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Now lef us take what 1 may call an example on the
right wing, an extreme example of ill-dving, affecting the
very life of the State aud yeb kept dark. 1 mean the
accusation against Lloyd George of treason in 1917,

To-day wen begin to Lake that once incredible picco
of work for a piece of actual history. The accusution was
of course known to the Continent, and even to many people
here, at the time; but 1t was first printed in the most
important of English weekly reviews as a koown fact in
the earlier purt of this year. 1t was repeated shortly after
in an important wonthly review, also ns a known fact, and
the politicians have atlowed the thing to go by default
without taking up the challenge! 1In the year 1917 Lloyd
George attempted Lo go behind the back of the French and
the Ttalinns and the Awmericans and to make a separate
peace with the Germans.,  That 1y the statement trumpeted
through the world—and the biow is received without reply.

How many Eaglishmen kvow that® Yet all Thistory
will take it for granted. For ecven if at this late hour
he were to prosecute and try to put me (for instanee) in
prison for peinting our the accusation under which he lay,
it would e too late to recover eonfidence.  All Tistory will
in a few vears gravely reeord the fact that in the very
agony of the Great War the Eoglish Gtoverument, or rather
its fAnancial masters. =ceretly fried 1o hetray its own
people and its allies. [o will be as much o thing taken
for gravted as Charles Vs suhsidy from Louis XTIV,

Well, that is the state of affairs. Tn maiters purely
personal (vet of vast interest o jusiice and common morals)
to matlers cancerning the inunedinte salvation of the State,
there is an nbiauitous corruption, dependent upon arganised
seerecy awd all the forees of the State—particularly the
courls al justice=-arc used 1o prevens Faglishmen  from
knowine what 1w geine on.

There is no renddy Tor sncehoa staie of ihings hut in-
formation,
is not axiomafic?

U mcan, of course, thare s no goackieed romedys There

I« not that elear? 1< i not seli-evident® T

are theoretic remcdios as many as von willl One might
imagine a popular moverent miraculons)y supporting some
perfectly honest reformer
and procecd to punixh the whole giug as they deserve.

who shondd make himself s kine,

Or one micht imazine one member of the mre togo mad
or suffer conversion and to publisli important truths and
send them out broadeasi. Butb that is to imagine some-
thing yuite ont of 1he real world

As things are, the only remedy B verpetual, repeated,
insistent expostwre. in Ahe hope that vhe aren which v
covers shall at fast grow <ufficieny o create aoreally awkward
and eflicient oppositivu.  Fhat epposition need not be a
majority, not the one-hundredih of o majority. 1t need
only be of w suflicient number and of suflicient driving power
to friehten insiend of merely annoying the little group
that G their pockets and satisly theiv vrivate ambilions
at the oxpense ol the nation,

But there's the rab ! Tn this paper the thing s done,
but it is done restrictediv. No one dares guote this paper.
though all Fleet Street reads it. Sooner or later what it
savs becomes common  knowledge—for instance. all the
warld knows now whar fo think of Marconi lsances, the
Viceroy of Tndia. Al the world knews what be did: and
the knowledee has effectually damnred L. Bui at the
time we were exposing this fellow and his brother there
was. i dead hoveott. ’ .

See the result. We had enough power 1o make the
nastiness cuier history. We had noel enouglt power fo

clennse the country of 1t while such a purge misght vot
have been of serviee. We were bke men who point ont
a paison bl have no sower o prevent its being adiministered
or to cheek its resulis,

So it s to-day.
tion henee will talk of 1917 and the atlempted treazon at

M Buwropean fustories half a genera-
the very crisis of the ware  Ttowill he as much a parl of
the El:lv‘up(':nl story ax Titus Outes ar Camipe-Basso, Mean-
while the harmn is deone and it will have worked ont its
full effects upen this unfortunate peonle long before the
remedy ean cateh it up. Tt has alveady given us Cannes
and Genoa. Tt will bring much more.

Tt was very wiscly said to me the other day: “T anx
ane rich man weuld have the patriotism to lose money (ov
one vear an a daily paper that told the trath, Fnoelind
might yot be saved.”

