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Norway

The Catholic News Service tells us that while the
Church is not absolutely free in N Orway, many bene-
ficial changes have taken place and the future looks

bright. The weakest spot is the entire lack of native
priests and nuns. There is a vigorous parish life now,
and and Catholic organisations are flourishing. Twe
religious congregations of men recently established them-
selves in Norway: the French Domiunicans at Chris.
tiana, and the Picpus Fathers at Fredrikshalf. Thejr
arrival was preceded by the coming of the Sisters of
St. Joseph from Chambery, the Grey Sisters of St. Eliza-
beth from Breslau, and the Sisters of St. Francis Xavier
whose novitiate is at Bergen. The law agaiust the
Jesuits has, on the advice of leading Lutherans, been
regarded as a dead letter pending its abrogation.

Italy

Mussolini goes forward all the time, Having
proved his strength in dealing with Communism he
proceeded to tackle a still more dangerous enemy of the
welfare of the State. Convinced that Masonic activities
and his ideals are contradictory of each other he pro-
posed and had passed by the Fascista Grand Council a
resolution calling on Ttalian Freemasons who are mem-
bers of the Fascisti either to give up their membership
or abandon Masonry. From America we- quote the
text of the resolution and the following comment :

““Considering that late political events and certain
resolutions passed by Ttalian Freemasons give reason
to believe that the Freemasons are following a  pro.
gramme and are adopiing methods which are in antao-
onism to those which absorl the entire activity of i
cismo, the Grand Cowneil invites all Faseisti” who ape
also Freemasons to choose to belong ta the National
Fascista party or to Fresmasonry, because the Fascista
can only recognise a discipline which is the Fascista
discipline ; can only recognise cne hierarchy which is
the Fascista hierarchy; can only recognise one obedience
which is absolute. devoted and daily obedience to the
heads of the Fascismo.”

The decision of the Council is expected to have
profound effect on the national life in Italy.  Almost
immediately after the resclution was officially mae
known, four high officials of the Government, S tgnori
Acerbo, Dudan, Rossi, and Baldo, resigned from the
Masonic lodges to which they belonged, and it is an-
uounced that many Deputies are to renouthee their
- Masonic affiliatious or give up their seats in Parliament.
The action of the Fascista Grand Council is looked upan
as a direct blow against the political activities of the
Freemasons, who for years have cousidered themselves
a dominant power in the State and have given stremuous
support to Ttalian political parties and Italian Cabinets,
because of their Masonic affiliations. Commenting upon
the Fascista decree, the sservatare Romerno daoes not
close its eyes to the difficulties it is bound to meet in
its application.

From long study of the grestion and judging from
Italy’s past experiences, the Ossercatoie declares that
“Masonry, through the men whom it controls in the
various parties, will hanlk at nothing to retain its
strength.” The great majority of the Italian journals
expressed its approval of the Fascista resolution and
declare that it will put an erd to the lang-standing
control of the conntrv’s polities by outside influence,
Writing in the Giornale d'Italia, Bignore Farinacei, a

member of the Chamber of Deputies, declares that the .

Fascista order strikes a blow at the Masenic grouns.
The Scottish Rite lodges, however  pretend that the
blow is not aimed at them. and have sent out a circular,
in which it is ureed that all Masons who are also
Fascisti, should adhere loyally to the decree of the
Fascista Grand Council,

Danger to the Church in Germany

Cardinal Schulte, and five and a half million Cath-
olics of the occupied territory, have sent out a message
to the Catholics of the whole world calling attention
to the dangers that threaten them. The document
states that the seeds of hatred now being sown by the
renewed conditions of war will make reconciliation in
2 Christian spirit impossible. German Catholicism has
already suffered severely in the loss of the mission fields
and in the separation of Catholic districts, and the
danger now imminent threatens the ruin of the work
so laboriously accomplished by the Church through
centuries. Catholic hospitals, orphanages, and other
institutions are in danger. The document, goes on to
say:

At a time when vigorous action was being taken
against the social evil German Catholics must stand
by helpless and see a whole serres of Catholie parishes
forced to establish houses of ill fame at. the cost of their
own taxpayers, a condilion of affairs which German
women regard us an unheard-of outrage against Chris-
tian womanhood and the honor of German wonien,
1t must arouse loathing and disgust that the very first
measures faken by the French forces on their invasion
of the Ruhr, was directed towards the establishment of
sieh houses.  To this is added the indignity that a
Catholic population whose Christianity dates back al-
maost to the Barly Church, must belold itself gharderd
by the bayonets of uncivibised, pagaw anid Mohammedan
soldiers.

The appeal next addvesses itself to all men who
stand for justice, peave, and reconciliation, catling their
atteution fo the misery and starvation which now claim
thelr victims throughout all Germany. but in a very
particular way among the Catholies of the Rlienish pro-
vinees, in consequence of the ocenpation.  These are
the quesfions it asks:

Ias the world any cancepl of the warvaiion exist-
my v numberless families?  Does i know how many
children die of vnder-usurishiment or prenvature mala-
dhies : how wany wothers, exhansted awd languishing,
no longer can supply their chilidven with nature’s food ;
how many aved wen and women sink inlo {he grave
through sheer privation? Does the world know the
angnish of so many ancient families, now gradually
nnpoverished and forced to sell io foreign countries
fur a mere trifle their cherished possessions, that for a
Lime they may still le supplied with at least the most
elemental necessities of food and clothing? s i known
how German art and science, which surely accomplisie]
nareh for human progress, are hopelessly declining be-
canse they have not even the most indispensable eans
for their continuance? .

The enguifing waves of the misery of an entire
people rise ever higher and a storm that will be de-
structive of all things is menacing even now, a storm
steh as our unhappy country has not known since the
Thirly-Years” War. The catastrophe with which we
are threatened meaus the heginning of the end of Euro-
pean civilisation.  Would that even, at the last moment,
Guod might avert this doom !

We Catholics of the Rhineland who wish 1o adhere
to peace and 1uternational reeonciliation in the spir‘it of
Christianity, who unconditionally aceept the principles
of justice and peace, lift up our yoices to the eternal
and almighty Judge of huinan destinies with the prayer
of Benedict XV.: “Give Thou the rulers and people
thoughts of peace, let the quarrels cease t}_la.t'now divide
the nations, grant that men may again wnite in love. . .
and at length give the storm-iossed world onee more
rest and peace.” )

The Catholic leaders of Germany, especially f.he
Catholic bishops, are in the most earnest and touching
terms appealing te the people to keep their souls free
from the spirit of hatred.

Religious Training .

Some time ago a non-Catholie magistrate told us
that every day he sat on the bench convinced him
more and more that the only hope of salvation for so-
ciety in New Zealand was the establishment among all
sects of schools like ours, in which religious training is
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