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Faith of Our Fathers
[A Weekly Instruction for Young and Old,]

THE LAW OF GOD IN GENERAL.
Q. 1. What is the law of God?
A. It is the manifestation of his will to man, declaring

what he requires of man to do and to avoid, in order to
please God and save his own soul.

Q. 2. Where is this manifestation of the will of God
to be found?

- A. In the ten commandments; which are an abridgment
of.‘all that we have to do, as the creed is an abridgment of
all we have to believe, and the Lord’s Prayer an abridg-
ment of what we have to ask of God, in order to be saved.

, >•, Q. 3. When did God manifest his will to man in the
ten commandments?
-,l; A. After he had brought :the children of Israel out of

Egypt, and carried them through the Red Sea, into the
wilderness, he there appeared to the whole people in a
most awful manner, and with his own month promulgated,
in the hearing of the whole multitude, the ten command-
ments; and he afterwards wrote them with his own finger
on two tables of stone, and gave them to Moses, to be pre-
served in the ark, as the continual rule of our actions.

Q. 4. What account does the Scripture give of this
awful scene?

A. It is thus described in the Rook of Exodus, chap,
xix. ‘‘And God said to Moses, Go to the people and sanc-
tify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their
garments; and let them he ready against the third day;
for on the third day the Lord will come down in the sight
ol all the people, upon Mount Sinai; and thou shalt appoint
certain limits to tin* people round about, and thou shalt
say to them, Take heed ye go not up into the Mount, and
that ye touch not the borders thereof ; every one that touch-
cth the Mount, dying he shall die; no hands shall touch
him, but he shall be stoned to death, nor shall he be shot
through with arrows; whether it be beast or man he shall
not live. And Moses came down troin the Mount to the
People, and sanctified them, and when they had washed
their garments, he said to them, Be ready against the third
day, and come not near your wives. And now the third
day was come,. and the morning appeared; and behold thun-
ders began to, be heard, and lightning to flash, and a very
thick cloud to cover the Mount, and the noise of the trum-
pet sounded exceeding loud, and the people that were in
the camp feared. And all Mount Sinai was on a smoke,because the Lord was come down upon it in fire, and the
smoke rose from it as out of a furnace; and all the Mount
was terrible. And the sound of the trumpet grew, by de-
grees, louder and louder, and was drawn out to a greaterlength. Now from the midst of all this dreadful apparatus,the voice of God was heard by the whole people, when he
pronounced to them his law, saying,

~T
“I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of theland of Egypt, and out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt

have no strange gods before Me. Thou shalt not make to
thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness of any thing thatis-in heaven above or in the earth beneath, nor of thosethings that are in the waters under the earth"; thou shaltnot adore them, nor., serve them: I am the Lord thy God,mighty and jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathersupon the children, to the third and fourth .generation ofthem that hate me, and showing mercy to thousands of themthat love me, and keep my commandments.,
t . “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God invain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall takethe name of the Lord his God in vain.
% “Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day; sixdays shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh.day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: on it thou shaltdo no manner of work; thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughternor thy i man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy beastnor the stranger that is within thy gate. For in six davsthe Lord made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all tilingstthat are in them, and rested on the seventh day: thereforethe Lord blessed-the seventh day, and sanctified it.
t “Honor'thy father and thy mother, that thou mayestbe long-lived upon the land, which the Lord thy God willgive thee.

"Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commitadultery. Thou shalt not steal. . Thou shalt notbear false witness against thy neighbor. Thou shaltnot covet thy neighbor's house. Neither shalt thoucovet his wife, nor his servant, nor his hand-maid,nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is his."Q. 5. Why did God proclaim His law in so tremendousa manner?
A. For several reasons. (1) To give credit and auth-ority to Moses, and to persuade the world that he was sentby God; thus God says to Moses, “Lo now I will come-tothee in the darkness of a cloud, that the people may hearme speaking to thee, and may believe thee for ever.” (Ex.

xix. 9.) ■ (2) To teach us with what profound reverence andrespect we ought always to receive instructions on the lawsof God, and. hear His word; which appears, from the greatpreparation he required of his people, to fit them for re-
ceiving his law, and the distance he obliged them to keep

10,11 t lcI mountain, while it was given to them. (3) To fillour minds with the wholesome fear of God, considering how
exceMlb

0118 and awful a Being He is; and (4) To make usexceeding careful in keeping and obeying His commands;
and

Men all the people saw the voices and the flames,aid the sound of
,

the trumpet, and the Mount smoking,emg tcl 1 led and struck with fear, they stood afar offsay ing to Moses, Speak thou unto us and we will hear - letnot the Lord speak to us, lest we die. Arid Moses said tothe people I-car not. for God is come to prove you, aridJ'sin^Ex.0
«

HllV ,)C 1,1 y° U ’ and you should

by
Q. 6. Why did God begin the declaration 0f His law

Al .f !ni", i! r thy w" th> God who brought theeof the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage? J.A. In imprint ,n our hearts a just sense of the infinitepower, dominion, authority, and majesty of our Divine.Weaver, who ,s the “Lord our God.” a Being „f inRX’< rleot.ons, who has an unlimited power and the most absolute• dominion, over us, and over all creatures wl,, ■ x
< o with, us whatever He pleases, and who-Ze can do dTsfioin all dangers deliver ns from all evils, and bestowns all good both tor time and eternity; and from thisonsnlera to mate ns receive His law with JmaL re.pcct and Observe it with the greatest fidelity.
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New Plymouth was fortunate in having a .week-end visitfrom the Sistme Choir Soloists! v ' ? entt .visit.
At the present time our town presents a festive ao-

and
ICC * the band contest commenced here last Mondayand there has been a great . influx of visitors. %

*
■ ; INGLEWOOD.

_

The Sistine Choir Soloists have come and; gone. To say thatInglewood enjoyed a unique treat, in having these incom-parable singers is ; putting it .mildly Though the notice
rr,

as
o

e? eSSail y -short, ; Pe °Ple came from as far as TokoThe Soloists attended the 11 o’clock Mass, and at eveningdevotions gave ;aVnumber of sacred selections. After thedevotions Father Forrestal, on behalf of thelpebnle, thankedthe Soloists for their great ‘ kindness, and afterwards en-
tertained them and local choir at the presbytery. A

If you appreciate GOOD TEA, you can now obtain
the celebrated “GOLDEN BREW*’ by Mail Order. r?See
offer, page 22 this issue. James Cooney, Oamaru.
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