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or general welfare is identical with that of the class to
which thex happen to Lelong.  This is true of the ‘Agri-
-cultural Bloe'” in the preseng Congress, and of every other
group, whether of manui'a}ctnrers, teaders, fipanciers, or
Inborers; bhut it is their class interests that they formally
and explicitly pursuce. What futility, then, to kecp up
the humbng of e class legislation™!  How wuel more
hottest, wmore intelligihle and wore effective would be our
electoral and our legislative performances were we lo give
formal recognition andd representation to onr various vo-
cations, interests, classes,

Tu so far as it 15 proper to speak ol a Catholie theory
af political representation, that phrase may be applied
tu the constitubion of the Free State Senate. The legisia-
tive bodies of the Middle Ages endeavored to give rep-
resentation to the various clisses, or callings, or estates,
of tho commonweattl, “The fact that the classes were not
-always represented in proportion to their importance or
deserts is no criticism of the principle.  The Catholies of
that day were politieal realists.  They adimitted that men
had different class interests, and thoy recognised that these
interests were oo proper olbject of legislative and govern-
wental solicitude.  [For many vears now, the doctrine of
representation by interesis has been a puwrt of the reform
programme of the Social Catholies of Franee, and it s
Inoked upon with fuvor by Catholic thiokers in several
other countries,
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Marianus Scotus of Donegal

By H. M. O Maveey, in dwmerienl),

High amonz the Bavarian Alps, remete from reon
tinental highwayvs, the inhizbitants of Obersmmergau pare
tieipated once again e the suevival of a medieval mystery
play reprated every decade sinee 3633, Throngh genera-
tions these people linve liekl to the spiritual beaunty and
noble dignity of the early practices of our ancient veligion.
Remewmbering, too, thai on the whole. the province of
Bavaria stood as o bulwark against the foree of the Refor-
~mation, we nay.well look backward through the centuries
preceding that period for the partieular source that has
inspired so powerfol and sublune an expression of fuith
as the Passion Play.

The pages of an old chronicle. a Tabor of love compiied
within the Benedictine cloisters of Ratisbon about 1090,
delight us with o Fascinating revelation that opens up the
story of the missionary work of tlie Trish monks in Germany.
The Fafe of Maricnvs Seotus of Dowegal was writien by
another Trish moul who remains anonvmous, while boch
were nembers of the famous community at Ratishon.  Tts
authenticity ix veritied hy Aventinus, a scholar of Vienna,
who beeanme the acknowledged annatist of Bavaria.

Archbishop Healy's carclul study  of ‘this priceless
manuseript has shown that Marianus was of the Mae
Robertaig family, Anglicised as Mae Groarty.  Both in
“Donegal, educated by the monks of Drumhome i that
connty, Marianus lelt Treland with his companions in
1067 to make a pilerimase to Rome, The dales of his

birth wnd deail do not appear. but he is desceribed by (he |

writer as heing st this Ume, aceording to an eve-witness,
“a havdsome, tfair-haired youth, strong-Hmlad aud  tal,
moreover o man of geodly nien, and graciens eloguence,
well 4rained i all hanan and Diviee knowledge,™

Wo are somewhal surprised to learn as the chronicle
coutinues that the pilarims intended to visit, Bishop Dito
of Bamburg on the Main, about one hundred miles east
of Irankfort.  But the advantages of the Rhine rouie
were well kuown by Trish pilerims to Rome as early as the
cighih century and they were deviating hut slightly from
the journcy made hy St. Colimbanas in 610 A.D. throngh
Mainz and Mannheim to Zurich aud over the St. Gotthard
Pass.  Turthermare, as the hiographer of $t. Columbanus
tells us thut about 620 monks from the monastery he
founded at Luxentl, in Burguady, went as missionaries
into Bavaria, it was only waiurat that Irish travellers
should take a route which wonld offer them such hospitakla
retreats as  those establishied by their follow-countrymen
along the Rhine. ,

Bound to his bhrother Marianus by the closest ties the
faithful chronicler gives us such’” intimate and sympathetic
incidents as the vigil spent in prayer which decided
© Marianus ¢ make bis permanent aliode at Ratisbon where,

even on his arrital, there were other mouks from Ireland
living in tho monastery of Obermunsier, .

