Tuunrspay, Marcu 1, 1923,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 41

Faith of Our Fathers

[A WeegLy InsTRUCTION PoR YOUNG AND Oup.]

96. The feast of Faster, or of the resurrcetion of Jesus
Christ, is the greatest solemnity of the year. In the
Old Law alse the Pesch was the greatest feast amongst
the Jews. It was called the Paseh, or Passarer, (1) ])(‘L'!ll-lS'G
of the passage of the extermivating angel, who smote m_th
death ali the &rst-horn of the Keyptians, but spared the
Louses of the Hebrews, which were marked with the blood
of the lamb whicl they had immolated; () heeause by the
Passover God relensed [is people from o loug and cruel
caplivity, and established them in a happy and prosperous
freedom. ' .

In the New Law the feast of the Resurrection of our
Savionr is likewise called Paseh, or Pussover, {1 1')(‘(‘:Ill:-(‘.
of the passage which Jesus Clrist made on this dax
from death to lfe: (2) beeause by His |'('.&.ur1'u(l-?|m|.Hv has
made us pass from the death of sin Lo 1h\v life of graces
) beeause this feasy should he the pvﬁn:l af the Christian's
passage 1o a new and mere perfect li}f‘. ‘ .

The rvesurreetivn of Jesus Christ s, (1) foundation of
our faith, beecause it proves ilie divinity of Jesus (‘ln‘i.st,
and consequently the truth of our religion: (2 the motive
of our hope, because ip ix the pledge and model of the
future resurrection of our hodies, when the wmembers are
to he reuniied to their head, amd one hodies to become
camformable 1o the glorives Body ol Jeaws Christ.

97, The Rogntions are piblic pravers, aeeompanicd hy
provessions, which lake plaee on the three diys 'h‘f(?]'(‘
the feasi of the Ascenston,  The Clinreh preseribes abstin-
ence Lrom esli-meat on these davss The rogation days are
institnted, (1) (o appease e anger of God by one prayers
and owr peaaness, and tooavert His chastisements: (2)
1o draw down the Wessing of God on the {ruits of the
carth, which at thiz time are exposed Lo various ;u‘(-i(h“nh:
(3 o implore the divine help o the variens wants of the
Church aund Staie,

98, The feast of the Ascension celehirntes the wlorious
tmystery of our Saviour’s ascending up into heaven, after
1I:‘l\'ill,‘_{l. from the time of 1s reswrrcetion, soent forts
davs on the carth, eonversing with the Apostles and speak-
e to them of the kingdom of God,  Onr Lovd ascended
into beaven, (1) 1o give to His saered humanity the dhrone
of glory which it had merited by itz hamiliation and death:
{2} to prepare a place for His cleet, and to inflame them
with the desire of being renmited (o THm in heaven: 3
that He might bhe their advoeute and mediator hefore God
the Father: () in order fo sond down tie Holy Ghest
from heaven upon His Apostles,

29, Tn the Okl Testament Penlecost was celehrated in
memory of the Taw given to Moses. and promulgated on
Mount Sinai filty days after the exodus from Leypt.

In the New Testament the feast of Pentecost is meant
to honor the descent of Lhe Holy Ghost on the Apostles and
on the Church, filty days after ovr Lord’s resurrection.

30. AlE days of the year, bul especinlly Sundays, ave
conseerated to the Blessed Trinily,  'The Chinreh deewed it
mect to establish, in addition, a special feust for the cele-
bration of this wmystery on the first Sunday alter Pentecost,
This feast is meant to remind us vividly of the srestesi
of our mysteries, which is at the same e Lhe foundation
and epitome of our religion and the souree of onr justifica-
tion. (1) The faithful should eall to mind on Trinity
Sunday that they have heen bLaptised. confirmed, and
sanctified in every wiy, in the name of the Father, the
Bon, and the Holy Ghost; thal is (o sy, by virtue of the
Blessed Trinity, that they have hecome living temples of
the Blessed Trinity, and have been wholly canscerated to it.
{2) They should rewew this censecralion of themselves 1o
the lonor and service of the Blessed Trinity. () Thex
should. in wunion with the Cluwrch, sdore and glorifs the
Divine Trinity, by devoutly making the sign of the Cross,
and often repeating the doxology, “Glory he o the FFather,
and to the Son, and te the Holy Ghost.”

