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AE’S APPEAL TO REPUBLICANS

Reasons for Ending “A Civil Conflict w_h'ose
Continuance Would be Disastrous to the Nation.”

»

“AE (Mr. George Russell), the distinguished Irish
author and publicist, hag written ~“An Open Letter to the
Irish Republicans,” in which he deseribes the results of the
eampaign of resistance to the National Goveru‘me‘ut, and
makes a poweriul appeal to Mr. de Valera and his followers
to accept the democratic principie of majority rule as the
solution for our national difference. “AK.’ writes: _

“If T intervene in o confliet my natural desire is to
take part with the underman. If I do not do so now, it
ig because you are where you are only by reason of a men-
tality which may he changed.  You are not hike the poor i
their slums held there by inexorable pressure from a social
ordet not yet benclicent enongh to secure comfort for all
in the national Lionsehold. You have only to speak a word
and active hostility against vou is ended. Can you say
that word without dishonor® 1 helieve you can.

“My friends among yvou defend to me vour warfare on
the Free State on spiritual grounds, asserting the natural
right of our people to complete independence, and that they
had no freedom of choive in taking the decision they did,
being under threat of a war to extermination if the Treaty
terms were nob accepicd. T do not deny the right asserted.
I could not without seli-contempt condemn those who desire
full independence for their eountry any more than I could
blame those who would bring about a revolutionary change
in the economic syslem so that none might be neglected or
starved in mind or bedy.

Ideals and Actions.

“But there may be discussion over the means to those
ends. I think with vour employment of force the ideal
you stand for teuds to reeede and hecome more and more
remote in the affections of vour countrymen. They cannot
dissoctate the ideal From the acts of those who uphold 1t and
the ruinous consequences of those acts.

“Now the certitude of the soul that its ideal is right
too often begets a moral blindness with regard to conduct
and its purity of wotive is taken as absolution for its sins.
Ideals descend on us from a timeless world, hut they must
be related to time, for this world has its own good and if
we do not render to it its lawful right neither will it receive
our message, and Heaven and Barth ave divorced and both
are wronged, .

“There is much may be suid in defence of a small
nation contending for freedom with a great empire when
it adopts the method of guerilla warfare. Tt is danperous,
for only an tnternal light hard to keep prevents degenera-
tion into the methods of the assassin. Yot a nation may
only have that choice or complele submission.

“But you continue the sane methods of warfare against
your own countrymen. thouzh iy doing so vou admit you
aro outnumbered 10 velution ia these you attack, as the
nation was againsg the empire and your moral aulhority
to act as you do iy therehy diminished.

The Grealer Horror.

“Some of you sssert the conflict was begun by the Free
Btate, though it has scemed to wany onlookers it hegan
with those who withour authority seized public buildings,
filled them with armed en, and interrupted national ser-
vices. But the eountry has come to such unhapniness that
it is not judgment on the pasy which is imperative, hut
consideration of the futuve.

“The wisdom of the world is not great enough alwars
to secure a peaceable settlemont of disputes between na-
tions. But the most highly evolved have found a means
of preventing the greater horror of civil wir among their
citizens by their common assent {o the principle that QNes-
tions at issue between them must be deeided by majorities.

“It is admitted that majorities may be, and often sre,

”

in the wrong. They may err hbecause of ignorance, or
decide Decause of fear, as you assert the majority has done
in geeepting the Treaty. If there was fear on the people,
I canuot think it was therefore justifiable for you to work
on that fear and hold a terrer over vour counirymen to
force them o yield to vour polier.
The Demoeratie Solution.

“Some of you argue that it is only by suffering and
sacrifice a people can come to the highest in them. But
that crown comes to those whose sacrifice is willing, not io

those on whom guffering is forced.  They feel onlyv the wrong

that is done to them, and lose, too often, helief in any
tdeal, and T think this conalry, (hrough civil warlare, is
lapsing into a bitter materialism, and 2l another election
it may be those disiflusioned who will huve power to mako
Ireland iu their own image.

“T helieve in the demoeratic solution of nalional differ-
ences, and think it is better to wait for recognition of the
error and the righting of the wrong later by o democracy
persuaded thereto by reason and experience, rather than
bring the most morally ruinous of all conflicts on a country,
Tn civil war more hateful passions are let loose lecause
greater natural affections have first to he overcome. The
effects of the conflict cannot he confined fo the oreanism of
the State which is assailed. any wmore than a fover ean he
confined to one imb in the body,

Poison of Civil Strife,

“The whole hody politic suffers, the people Tar more
than the State, which can oniy topple when the ruin of the
people is complete or their mood is changed with regard 4o
it. But in this conflict 1 think the majority regard van,
not the Government of the Free State, as the cause of their
suffering; and while they may be turned from it heeause
they think some of its acts harsh or unwise, they are not
therefore moved to support your policy.

“In sickness the germns which eause the illiess multiply
and run riet over the whele hody. So when violence is
relied on rather than reason, the impulse to violence is
intensified on all sides, the most powerful mood evoking its
likeness in characters with any affinity to it. Thase who
aro mormally restrained from violence in a scitled order
break out. and we have violence everywhere.

“Tt. ts not yeu and the Free mtate troopg alone who
employ foree, but every raseal in the country, and many,
alas! who were not raseals, bhui wmerely morally weals, and
who are impelled thereto hv the prevident mood.

: Leaders” Responsibility.

“The bandit, the bullv, the lecherons. all e viokenop;

and they do their deeds under the acuis of your idenl

I
you eannot, while emploving Foree ju el

wirfare,
evade popular atiribution 1o vou of responsibility for many
of their aets. For svme of the most terrible deeds done,
whether your leaders approved or nof, they mnst aceept,

-Tesponsibility, for in this guerifla warfare men aro splits

up info small groups activg on their own initintive,

I the power of death dealing is given to hunted nml
passiotate men, not disciplined by long training oas the
armies of States wsually are, this leads fo assassinations
and in the minds of such men personat hatved tends 1o
become indistinguishable from political autagonism,

“And, still more, because of this warlare of the nadion
are led into a violence equal to your own and a harshnesy
of poliey, and so the whole national heing is degraded in
its imagination of itself and in the regard of other n

"“No idenl. however noble in itself, ean remain for iong
lovable ar desirable in the minds of men while it iz asso-
ciated with deeds such as have heen done i recent vears
in Ireland, [ believe that Clirist and Iiis Kingdom wonld
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