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Faith of Our Fathers

[A WeerLy InxstnuoTioN FoR YouNG AND Owubn.]
3.—0f God’s Dominion of Property Over Al Creniures,

Q. 16. What is the dominion of property?

A. It is the authority and right which one has to the
possession and the use of anything that belongs to him;
s6 that no other can deprive him of it without a crime;
and he himself is at full diberty to use 1t as he pleases; to
sell it—to give it away—to consume tt—to desiroy 1, or
any other way to dispoese of it, without being accountable
to anvone lor his conduct. This kind of dominion helongs
to every man with regard to those things which are entirely
his own property.

Q. 17, Has God this dominion of property over all
creatures?

A. He has, in the most unlimited manner: so thai they
and everything that helongs to them. are wholly and in-
alienably the property of God: He is their sole Lord and
Master—He can do with them what He pleases-——none can
hinder Him—none can resist Him—nor can anvoune find
fauit with Him for whatever He does——or sav to Him,
Why dost Thou se* He is absoluie and independent
whatever way He chooses 1o wreat them: He is accountable
to none for His conduct towards them. This the roval
prophet humbiy acknowledges in (hese terms: ©Blessed art
Thou, O Lord. the God of Israel our Father, [rom eternity
to oternity. Thine. O Lord, is magnificence and power,
and glory and victory, und to Thee 1= nratse: lor all that is
in heaven and in earth is Thine: Thine is the kingdom.
O Lord. and Thon avt shove all princes: Thine ave riches.
and Fhine iv glory: Thou hast dominion aver wll--in Thy
hand is power mwd might—-in Thy hand greatness, and the
empire ol all thpes™ (1 Cle xxix. 10 This dominion
of God, the hauzhty Nabuchodonosor contessed 1 the o

humble manner, in these words, after having experienced
the effeets of 11 fo bis eost: And 1 prared and olorified
Him Who lhiveth Tor ever e ever: for His power v overs
lasting power, and His kingdow i« 1o all generations- -1l thae
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing betore Him
for He doth according vo s willl as well with the powers
of heaven. as among the inhabitants of the earvth: and
there is none that ean resist His hand, or sax to Him,
Why hast Thou done it*" (Dan. iv. 3. This alto wax a
source ol comfort and counfidence to the yeed Mordeent: for
when he, and all ihe people of Tsrael, were upon the hrink
of destruction. from the malice of the wicked Hanwu, he
had recourse to God for deliverance, and began his praver
in ihis manner—0 Tord God, Almighty King, for all
things are in Thy power, and there is none that can resisi
Thy will, if Thou determine to save Tsracl. Thow thast
made heaven and earth, and all things that arve under the
vope of heaven: Thou art Lord of all, ard there is none
that can rtesist Thy Majesty” (Esth, xii., 9},

Q. 18 On what isx this dominien of property. which
Almighty God las over all ereatures. founded 7

A. On the same grounds with His dominion of jurisdice-
tion, to wit, His being our Creator. our preserver, and
our last end. And indeed (1) with regard to our creation
and conservation, who does not see what an immense right
this gives to God to do with us what ever He pleases?---
what greater property can one have in anything. thau in
tho work of his own lands? Tf a painter makes a picture
—if g sculptor makes a siatue—if an artisi of any kind
makes such a picce of work as is proper to his art, il
they make these things of their own materials, and for
themselves, have they not full power of them, to do with
them what they please? Tf the painter should tear or hurn
his picture—if the sculptor should grind his staiue to
powder, or throw it into the sea, could any one find fault
with them for doing so. ar eall them to an account for their
conduct? The ready answer of eack wonld he, Tt is my own.
T ran do with it what T please. Or could the picture ilself,
or the statue. if they had sense, complain of such treat-
ment? If they did. the ready answer would bhe by him
that made them—What tnjury have T done vou?® You had
vour being as a picture, or statue, from me: it was my own.
and cannot T take my own again from vou when I please?®
And what reply could he made to these answers® Now if
this be unexceptionably the very nature of property, and

especially over the works of one's own hands, who can
conceive the supreme power thai God has over us from this
consideration of His being our Creator® and stihl more
I'rc_)m the continual and essentivl dependence we have on
Him as our conservator? Thongh the painter lays on the
1:9!01‘.5; on canvas, aud makes the figure and form of the
pieture, yet he did not make the colors themselves, nor give
the cauvas its existence: though the senlptor euts and
carves the wood or stone, and farms it into the figure of
aoman, yet he did not ercaie the substance of the wood,
1or give being to the stone: hnt the agreat (iod not only
aves us the figure and form we hayve, ar \

cand whatever else we
PSECES

Chut He gives us our very substance—our very cxist-
elice—our being: :