3l. As on Maundy Thursday the Church is chiefly
oceupied in mourning over her Divine Spouse, she can hut
imperfectly celebrate the feast of the Blessed Sucrament;
therefore she lias set apart another Thursday, 1hiat following
Trinity Sunday, to honor the mystery of the Encharist with
all fitting solemnity. The day is rendered more marked by

a solemn procession, in which the God of the Fucharist is
carried in triumph, to receive our homage and praise,
with all the splendor with which we can enlance them,
The feast of Corpus Christi was instituted in 1264,

32, As the feast of the Sucred Heart is a completion
of Corpus C(hristi, it is celebrated on the I'riday which
immediately follows the ovtave of the latter feast. The
object of this feast is to kindle the love of e Lol Jesus
Christ in the breasts of men, wud to make reparation for
the outrages which are commitied apainst Him.

33, The feast of the Visitation is estuhiished in memory
of the visit paid by the Blessed Viegin o her colisin,
St Elizabeth. a visit which sanctificd the honse of 10iza-
heth, and called forth the waonderful words of Mary, in
what is called the hvmn of hunility s Ay soul doth
magnify the Lord !

Ho We celebrate on ithe Acwmpiion (e glorious
trance of the Bloseod Virein into heaven, whither, ae-
cording to common tradition and the pious helief of the
Chinreh, she was transported, Toth in hody and soul. In
ovder Lo enter into the spivit of this feast we must rejoice
in the hapniness of the Blessod Mother of God, exeite in
our souls great confidence in her powertnl aid, and hey

of her (o obtain lor us the grace to glarify her for all
eternity.

(915

A3 The Chureh eelehrates alvo {he Najivity,
ol the Blessed Virgin Dy
privileged eresiure

ot hirtl,
a speetal feast, £ hoeanse this
e tnto e world wot only exempt
from sin, but sfready full ol wren: (23]
dawn heralds he rising of ihe sim, s
Alary herald the near approach ol ihe Redeemer.

The Blossed Virgin's parents were St Joachim and St
Annes whe were descendants ol the family of David and
the kings of Ispacol.
_ 36, Feasts of St. Michae] and 1he Holy Angel Guard-
tns—The Archangel Michael, 1he chicf of the lierarehy
of blessed spivits, remurkable tor Wis zeal for the glor‘\'
of God against Lueifer qml Lis wicked angels, is the x;mciai
protector of the Choreli: it is he wio conduets pure ‘.\O'Il].\',
who have loft this ife. inte cternal Hght, Faitly teaches
that each one of us hus an ancel guardian, who Pravy
ot o God, turns ug
goud: who protects ug
Ewho helps ug particularly

hecause as the
did ilie birth of

{or us, offers our pravers and acti
away from evil, and exeifes us to
I dunger of hody and sonl. s
at the hour of death. ‘

370 0n the first Sunday of Octolipr

‘ . wo eelebrate the
{ease of the Holy Rosary.

The Rosary is & vraver ju honor
of the Blessed Virgin, It s compased of the Creed, ful-
lowed by one Qup Fatlicr, tiree Hail Marys, and, one
Glory he to the “athers and Alen of ffeen derades of
Hail Marys, oach decade vrecded by an Oure Father “\nd
terminated by a Glory he to the 10 .
We bonor the Blessed Vir 1 by reciting » sar
and meditaling, during the 1‘L‘l,'iLu[|:llll ol IITU lgi'tcl(fl?si]’g
vides, on the fifteen mysterios relating to Ler own life
or those of her Divine Son, connecied with i, ’
mysteries are divided into throe Eronps
mysteries, the five sorrowfyl mysteries, and ihe five ulorious
mysteries. The chaplet, wich is compased of five decatles
represents five of these mysterios, b

Father, ete.

These
the five jovful

AR The Churel las instituted the Teast

‘ ; ol A Saiats,
(I} to honor together in

ane solenmity ol the saints and
cleet who are in Beaven, the greater nunher of whom are
unknown to ux; (2 to excite g powerfully to virtue by
smany examples: (3 to obtain for us mere graces, biv
Ewmgr us oa greater number of intercessars; (4 49 help
us to supoly by this general feast for all onr shorteominus
i the honor we have rendered fo the saints, :

39. The Chnreh has c¢hosen the day follawing the feast
of All Saints for"the commemoration of the dead. On
this day she offers soleni vrayery 1o God for all the souls
in purgatory, thus showing that the Churels triumphant,
the Church suffering. and the Chureh militant are united
by the elosost honds of eharity, and go to form hut the
one Church of Jesus Christ. Tn order to cuter into the
spirit of this day we must, (1) pray and obtain prayers,
practice geod works, and, above ail. enuse the Halv S‘ncri-
fice to be cclebrated for the fajthfal dc'n;n'f{‘dzl(2) we
must conecive & great horror of venial sin, whicl is pun-
ished so rigorously in the next life: (3 we must trv to

make satistaction in this werld to fle justice of an offended
God.
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