You will look in vain for such a rich man. But 1
thers not perhaps some other instrument which might he
brought into wse, subsidiary to the work dene by the New
Witiness?

Could we not huve public meetings?

Kvildoers are sometimes more afraid of a public meeting
than of a newspaper. There is something about the open
appeal, the chance audience, the presenee at such 1ffairs
of people who never read political matter, the collectica
enthusiasm proveked which under some circumstances will
lz.nve more effeet than any printed word of the same extena
ston. A daily paper, for instance, may sell half a million
copies and vet have less effect in some pronouncement it
makes than a large public meeting of five thousand.

1 suguest that we should organise n series of public

mectings to supplement the work of the New Witness.
The difficulty iu this as in all other attempts at reform is
money.  But T think that can le got over. There are
fairly large halls to be hired at no very greal expense
Telling the Aruth by word of mouth (Imlil{e the svttin;;,
up of it in type and the prinling of it on paper)rcost-.q
nothing.  As for the distribution of the trutl, the meetings
would of course De hoveotted Ly the general ]:rp.t;;;
exaclly as this paper is boveotted: but a public meeting has
ot a2 wonderful power of spreading news,  ¥or one man
that hears the actual words spoken, twenty men soon Lear
the echo of those words: that is not the case with print.

So let us organise public mectings upont the political
state of tho country, domestic and forcign.

I may be told that if we do.there will he prosecutions
Well. nething could possibly be more serviceable to Ene-
land ihan prosecutinus in sueh a connection—but T :1;1
alraid ghe cnlprits will eling desperately to plain Iying and
silence. Tt hetler suits their calibre, l
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Easter in London

A million people are supposed to have left London to
spensd the Laster holiduys either on the Continent or at
the seaside and other resorts.  That left a bare six millions
er o hehind., of whem a very genercus proportion found
lhm-r way to the churches, to judge hy the crowded congre-
gations seen during Holy Week and Easter. To judge by
the closed doors, Good Friday is not a popular hely day
amengst the Nonconformists; but both the Catholic and
Vugliean eliirches were erowded, During Holy Week Lon-
ton soes w variety of special observances. There is, for
example. the distribvtion of the Royal Maundy in West-
min<ier Abbey on Maundy Thursday, when the prelates
and high officers of the Court who distribute the purses
vird themselves with towels—a reminder of the old Catholic
davs when the Sovereign and the bishops washed the feet
of certain poor men in imitation of Christ's action on the
nighi of the Last Supper.  This ceremony is now performed
in Westminster Cathedral. where the Cardinal Archbishop,
assisted by the memhers of the Metropelitan Chapter, goes
throngh the ceremony of the Mandeufum according to the
litual.  OF Paontifical ceremonies during the Holy Week
andd Faster ihiere is no Jack.  Six metropolitan archibishop-
vies i Great Britain and 17 episcepal sces, ave great eccle-
~iastiva] centres where the solemn ceremonies beginning on
Palmn Sundav reach their climax itn ihe Tontifical Mass of
Fasior Dax. Menevia is still without a Bishop, and the
Bishap of Hexlam and Neweastle is still seriously 1lE; so
in botl these diocosey there were no poutifical ceremonios.

Westminsier, as usual, was crowded to its doors ag all
the funetions, and batle the long ceremonies, the Mass and
Nessing of the Oils an Maundy Thursday, and the special
fiunetinns of Holvy Saturday, drew large numbers of men,
though hoth {Tese days are supposed to he business dagys.

The coming of the wireless brought to many a home
the zreai message of Good Friday, where otherwise the
dax might have passed without any mention of the Story
af the Redemption. During the evening the broadcasting
station sent out by wireless the Gospel narrative of the
Passion, interspersed with hymns. Tt was 2 solemn and
inspiring moment to “listen in”’ and hear coming from the
void sueh sonorous phrases as “Pilate therefore took Jesus,
and when he had scourged Fim, " The effect was
vorv striking, and must have brought a new meaning of
tlin snered story to manv.—atholic News Servier,
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