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natural virtues . . . And the religion of Christ
makes of patriotism a positive law: there is no 'perfect
Christian who is not also a perfect patriot.

. “If asked what I think of the eternal salvation
of a brave man who has consciously given his life in
defence of his country’s honor, and in vindication of
violated justice, I shall not hesitate to reply . . .

that death accepted in this Christian spirit assures the
safety of that man’s soul.”

There we have the answer to the fifth question,
which we left over for fuller notice in a separate para-
graph.

.

Patriotism is the first of the natural virtues
according to Greek and Roman thinkers. And, as we
all ought to know, there is no better foundation for
building character upon than natural virtue. A well-
bred boy or girl, taught to be thoughtful of others and
self-sacrificing, is a good foundation for supernatural
virtues. And patriotism in its fullest sense brings
thought of others, as well as reverence, sincerity, self-
respect, and self-control. You can’t make a silk purs©
out of a sow’s ear, and as you can never make a good
man or woman of a sneak and a tale-bearer, as long as
they remain such, you can make nothing worth much
out of people who are absorbed in self so much that
they seem to ignore the existence of others. Note also
that the regeneration of Ireland only began when
Arthur Griffith taught the whole nation to be patriots,
reviving, a lost virtue which was hitherto only remem-
bered to any great extent by the Christian Brothers.
Note too that Griffith and the best men of 1916 were
Brothers’ boys.

The Difference
In his Dublin- Essays Arthur Clery says:
“It has always struck me as surprising that our

big colleges take with 'entire equanimity the fact that
a substantial portion of their pupils, as they would
express it themselves, ‘ go to hell,’ within ten or twenty
months after leaving them. It is clearly a direct re-
sult of their training. Does this happen to boys of

. the same ages from the Christian schools to
the same extent? I have seldom met a boy
from the Christian schools who, whatever his
other defects, had not a really deep religious faith
and a true purity. . . For all this there may be
.several: explanations. But I suggest that one is that
the virtueof patriotism has never been omitted from the
list by the Christian Brothers. It is a grave thing to
train a man in life and leave out even one virtue,
especially if it be the organising body, the principle of
order and unity. Christianity must be accepted as
a. whole. Christ Himself chose to com© before us as a
patriot. His crucifixion was brought about by one of
the meanest crews of anti-patriots that history has ever
seen.”

In the Ireland of other days, the Ireland that was
not yet arounsed to life by the teaching of Arthur
Griffith, what Arthur Clery says was true. In certain
colleges patriotism was even a joke—spelled with a "h,"
as he puts it. We know of colleges that turned out
perfect snobs of the type since ridiculed out of exis-
tence by the Dublin Leader. And we know that many
of ; them were as worthless as Christians as they were as
Irishmen. And what we say of colleges we say also
of certain convent schools which trained flappers to
turn up cocked noses at the father and mother whose
labor earned the money that was spent foolishly in
giving the daughters an anti-Irish education. We know
the mob of that class against which Griffith had to
contend, and what a Herculean task he accomplished
in killing them. There are others who know it too,
who know well the right value of patriotism. We
know of one bishop, not of Irish birth, nor in an Irish
-See, who insists on the study of Irish History in the
schools of his diocese, because he believes that love of
Ireland and love of the Faith of St. Patrick go hand
in hand with the Irish race. And it is in the same
spirit that we have done all in our power to keep the
story of Ireland before readers of the Tablet, doing
what we could to try to induce teachers to give us a
helping hand in the <rood work. And we have absolutely

no hesitation in expressing our opinion that the teachers
who help us are doing what the Brothers did in Ireland

turning, out real men , and real women. If others
will not help us why not at least try to instil into
their pupils a true love of their own country? There
is no patriotism taught in New Zealand to-day. The
flag-flapping of Parr and the foolish posturing before
a bit of bunting .on a pole are only a delusion and a
mockery, and the sole result is to make patriotism a
most ridiculous thing, in the eyes of sensible people.
Moreover, it is not even intended to teach love of
country: it aims at teaching ignorance of this country
and a fool-worship of the thing called the Empire. Mr.
Parr and Mr. Massey do not seem to want love of
New Zealand. The cry “New Zealand First” has no
attraction for them: it would completely upset their
game if it were carried to its logical development. But
what they want is sure to be bad for us all, and we
ought to do all in our power to teach the young genera-
tion to put New Zealand before the Empire and to let
no fetish come between them and their own land. It
is possible to create a “Young New Zealand” party,
and such a party would rid the land of humbugs and
schemers who are ready to involve us in wars that do
not concern us, at the nod of wire-pullers eleven thou-
sand miles away. Some day that will come, but not
until fools are less numerous than at present. Then
we shall have the New Zealand flag as the Australians
have theirs, and we shall have the New Zealand National
Anthem instead of the Massey-Parr party cry now
brayed by every tuneless band in the Dominion.
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN
Rev. Brother J. Hickey, of the Christian Brothers,

Strathfield, New South Wales, is at present on a visit to
Dunedin, and'is staying with the local community.

On Saturday (St. Patrick's Day) there will be Solemn
High Mass at St. Patrick's Basilica, South Dunedin, com-
mencing at 9.30 o'clock. A panegyric on St. Patrick will
be preached by Rev. Father Morkane, rector of Holy Cross
College, Mosgiel.

A meeting of those interested in the Christian Brothers'
football teams will be held at the school on Tuesday evening,
March 27, when business of importance will be brought
forward.

An excellent programme has been arranged for the
national concert in celebration of St. Patrick's Day, to be
given both at the Burns Hall in the city and Town Hall,
South Dunedin, on Saturday evening, in aid of the Catholic
education fund. Popular vocalists who are contributing
specially selected items are Mrs. Wilfred Andrews, Mrs.
S. A. Foote, Misses F. Gardner, Mildred Gillions, and Kath-
leen Grave, Messrs. S. Taylor, T. J. Hussey, A. Rawlinson,
and D. Fogarty. Choruses will be given by pupils of St.
Dominic's College and the St. Vincent's Orphanage Choir;
Misses Adeline McGrath and Marie Major will render a
pianoforte duet, Mr. J. A. Wallace a violin solo, and Mr.
D. Whelan a tenor horn solo; dances will be given by Mr.
Clark's pupils and Miss Peggy Fraher. Miss Clara Hughes
will be accompanist at Burns Hall and Miss Laura Hawke
at the South Dunedin Town Hall.

In honor of St. Patrick's Day, and incidentally in
celebration of the golden jubilee of St. Joseph's branch,
the Hibernians of Dunedin will approach in a body the
Holy Table at St. Patrick's Basilica at the nine o'clock
Mass on Sunday next (18th inst.), and will afterwards
assemble for breakfast in the adjoining schoolroom. The
jubilarian branch is to mark the important occasion by a
social on Tuesday evening, the 20th inst.

Widespread regret (says the local paper) was felt when
the news reached Mataura of the death which occurred
recently at Dunedin of Master Robert Clarence Thorn,
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Thorn, Wyndham
Road, Mataura. The late Master Thorn went to Dunedin
to spend the Christmas holidays and there became ill, and
serious complications followed with fatal results. "Clarie,"
who attained his 16th year of age on February 18, was a
general favorite with all who were acquainted with him.
He was attended by Rev. Father P. J. O'Neill, South
Dunedin, during the whole of his illness. The funeral was
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