Shristianity at this time, 1070 A.D.. had long been
firmly established in Germany, foliowing at firsi the line
of Ruman outposts. During the present vear, the Cathedral
of St. Michael at Fulda will commemorate its vleven hun-
dredtly anniversary.  The ortzinal choreh was began in
822 A.D. and marks the site of the earliest Christinn wor-
ship in Germany.

This fime-worn parchment which preserves fer us the
record of Marianus of Ratishonu, as he is later called, is
hut one of the more famous of similar documents of price-
less value to the histortan, the artist, and student of
letters. ‘Through these annals and chronteles” restored to
us from ancieng monasteries we learn that this missionary
work of pilegrims from the ‘Tslund of Saints and Scholars' -
had been going on all over Europe since 8. Columbanus
left Bangor -in 5375 A.D., almost five centuries hefora
Marianus the seribe and commentator determined to re-
nounce his pilgrimage to Rome and dedicate “his life to
Godd in the Benedictine monastery at Ratishon. In the
history of no other country is there a record such as that
of the wissionaries who took Christianity and learning into
Europe from the only land where zulture had survived the
ravages of the hordes that swept away Roman civilisation.

Before returning to the story of Marianus, it will he
profitable to see whar can be learned about ihe carly
Irish missionarics [rom the various chronicles of the time,
facts and eovents that are wvot waniing in romance and
glory, though written hy that “‘class of humble but useful
writers, the ainalists, who merely relate.” savs Cicero,
“withoug adorning the course of publie affairs.”

In summing up these anthentic sonrees Zimmer says
that near tho end of the seventh and the heginning of
the cight century 2 series of missionary  establishments
extended from the months of the Meuse and the Rhine
to the Rlone and the Alps, while many others founded hy
Germans were the result of the work of the Trish monks.
We learn, too, from these records that many times an
irish monk was invited to become abhot of one of these
eontinental communitics, and thereupon would send {for
his Dhrothers in an Ivish school to come to assist hin, and
that Treguently a house was given over entirely to monks
trom Ircland who ministered to a leeality, Many an Irish
saint on pilgrimmapges to Rome or Jerusalem took up a
foreign abede, like Marisnus at Ratisbon,  St. Cathaldus
on his retyrp from the Holy Land remszined i Taranto,
Italy, where he is venerated to-day as patren saint, A
canton and ciiv in Switzerland 1s named for St. Gall
and the figure of St. Fridolin, who hnikt o chureh and
monastery on an island in the Rhize near Basle in the
last half of the seventh century, 15 borne on the banner
aind arins of the canton of Glarus.” St. Livinus, said 1o
have been Archbishop of Dublin, apestle to the TFrisians,
the early inhabitants of the Netherlands, was martyred
there in 636.  St. Kilian, the apostle of Frauconia, with
two obher Trish Dbishops was nartyred at Wurzbnrg in
G38.  Tho register of one abhey contmins a line of Irish
abbots from 704 te 729, Another Colwinbanns labored
Cilient 1in 957, more than three eeninries after St Columh-
anpus. I Cologne in 975 the monastery of 8. Martin was
given tp o ihe Trish brothers, and Fingan, Abbot of
Mets, was head of an Irish community there many years
hefore kis death in 1008, Many Irish scholars whe later

Jeeame saints have lefy their records as chaplains to the

tulers who encournged their zeal.  In many regions the
patron suint most intimately assoeiated with native tradi-
tions was, curiously, a stranger from Ireland, as in the
cuse of 8t Fiacre, the patron of Freuch gardesers, who
cleared the forest ahout Meaux.

With these gencral statements about the great numbor
of Tvish missionaries and- the cxtent of the territory in
which they labored we can better understand the motives

‘which led Marianus of Donegal to select n German ‘monas-
tery on the Danube as his future home.

Archbishop Hea]y says the noble testinumy borne to
the learning, zeal, and charity of this purdsouled Irish
mouk ip the land of the stranger shows that, not without
grood renson, he and his countrymen were so warmly
welcomed and so generously treated i all the great cities
of medieval Germany. 7

Such was the life and chatactor of Mariatiug of Done-
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