol rebivions
education for the Catholic children of Pliham.  The Privees
offered up and ritual porformied, e said. tiplored  the
blessing of  the Almighiv e ondy on the school ol
teachiers, but also on all who were tanehe within 1is walls,
The principal reason for the estalifisheny of Privaie Cath-
olic Institutions was the helief that relicion. traiig,
all neeessary i the proper edieation of the ehiblron,
they beleved that edueation net aswocinted with
teaching was ot effective.
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Thranghant the lenmth and
hreadth of New Zealand the Caiholic cemmnniiy were huild-
ing private schools and erquipping thein on g that
rated them second to ne other fustitution in the Domivion.
T other conutries, such as the United States and Australia,
i addition Lo paying the Gaxation imposed Tor the .
temanee ol the Siate schools, the Cathaolie peeple there
contributed liberally towards the upkecp of splendil pr
mstitntions that permizied of religious tr
maniier.
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annng moa worthy
While renlising that ihese privide schools meant
coustderably more expenditire {he peophe i {lose
and in New Zealand were prepared to make o hig sserificee
in order that their children shaukl receive nroner
and be brought up in the luith.

conntries

erueaiion
The training of the con-
seietee was an hmportant factor in determining the chnr-
acter of the future ciiizen, and it was to impress on e
chitd-niind that religions teacking and eduention went hand
in hand that these schools were heing built. That was one
reason why the Catholie peaple were preparved Lo make
such  sacrifices— it “was for religion und  oducation, 1le
could well wnderstand the unhelievers and Bolsheviks at-
tempting to do awny with relicious Lraining when they
neither helieved in God nor the hereafler, That was ()ll]'\'
to be expected from @ nation \\']lir-ll had list ¥y (‘Ilris[inﬁ
religion,
Christian civilisation, in lis opinion, could
and must fall sooner or inier if Christian cdueation was
not' adopted. One tesult was to he seen in the ehnos
in Russia, where relivion was persecuted, and the Govern.
ment had taken stringent measures {o prevent religious
teaching amone the children. Again, il there \\':m.nnl\'
one class of school in New Zealand, thev would Inve 't
monopoly of the educational facilities, whiel according
to the Archbishop, would not he ta the henefit of the
country nor the children, as the s¥steme would be inelined
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to degencraie in standard for dack of competition. The
Catholic institutions had set o high standard which was
maintained, " consequently the competition was keen, 1In
contributing to these schools they were assisting areatly
towards progress and cfficiency in the community. There
were people with strange ideas—bureaucrats and bigots—
concerning denominational schools, which they desired to
abulish. . The bureauerat disliked free thought and conse-
quentiv objeeted Lo the liherty allowed in the edncation
ol the children, while the bigot held narrow views and
coull see nothing hevond his particular ken. However, as
long as they had a revresentative Government the bureau-
eral conld he checked by appeal to the politician, if not
to the latter’s sense of justice, {hen to him personally at
the eleclion poll. The deeling in morality and the Christian
civilisation generally had beenr conunented wpon by news-
papers and writers recently, but he pointed out that ib
was impossible 1o regain mental balance %o long as the
peaple refused religions teaching.  Secular education was
desiroving the influenee of the Chnreh on the children of
to-daye and il fhe schosls did not give relizious teaching
they would in xears to come have a country without re-
ligion, which in {time would mean the loss of overy vestige
of civilisation handed down by their fathers. New Zea-
land. at least, did vot mean to he acensed of failing
o wive its seliool children religions instrietion, and the
Catholic people_he knew were propared to make big saeri-
fices: i order that their ehildren should be so edueated.
Al over ihe Dominion school bnildings sweh as the one
heing apened, were heing established, and, although there
wight be o clashing of interests at present he was sure
ithai their dellow-eountrymen would in future bless the
Catholie people for the excellent work. In conclusion ihe
Arehbishop congratnlaied Father Moore, the parishioners,
and all whe had contributed towards the construction of
the building, whieh was worthy of the hirhest praise and
conimendation,

Falher Maoore intimated that n contribution of £50
Lad been veceived from an anenymous subscriber, for the
huiliding, and announced that he would supplement that
with a further donation of £50.

RECEPTION AND CONCERT.

A reception aud coneert in the Eltham Town Hall was
tendered 1o The Arechbishop in the evening. With hig
tivace on the platform were Pathers Moore, Outtrim, Edge,
aud the Deputy Mayor, Mre. J, Carter, whe, on behalf of
the peaple of Eltham, extended to their distinguished
vistior u cordial weleome. He referred to the splendid
new sehools, erected at a cost ol £3000, which large amount
wits practically paid up already owing to the generosity
ot the local people, non-Catholic as well as Catholic.

Father Moore, the moving czuse of Bliham’s educa-
tional and culiural progress, rising amidst prolonged ap-
planse. expressed, in his usual felicitons style and with
his own inunitable eloguence, his gratitude to all who had
helped to make the functions so snccessful. On  behalf
ol the parishioners of Eitham and Kaponpga, than whom
none under the starry banner of the Southern Cross were
more Joyal and devoted to their Faith, he welcomed the
Archhishop to this part of the archdioeese, and thanked
Iim for coming amongst them to open their new schools,
Already, at Waponga, the parishioners had erected schools
which were admired and praised even by erities hard to
please. Now Eltham had raised another such eloguent
monument {o the devetion of the flock and {o their de-
termination to provide for {he children an education worthy
of their Catholic iraditions. Indeed, Taranaki was the
place to come to see what was being done for Catholic
vditeation.  There was a magnificent school opened recently
close to the mighty murmur of the ocean hillows tlhiat break
on Opunake’s iron beach; noe motor could bear a tourist
so rapidly over the perfect roads round Kaponga but that
he would he brought to a pause when he noticed the fine
scholastic institution which as surely as the srowy moun-
tain pointed the way to God; and now in the Prosperous
town of FEltham another link had been added to this chain
of Catholic schools which in the ‘present and in the future
was going to bind the children of the Province in golden
bonds about the feet of God. He thanked them =ll; he
was proud of them all; and he regretted that he was
rendered speecliless by his emotion. (Cheers.)

An address of welcome from the convent pupils was
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