He makes us what we 2ve, not ont of anv
matter independent on Thm, but He creates t] :
itsell af
nothing

w very mattor
which wo are composed, ot of nofling. We have
|_1||t wlat i< wholly His gift: and as we cannot suh-
instant without Hin, so we, and all that we have
and all things else, still continne Jtis absolute i
st wholly dependont npon Him,  Caonsequently,
ever way He is pleased (o treat us. He o ,
I He hestow any cift or henefit on
His pure liheral

sIst one

properiy,
m what-
an «la us no injury.
! us, it is the effect of
re li y. withent any vight or title on our part
frreeelye it and in giving it 1o us He does nut give ip
.Hlv\ -p'mpm't_‘r to it but can. without ihe least shadow of
mjustice, take it from uy when He will, 1f He hestow
H}“\ s more upon one than ansther whe oo find fault
with THm? He decs no mjory to thowe thai receive sy,
S ot dawiul for Me™ savs Heo o da with My own
what T will? (A, xx.. 15y What do [ owe vou ?.‘\\']]nt
el b ever receive Trom vau®  Wha haik gi\'m; Ale hetfore
Al things thiat are under heaven
e silver i Mine, ad the
wold s Mine, sidd the faord of Host (Mag i1 9. Be-
hold the Leaven i {he Lo Thy God'ss and ilie heaven of
Boavemrs, the eartd, andd ail things that are therein' (Dent.,
X B 2 TThe Most Hich ralerh in the kirgdom ol men,
anel P will sive to whomsoever 1y <hal) vlease Him, and He
will appotnr the Lasest man over 310 (Dan, w1 In
FRe amanier, 10 He <hould reduce us (o npoverty—alttlict us
"»'.'i_th pain=-appress ns with sicknessc—overwhelm s with
nseries—whao shall darve 1o conmlain® or

that | should vepay Ling -
are Mine (Joh sl 20

| who lias o right
toampose Him? o Cannot 1 odo with vou as the potter, O
House of Iseael ¥ suith the Lord. Behold, as clay is in the
hand of the potter, co ave you in My Juimd, 0 House of
Fsrael™ (ler. xviin, Gi. -0 man, who art thow that repliest
awainst God¥  Shall the tiang Tormed. sav fo Ilime that
Pornred 1E0 Wity hast Than made me thus® () hath not the
potter power over the cluy—ef the same lnmn io mako
ene vessel tnlo honor, and another intn dishoner =’ (Ron.
ix.. 20, “The potter tempering  soft clav, with labor
Fashioneth evory vessel for onr service, and of the same
elay e maketh loth vessels that are for clean use, and
Hiiewise sueh as serve (o the contrarve: but what 1s the
use of these vescels the potter is the indee™ {(Wis, xv). And
who shall then dave (o find lauli with 1he ;\]Illiplllt_\:‘ what-»
ever way He shall be pleased 1o treat us. Woe to him that
ginsaveth his Maker. a shred of the earthen pots: shall
the elay say to him that Vashioneth it. What art thou mak-
ine? and thy work is without hangds > (Is. xlv., 9.

Sae’s

Papal Mission to Russia will Continue

For all the bitter persecution of Catholies by the Bel-
shevists and their incitement of the Yalian Communists to
place the Pove on trial in alsentiv, it is understond thet
there s to be no relaxation of the offorts of the Papal
Mission to the victims of 1{he Russinn Camine (savs f'utholic
News Nevvier, London), )

The Hely See is fo continue its charitable work, and
the Papal agents will go o as heretofore, while the sib-
seription list for funds will remain onen.

When two are willing with none clse near,_
When both are thrilling and kuow no fear.
Wlhen vouth and beauty wre in their prime,
Any old season is ““Kissing Time!"

Where Cupid's torch is a' glowing flame
Winter and summer seem much the same.
When kissnig couples have eolds to endure

Ts time for Woods® Great Peppermint Cure.
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